
Of great merit, character and value

PROSPECTUS 2017

AN ETHOS LIVED  
INTO BEING



NIL INDIGNE
Woldgate is a positive, warm and welcoming school where pupils aim 

to do their very best and take pride in their achievements. By constantly 
challenging our pupils to excel, we nurture aspiration and strive to 

cultivate a lifelong love of learning in our young people. We provide 
a creative, safe and caring environment where every child is known 

and cared for as an individual. In this climate, every young person has 
the opportunity to thrive as they develop in personality, character and 

intellect to become a highly successful learner and individual.

Everything you do should 
be worthy, of great merit, 

character and value.
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Welcome by  
the Headteacher
As Headteacher of Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, I am committed 
to providing the very best education for the young people in our care, and 
every day I feel privileged to be part of this school and to see the many great 
achievements of our pupils. Located on the edge of the beautiful Yorkshire 
Wolds, our school has a long tradition of being at the heart of the community, 
and we are proud to serve the market town of Pocklington, the City of York and 
the surrounding villages, providing excellent education and opportunities for 
each and every pupil.

Woldgate is a school with a distinct vision for education. Our view of an 
outstanding school is based on shared values, where every child is known and 
cared for as an individual. To cultivate this, we build a supportive and caring 
community, where a child’s talents can grow through academic study and the 
opportunity to participate in the many activities, productions and visits that 
make Woldgate School unique. We are a school with a positive, welcoming, 
warm atmosphere, in which pupils take pride in their achievements and where 
each individual pupil achieves academically through consistently good teaching, 
in an environment that seeks to nurture their love of learning and challenges 
them to excel.

Founded in 1958, Woldgate’s original school motto celebrated the distinct 
education the school sought to bring. This motto is, for me, an integral part of 
our school life; it defines who we are as a community.

Everything you do should be worthy,  
of great merit, character and value.

Of great merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy,  

especially deserving of praise or reward.

Of great character
The moral qualities that define an individual.

Of great value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to;  

our judgment of what is important in life.

Pupils are pleasant, polite 
and courteous. Around the 

school they are well behaved 
and get on well together. 
They are well mannered 
and hold doors open for 
adults. Pupils are proud 
of their school and enjoy 

telling visitors how much 
they enjoy being in the 

school.

Ofsted

Of great merit, character and value
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Welcome by the Headteacher

I truly believe that part of what makes this community so special is the holistic 
education we provide for our pupils. Our Performing Arts status, extra-
curricular clubs, sporting activities and House competitions, combined with 
our wonderful visits programme, provide pupils with a unique opportunity to 
appreciate the world around them. I have long believed that the creative arts 
provide an exceptional platform upon which pupils can develop new skills, grow 
in confidence and, as people, develop qualities, in an environment where their 
talents are nurtured and then celebrated. The arts offer us something special, 
whether it be learning an instrument, acting in a play, dancing, singing or just 
being involved in a production as part of a company. This holistic approach to 
school life, for me, is integral to a good education and wonderful preparation for 
future life.

Academic achievement is equally our top priority and an area in which we have 
received special recognition from the Department of Education. As I am sure 
you are aware, in 2015 70% of pupils gained the ‘Gold Standard’ of 5 or more 
A*-C grades including English and Maths. Indeed, 87% of our pupils achieved 
an A*-C grade in Mathematics and 75% in English. In 2016 74% of our pupils 
achieved 5 or more A*-C grades including in Mathematics and English. 50% of 
our pupils also achieved an A or A*.

I am particularly proud that 99% of our pupils passed A2. Woldgate is now 
ranked as 2nd in the East Riding of Yorkshire, 3rd in the City of York and is 
one of highest performing schools in Yorkshire. We are also recognised by the 
Department of Education as being one of the ‘Top 100’ most improved schools 
in the country, out of three thousand eight hundred. As one of only ten schools 
nationally, we have been selected to appear in a Parliamentary publication which 
celebrates excellence in education. Achievements such as these are testament 
to the hard work and dedication of pupils, parents and teachers, and they draw 
upon a combination of academic rigour, pastoral care of the highest quality, 
excellent teaching and learning, complemented by structures that monitor 
progress and intervene to provide individual support for each and every pupil.

The most able pupils 
make much better 
progress than similar 
pupils in other schools. In 
GCSE examinations in 
2014, many reached the 
highest GCSE grades in 
mathematics and a good 
number of other subjects. 
Throughout the school, 
pupils’ good work ethic 
and the high expectations 
of their teachers supports 
the good progress of these 
pupils.

Ofsted
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As we look to the future, I am absolutely committed to ensuring Woldgate 
School continues to develop with a clear, confident and strong identity based on 
shared values and with each pupil known and cared for as an individual. Our 
culture of collaboration and success will be matched by our determination to do 
the very best, both pastorally and academically, for the children in our care.

•	 A school where each child is known and cared for as an individual.

•	 An environment in which our pupils feel valued, safe and enjoy school.

•	 A school where every child is challenged and supported to succeed 
academically.

I would encourage you to speak to our current parents, download our Ofsted 
Parent View page, our recent Ofsted Report and, of course, visit our school. We 
welcome applications for both Year 7 (208 places available) and Sixth Form (125 
places available) from a wide geographical area and expect to be full this coming 
September. So please do come for a tour of our school, meet our fabulous pupils, 
and staff, and experience what makes this school truly unique.

I do hope you will contact Helen Walker by telephone and arrange to visit the 
school. As Headteacher, it would be a pleasure to take you on a tour of our 
school if your son or daughter is considering studying here from September.

JONATHAN BRITTON

Headteacher

Pupils make good progress 
across the school in a wide 
range of subjects including 
English and mathematics. 
This is because well-
planned, interesting tasks 
motivate pupils to work 
hard and complete a good 
amount of high-quality 
work.

Ofsted

Welcome by the Headteacher
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Serving our 
community since 
1958
In September 1958 Woldgate School opened its doors and provided secondary 
education for the town of Pocklington. The Secondary School was originally 
established for about 500 boys and girls. The first headmaster was Mr. H. C. 
Vaughan. In 1958 the school sought to build a community, to enrich pupils’ 
education, to broaden their experiences and to ensure their actions were worthy, 
of great merit, character and value.

These key principles still continue to enrich the lives of our young people today, 
as we continue to provide a holistic education. We are, therefore, as a community, 
building on our many strengths, successes and our original foundation.

WELCOME TO OUR SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY

At Woldgate School we believe that every child should be known and cared for 
as an individual. We are an inclusive, welcoming and small community who, with 
the support of parents, provides a caring, safe and welcoming environment in 
which to learn and grow. We are a school where your child’s individual gifts and 
talents can flourish. 

Our partnership with parents is at the heart of our success as a school. We 
believe good communication is essential to ensure you are kept informed. As a 
parent we want you to feel part of our community and able to effectively support 
your child and our school. We will, therefore, work hard to establish a positive 
partnership that will support your child and you as a parent. Through our weekly 
newsletter, Twitter and Facebook site, we will also share the many successes, 
opportunities and events that are available throughout the school year. You will 
also be welcome to join our Friends of Woldgate Association, run by parents on 
behalf of our children and the school.

As a regional Performing Arts centre, with outstanding outcomes in Maths, 
English and Science, you can be assured of a broad and balanced curriculum. 
We are ,though, as a school, true to our motto, offering a rich and varied range 
of enrichment opportunities, outside the formal curriculum. From our drama 
productions, musicals, business competitions, sports and Archbishop of York’s 
Leadership Award, our young people have a vast array of choice. In addition 
our Skills for Life programme also provides our children with those skills 
that are highly sought by employers and universities, for instance, leadership, 
communication, organisation and teamwork.

As a school we intend to 
remain small. We are 
oversubscribed. With small 
class sizes and a year group 
not exceeding 208 pupils, 
we are doing the very 
best for our children and 
ensuring they are known 
as an individual by their 
classroom teacher, receive 
one to one intervention and 
support in lessons from their 
teacher and are in a small 
Form group. 

Of great merit, character and value
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The gateway to the beautiful Yorkshire Wolds
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The gateway to 
the beautiful 
Yorkshire Wolds

Woldgate School is located in the Market Town of Pocklington. We are a rural 
school, primarily serving small village primary schools. Our pupils are, therefore, 
fortunate to have an excellent educational foundation in Church of England and 
non-denominational primary schools. 

As a school, our warm, friendly community provides a welcoming environment 
where each child is known and cared for as an individual and where our values 
are lived into being through the care and teaching we provide as a school.

At the end of every school year our pupils follow the Minster Way and explore 
the beautiful Wolds. This unique school event provides an opportunity to be 
together as a community, to explore the beautiful countryside and to celebrate 
what makes Woldgate School and Sixth Form College unique.

We are fortunate, therefore, to be able to educate in a rural setting, to serve our 
small local rural primary schools and to ensure your son or daughter can enjoy 
the many benefits of a school situated within a market town, rather than an 
urban city environment.

Of great merit, character and value
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Teaching

Pupils are given clear and concise explanations about what is required of them. 
Work starts at a brisk pace as they bring the right equipment to lessons and have 
good routines for their learning. Pupils are given clear information about what 
they have to do to achieve well and many strive to do better. Good examples of 
these aspects were seen in Year 10 Spanish and French classes where pupils knew 
how to use the examination grade criteria well and were challenged to achieve 
beyond their aspirational targets.

Ofsted

As a school of 1100 pupils we are large enough to offer a broad curriculum while 
at the same time ensuring your child is known and cared for as an individual. 
We are also determinted that our Year groups never grow beyond 208 pupils and 
that our class sizes remain small, ensuring your child is known by their Head of 
Care and Achievement, Tutor and Teacher.

At Woldgate School our teachers use the Woldgate Learning Cycle to plan each 
and every lesson. This six part structure, based on the best national and internal 
research is proven to deliver pace, challenge and improve academic outcomes for 
our children. 

The cycle provides a framework within which our teachers can draw upon their 
expertise and extensive experience to ensure lessons have academic rigour, a 
broad range of activities, are exciting, relevant and have challenging content to 
stretch those pupils who are gifted and talented.

In addition, teachers record every lesson your child’s approach to their studies 
and ensure they receive the recognition they deserve for their hard work and 
academic progress. Teachers also use the latest data software to ensure every 
pupil is on-track and is making the very best academic progress.

Questioning is used 
consistently well to involve 
pupils and to assess what 
they understand. Pupils are 
given time to explain fully 
what they have learned 
and this is supporting 
the development of their 
communication skills well. 
Pupils’ responses are used 
skilfully to develop a deeper 
understanding of the work 
for all pupils.

Ofsted

Of great merit, character and value
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Care
We aim to foster the development of the whole person, in a disciplined and 
ordered working environment which is secure and caring, and within which each 
pupil can strive for excellence. We create a positive, happy atmosphere, allowing 
pupils to take pride in their achievements, and ensuring pupils and staff work 
together with mutual respect, courtesy and consideration for others.

We are also a relatively small school with 1100 pupils and Sixth Form students: 
large enough to offer a broad, balanced and enriched curriculum, but sufficiently 
small that every child is known and cared for as an individual. This ensures our 
class sizes are some of the lowest in York and the East Riding, with a maximum 
number of 208 pupils in each year.

THE HOME SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP

Communication is central to our relationship with you as a parent. We will always 
be available to discuss the education and personal development of your child.

Our combined focus on Care and Achievement ensures that in caring for and 
supporting your son or daughter, we provide the very best environment for them 
to thrive in academically.

HEADS OF SCHOOL

At Woldgate School we aim to create a positive and motivated atmosphere, 
within which pupils can take pride in what they do. Our Care and Achievement 
team has oversight of your son or daughter’s academic achievement and are 
committed to ensuring every child fulfils their potential and achieves their target. 
They will, throughout, ensure you are updated regularly on your child’s progress 
so you can be confident they are achieving success.

Our Heads of School are responsible for the care and achievement of each and 
every pupil. We have three Heads of School, one overseeing Lower School, 
another Upper School and then our Head of Sixth Form College. They know 
each and every child by name in their school and ensure we provide the very best 
education and experience for your child.

Lower School provides specialist attention to the particular academic and 
pastoral needs of our younger pupils. Mr Sloman is Head of Lower School and 
will oversee the transition process from Year 5 through to the start of Year 8 and 
then on into Year 9 where pupils will start GCSE study. 

The Upper School is led by Ms Longstaff. Pupils in Year 10 and 11 are part of the 
‘Upper School’, a school within a school, designed to provide specialist attention 
to the particular academic and pastoral needs of pupils preparing for and 
pursuing courses which lead to public examinations.

The school is a calm and 
purposeful place. Pupils 

with physical disabilities 
and those who have 

special educational needs 
are exceptionally well 

integrated into school life.

Ofsted

Of great merit, character and value
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Head of Care  
& Achievement  
& the Form Tutor

Our highly experienced Head of Care and Achievement for Year 7 will, with his 
tutor team, know every single child as an individual. They support your son or 
daughter through their transition to Woldgate School and will then remain with 
them throughout this period. As your child progresses through the school, the 
tutor will act as a mentor, providing the guidance your child needs each day, 
while also ensuring they take advantage of the many opportunities available to 
them. They will ensure your son or daughter makes the most of their studies, the 
numerous enrichment opportunities and, of course, is challenged to excel, so they 
meet or exceed their academic targets.

ATTENDANCE, ACHIEVEMENT AND CARE CO-ORDINATOR

Our non-teaching Attendance, Achievement and Care Co-ordinators work 
closely with our Form Tutors, Teachers, Heads of Care and Achievement, Heads 
of Department and the Head of School. They are highly experienced colleagues 
who will either aim to resolve any queries promptly or will liaise with colleagues 
in school on your behalf. They will also support your child individually and liaise 
should you wish to communicate with your son or daughter directly in the school 
day. We have a Attendance, Achievement and Care Co-ordinator for Lower 
School, Upper School and Sixth Form.

We believe effective communication is essential if the home/school partnership 
is to be successful; therefore, you can be reassured that with a direct telephone 
number, e-mail address or through the use of texting, from 8:30am until 4:30pm 
every school day, you can always receive a prompt response from your Co-
ordinator should you have a pastoral or academic query you would like answering.

The behaviour of pupils 
around the school and 
in lessons is good. Pupils 
attend well and say they 
enjoy their time in the 
school and are safe.

Ofsted

Of great merit, character and value
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House Captains

Our House Captains lead our School Houses and, through House Assemblies, 
events, competitions and enrichment days, they aim to celebrate the individual 
talents of each pupil and to strengthen our community by bringing together 
pupils from all of our year groups.

Rewarding acts that are worthy, of great merit, character and value.

Our School Houses are named after the beautiful Yorkshire Wolds. Each House 
is led by House Captain and our Sixth Form Prefects.

•	 Great Givendale

•	 Kirby Underdale

•	 Millington Dale

•	 Thixendale

•	 Warrendale

Our House Assemblies and three Enrichment Days are led by our Director of 
Studies for Holistic Education and provide access to an enriched curriculum, 
new experiences and a range of whole school events. Please see Holistic 
Education Programme for further details.

SUPPORTING YOUR FAMILY LIFE

The demands of work and school are not always compatible; consequently, we 
offer families a choice of flexible arrangements designed to ease some of the 
day-to-day pressure of modern family life. These options include before and 
after-school care for your child, to ensure they have a warm, welcoming and safe 
place to have breakfast before school or to complete further study after school 
between 3:35pm and 5:00pm. In addition, we have a wide range of enrichment 
activities available after school as well.

Sixth-form pupils are 
good role models for other 
pupils. They make a good 
contribution to the work 
of the school and mentor 
younger pupils to support 
them with their academic 
studies. Some supervise 
pupils at lunchtime to 
support good behaviour.

Ofsted

Of great merit, character and value
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School Inspection

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College was 
inspected in May 2015. In all areas of practice and 
education the school was graded ‘Good’ under the 
new Ofsted framework.

The Ofsted report highlighted the following 
accomplishments of our pupils, teachers and parents.

•	 Standards of attainment are high. In 2014, the 
proportion of pupils in Year 11 gaining five or 
more GCSE grades A* to C, including English 
and mathematics, was well above average.

•	 Pupils are pleasant, polite and courteous. Around 
the school they are well behaved and get on well 
together. They are well mannered and hold doors 
open for adults. Pupils are proud of their school 
and enjoy telling visitors how much they enjoy 
being in the school.

•	 The school is a calm and purposeful place. Pupils 
with physical disabilities and those who have 
special educational needs are exceptionally well 
integrated into school life.

•	 The behaviour of pupils around the school and 
in lessons is good. Pupils attend well and say they 
enjoy their time in the school and are safe.

•	 Pupils are punctual to the school and to their 
lessons. Attendance is above average with very 
few pupils regularly absent from the school. Very 
few pupils.

•	 Pupils make good progress across the school 
in a wide range of subjects including English 
and mathematics. This is because well-planned, 
interesting tasks motivate pupils to work hard 
and complete a good amount of high-quality 
work.

•	 A range of well-planned activities helps pupils 
to learn well across their subjects. Interesting 
work is set, captures pupils’ imagination and 
motivates them exceptionally well. Pupils in a 
Year 7 science lesson investigating the change in 
mass when dissolving salt in water were making 
strong progress and were encouraged to link their 
scientific understanding to everyday life.

•	 Pupils are given clear and concise explanations 
about what is required of them. Work starts at a 
brisk pace as they bring the right equipment to 
lessons and have good routines for their learning. 
Pupils are given clear information about what 
they have to do to achieve well and many strive 
to do better. Good examples of these aspects 

Of great merit, character and value
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were seen in Year 10 Spanish and French classes 
where pupils knew how to use the examination 
grade criteria well and were challenged to achieve 
beyond their aspirational targets.

•	 Marking of pupils’ work provides them with clear 
guidance to which they respond well and this 
helps them make good progress.

•	 Pupils are keen to learn, follow the instructions of 
their teachers and enjoy the interesting tasks set 
for them. They are hardworking and make good 
progress in their lessons.

•	 Questioning is used consistently well to involve 
pupils and to assess what they understand. Pupils 
are given time to explain fully what they have 
learned and this is supporting the development 
of their communication skills well. Pupils’ 
responses are used skilfully to develop a deeper 
understanding of the work for all pupils.

•	 Checking of pupils’ work and progress in lessons 
is done well. However, there are occasions when 
the work of disadvantaged pupils is not checked 
swiftly enough to help them to accelerate their 
progress and close attainment gaps, especially in 
Key Stage 4.

•	 An analysis of pupils’ work by inspectors shows 
that pupils make clear, useful accurate records 
of what they have been learning to support their 
understanding. However, there are occasions 
when this is not the case and it is not picked up 
swiftly enough to ensure all pupils are making 
good progress at all times.

•	 Reading, writing and communication skills are 
taught well across many subjects. There are good 
examples of pupils using their mathematical skills 
to support their learning.

•	 Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development is good. There are many 
opportunities for them to engage in sport, 
including girls’ football, visits abroad, school 
productions and to develop an understanding 
of other faiths and cultures. The citizenship 
course that runs throughout the school 
contributes well to pupils’ understanding of 
democracy and justice, diversity and their 

School Inspection

rights and responsibilities. These aspects make 
a strong contribution to the work of the school 
in fostering good relationships and tackling 
discrimination, preparing pupils well for life in 
modern Britain.

•	 Sixth-form pupils are good role models for other 
pupils. They make a good contribution to the 
work of the school and mentor younger pupils to 
support them with their academic studies. Some 
supervise pupils at lunchtime to support good 
behaviour.

•	 Pupils are encouraged to support the work of 
charities. During the inspection, Year 8 pupils 
arranged activities for the rest of the school 
during a citizenship lesson. Pupils enjoyed the 
activities and donated freely to the charitable 
collection.

•	 Work is marked regularly with helpful comments 
that pupils respond to well. There are many 
good examples of marking and highly detailed 
responses by pupils in their ‘purple pen’. 
This is supporting the good and sometimes 
better progress that pupils are making. Pupils’ 
responses to improve their work in Year 13 
were exceptionally detailed, especially so in 
business studies where pupils were making strong 
progress.

•	 Highly-skilled teaching assistants, both inside 
and outside the classroom, give exceptional 
support for disabled pupils and those who have 
special educational needs.

•	 The most able pupils make much better progress 
than similar pupils in other schools. In GCSE 
examinations, many reached the highest GCSE 
grades in mathematics and a good number of 
other subjects. Throughout the school, pupils’ 
good work ethic and the high expectations of 
their teachers supports the good progress of 
these pupils.

•	 Information provided by the school shows that 
pupils’ progress is continuing to improve and an 
even higher proportion of pupils are on track 
to attain five or more GCSE grades at A* to C, 
including English and mathematics.
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National 
Recognition 
A Top 100 School

Nick Gibb MP, who is the Minister of State for Schools, contacted Woldgate 
School on two occasions in 2016 to acknowledge the remarkable achievement 
and to congratulate all concerned.

The Minster wished to convey his ‘warmest congratulations’ to staff and pupils 
for the ‘school’s excellent improvement.’

Mr Gibb also said “the school is one of the top 100 non-selective state-funded 
schools in England showing the greatest sustained improvement” out of more 
than 3,800 schools nationally.

The school is also now ranked as one of the very best in the region, considerably 
outperforming its neighbouring schools in York and the East Riding, as one of 
the highest achieving schools in Yorkshire.

REGIONAL RECOGNITION – TOP OF THE CLASS

The Yorkshire Post in 2015 and 2016 recognised the school as one of the top 30 
highest performing schools in the region and placed Woldgate School as ‘Top of 
the Class’ in its annual regional school feature.

A range of well-planned 
activities helps pupils to 
learn well across their 
subjects. Interesting 
work is set, captures 
pupils’ imagination 
and motivates them 
exceptionally well. Pupils 
in a Year 7 science lesson 
investigating the change 
in mass when dissolving 
salt in water were making 
strong progress and were 
encouraged to link their 
scientific understanding to 
everyday life.

Ofsted

Of great merit, character and value
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Academic 
Performance
Woldgate School is ranked as second in the East Riding of Yorkshire and third 
in York for school performance – the number of pupils achieving five or more 
grades at A* to C including English and Mathematics. 

With some of the highest outcomes in the region, the school community, with 
the support of parents, has consistently over the last two years delivered some 
of the very best outcomes for its pupils. Be they national, regional or local, the 
many accolades the school has received throughout the year are a reflection of 
the commitment we have as a community to ensuring all of your young people 
grow as individuals, but also succeed academically.

RESULTS

GRADES RESULT (AS A % OF PUPIL 
ROLL)

5+ A to *C 80

5+ A to *C (inc. English & Maths) 74

Pupils achieving A*toA grades 50

Average grade (CB8) B

4 C+ 78.93

5+ A* to G 99.5

1+ A* to G 100

Standards of attainment 
are high. In 2014, the 

proportion of pupils in 
Year 11 gaining five or 

more GCSE grades A* to 
C, including English and 

mathematics, was well 
above average.

Ofsted

Of great merit, character and value
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Rewarding 
Personal & 
Academic Success

We aim to create a positive and motivated atmosphere, within which 
pupils can take pride in what they do. We believe that through formal 
recognition of achievement, positive attitude to learning or community 
mindedness, our pupils will be successful in later life

In order to promote this aim and to create a positive school community 
the whole school rewards policy is in place to achieve the following 
purpose and principles.

•	 To promote a positive ethos through a culture of praise.

•	 To motivate and encourage pupils.

•	 To develop self-confidence, self-esteem, leading to further personal 
development.

•	 To recognise pupils’ effort and achievement.

•	 To recognise and reward pupils’ contribution and commitment to 
the school.

•	 To develop and foster positive working relationships between 
pupils, staff and parents.

DAILY RECOGNITION FOR ACTS OF GREAT MERIT, 
CHARACTER AND VALUE

As a school we seek to recognise and celebrate the accomplishments 
of your child and to keep you informed through the use of the Pupil 
Planner and also our new mobile phone application. We ensure that, 
as a parent, you have the opportunity to join and support the school 
every single day, every lesson, in acknowledging the successess and 
achievements of your child.

Of great merit, character and value
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An Holistic 
Education
We believe that a child’s education should be enriched through 
opportunities beyond the classroom. We aim, therefore,as a school, to 
provide a broad range of activities, visits and opportunities through 
our extensive programme. Pupils can access a wide range of local and 
international trips and visits that play a vital part in enriching the 
curriculum and giving our pupils valuable life experiences that they are 
sure to recall fondly in future years.

A SELECTION OF KEY EVENTS FROM THE LAST ACADEMIC 
YEAR:

•	 Weekly Sport Clubs; Football, Fitness, Badminton for all Year 
groups.

•	 Year 7 Activity Day.

•	 Year 9 Art trip to Yorkshire Sculpture Park and Hepworth Gallery.

•	 European Week of Languages.

•	 Year 9 Geography trip to Drax Power Station.

•	 Year 10 Art trip to Tropical World & Leeds University.

•	 Sixth Form Charity Week.

•	 Year 7 Mathstraveganza.

•	 School Production of Oklahoma!

•	 Year 13 Geography Fieldwork Trip to Leeds.

•	 Year 11 History trip to Thackaray Medical Museum.

•	 Year 7 Religious Studies trip to York Minster.

•	 Year 8 Art trip to the Deep.

•	 Year 11 History trip to Berlin.

•	 Year 7 Geography - Manchester Sport City.

•	 GCSE PE - High Adventure.

•	 Kick Start/Future Plans Programme for Year 11 Pupils.

Of great merit, character and value

Pupils make good progress across 
the school in a wide range of 

subjects including English and 
mathematics. This is because 

well-planned, interesting tasks 
motivate pupils to work hard 

and complete a good amount of 
high-quality work.

Ofsted
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•	 IAG/Taster Day for Year 11 pupils and individual 
interviews for each pupil.

•	 National Careers Week.

•	 Year 11 Mock Interview Day.

•	 Literacy Week.

•	 Drama Trips to see various productions in Leeds, 
Bradford & York.

•	 Various Sports fixtures.

•	 Sixth Form Maths Inspiration Lectures.

•	 Year 8 History Civil War Re-enactment.

•	 Year 10 Geography Trip to East Yorkshire Coast.

•	 Junior Maths Challenge.

•	 Silver Duke of Edinburgh Practice Expedition.

•	 Year 8 Charity Stalls.

•	 Year 10 D&T trip to London.

•	 Year 9 Beth Shalom G&T.

•	 Year 12 UCAS Convention in Sheffield.

•	 GCSE & BTEC Art Exhibition.

•	 Year 8 Geography Trip to East Coast.

An Holistic Education

•	 Year 7 History Trip to Helmsley.

•	 Year 12 Physics Trip to Jodrell Bank.

•	 Sixth Form Induction Day.

•	 Sixth Form Business Trip to London.

•	 Year 7 ‘The Big Sing’ in Bridlington.

•	 Creative Arts Days for Year 6 pupils.

•	 Sports Days.

•	 Year 10 Work Experience.

•	 Malawi Expedition.

•	 Year 6 Intake Day.

•	 Summer Soiree.

•	 Year 9 Careers visit to Hull University.

•	 Year 8 & Year 9 Cantabria Trip (Spain).

•	 Year 10 Glaramara Visit.

•	 Year 9 Enterprise Days.

•	 Performing Arts trip to London.

•	 School Walk.
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Our enriched Holistic Education Programme is a resounding strength of the 
school. We place huge value on the impact this programme can have on the 
achievement and personal growth of our pupils.

All of our House Enrichment Days are mapped against social, moral, spiritual 
and cultural objectives, we believe this focus on reflection and challenge is what 
makes our programme unique and enjoyable.

Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good. There are 
many opportunities for them to engage in sport, including girls’ football, visits 
abroad, school productions and to develop an understanding of other faiths and 
cultures. The citizenship course that runs throughout the school contributes well 
to pupils’ understanding of democracy and justice, diversity and their rights 
and responsibilities. These aspects make a strong contribution to the work of the 
school in fostering good relationships and tackling discrimination, preparing 
pupils well for life in modern Britain.

Ofsted

An Holistic Education
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The Performing Arts

An Holistic Education
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The Performing Arts 
THE WOLDGATE SCHOOL SUMMER SOIREE

Our status as a regional Performing Arts centre provides extensive facilities and 
opportunities for our children to develop new skills, grow in confidence and, as 
people, develop qualities in an environment where their talents are nurtured and 
then celebrated. Be it, learning an instrument, acting in a play, dancing, singing 
or just being involved in a production as part of a company, our pupils education 
is enriched in a variety of ways.

With a school Choir, every pupil studying drama from Year 7, a professional 
school drama production, musical, concert, orchestra, ensembles and our 
Summer Soiree, events run throughout the year for all of our pupils.

Our events, due to the specialist staff and teaching available at Woldgate, are 
of the highest standard and equal to many professional theatre and musical 
productions. We also attract pupils with a specific aptitude for the arts and have 
some exceptional young people who have left the school to study music, act or 
perform in national productions.

We have links with many regional and national organisations and we will 
continue to develop these in order to fulfil our role as a centre for Performing 
Arts in the East Riding. We are currently working with The West Yorkshire 
Playhouse, Youth Music, Phoenix Dance and York Theatre Royal. On a local level 
we also work in close partnership with Pocklington Arts Centre.

An Holistic Education

An analysis of pupils’ 
work by inspectors shows 

that pupils make clear, 
useful accurate records 
of what they have been 

learning to support their 
understanding.

Ofsted
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An Holistic Education

Sports
Sports programmes are extensive and the school runs a large range of extra 
curricular clubs and teams. Pupils are actively encouraged to take part in a 
sporting activity and to use the facilities, such as the Fitness Suite for instance.

The school has won extensive recognition for our children’s sporting talents. Our 
U15 Cricket Team are champions of Yorkshire.

Pupils can take part in Badminton, Basketball, Table Tennis, Tennis, Cricket and 
Field Games, Gymnastics, Dance and Athletics. Sports competitions and clubs 
operate during the lunch hour and a variety of clubs run, dependent on season, 
after school. The department also run trips to elite sports fixtures in a range of 
activities.
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Duke of Edinburgh
Our DofE programme is all about going the extra mile – gaining new skills, 
pushing yourself physically, helping others and exploring new territories. At the 
same time, you’ll gather friendships, experiences and memories that will last a 
lifetime.

Acquisition of Skills
Our pupils follow a comprehensive skills and career development programme 
with their form tutor to help them prepare for university or a career. In 
partnership with the community, businesses and universities, we offer a ‘Gold 
standard’ award winning Careers programme.

An Holistic Education

Pupils are encouraged 
to support the work of 

charities. During the 
inspection, Year 8 pupils 

arranged activities for the 
rest of the school during a 
citizenship lesson. Pupils 

enjoyed the activities 
and donated freely to the 

charitable collection.

Ofsted
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Pupil Council & Prefects

We believe it is important for our pupils to develop experience as leaders of 
the school and to take on additional responsibilities within the community 
to develop their confidence and skills. Our Pupil Council and Prefect system 
provides such an opportunity, to lead whole school change and to be an active 
member of the community.

HOUSES

Each pupil belongs to one of five Houses, which gives them the opportunity to 
meet and interact with pupils in other Year groups. Everyone gets to ‘have a go’ 
to perform acts of great merit, character and value.

Our House system promotes our pupils’ personal development, providing 
opportunities for each individual to grow in confidence and develop a healthy 
competitive spirit. The House System, promotes good self-motivation.

House Assemblies are held a minimum of once each half-term and the school 
has three House Enrichment Days to provide an opportunity for pupils in each 
House to collaborate in achieving a shared goal.

OUR FIVE HOUSES ARE NAMED AFTER THE BEAUTIFUL 
YORKSHIRE WOLDS:

•	 Great Givendale

•	 Kirby Underdale 

•	 Millington Dale 

•	 Thixendale 

•	 Warrendale

We, in the Pupil Council 
are very busy. We consult 
regularly with our Form 
Representatives to find out 
what each year group thinks 
and then we meet regularly 
with Mr Britton and the 
Heads of Upper and Lower 
School. We have been part 
of, and achieved a lot. Our 
efforts helped secure seating 
in the Year 11 common 
room, a new lunch time 
pass system for pupils in 
clubs and we were part of 
the interview process for the 
Head of Upper and Lower 
School appointments. As 
well as this, our feedback 
has led to (and will continue 
next year) improvements 
to classrooms and facilities 
across the school.

We have enjoyed having this 
extra responsibility and we 
look forward to continuing 
our work next year should 
your son or daughter decide 
to become part of our 
community.

The School Council

An Holistic Education
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School Life
We follow a traditional ‘long’ school day and finish the school day at 3:35pm. In 
addition, we have also maintained an hour long lunch period to ensure not only 
can you son or daughter enjoy their lunch, but also so they are able to participate 
in the many different enrichment activities and clubs.

8:50am  Start of the School Day

8.55am  Registration

9.20am  Period 1

10.20am  Period 2

11.20am  Break

11.35am  Period 3

12.35pm  Lunch

13.35pm  Period 4

14.35pm  Period 5

15.35pm  End of School Day

•	 Writing pens: black or blue, red 
and purple

•	 A pencil

•	 A pencil sharpener

•	 A ruler

•	 A rubber

•	 A calculator

•	 A protractor

•	 A pair of compasses

•	 A glue stick

•	 Felt tips/coloured pencils

•	 Exercise books for that day’s 
lessons

•	 Text books for that day’s lessons

•	 Pupil planner

•	 Hair bobble (to tie back long hair 
for practical lessons eg: Science/
Technology/PE)

Of great merit, character and value

BASIC EQUIPMENT

It is very important that you bring the following items with you every day:

Information provided 
by the school shows 

that pupils’ progress is 
continuing to improve and 
an even higher proportion 

of pupils are on track 
to attain five or more 

GCSE grades at A* to C, 
including English and 

mathematics.

Ofsted
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Uniform
Our pupils wear our traditional school uniform with pride. We believe it is 
important, as pupils move up to secondary school, that they look and feel smart. 
We are, therefore, strict in ensuring our uniform policy is applied consistently to 
maintain these basic standards. 

The school uniform includes a traditional school blazer, jumper, shirt, tie 
and smart trousers. We also have our own school shop, accessible through 
our Reception Area that sells all of these items for you to purchase at your 
convenience within normal school hours.

Travel Information
East Riding County Council, the City of York and Woldgate School all provide 
transportation from different points within the locality. Please do contact the 
school for further information.

Each bus also has a Sixth Form Prefect in charge and all parties work together to 
ensure you child has an enjoyable and safe journey to and from school.

Of great merit, character and value

Pupils are keen to learn, 
follow the instructions of 
their teachers and enjoy 
the interesting tasks set for 
them. They are hardworking 
and make good progress in 
their lessons.

Ofsted
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Pupils are punctual to 
the school and to their 

lessons. Attendance is above 
average with very few pupils 

regularly absent from the 
school. Very few pupils.

Ofsted

Facilities
Our location, sports fields and views across to the Wolds ensure that our pupils 
are fortunate and enjoy the wonderful countryside that surrounds the school. 
Our Performing Arts facilities are impressive and are some of the very best 
in the region, providing numerous and impressive dance, music, recording 
studios and drama suites. Each teacher has their own classroom and will create 
a warm and welcoming space for your child to learn. This also ensures your son 
or daughter can always go to see their teacher should they require additional 
support or guidance. The school is also undertaking with partners an extensive 
refurbishment programme that started in 2015 to ensure our facilities are 
continually updated. 

SCHOOL CAFÉ

The Food 4 Thought Café provides great tasting, healthy food that encourages a 
well-balanced diet that is good for both body and mind. 

We aim to feed the imagination of pupils and staff alike, and believe that serving 
fresh, local, healthy food that tastes great can positively affect the wellbeing of 
our school community. The right nutrients can positively lift everyone’s mood, 
behaviour, health, growth and even the ability to concentrate. Encouraging a 
well-balanced diet establishes healthy eating now and for the future. 

We operate a totally secure cashless system that makes it quick and easy to pay 
and top-up. This promotes the purchase of healthy food in school and allows 
parents to monitor your child’s cafe purchases.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS INFORMATION

There is funding available for any parent/carer, if you are receiving certain types 
of benefit. The application form is available on our website www.woldgate.net in 
the Parents section under letters to parents. There is also a telephone number to 
ring for enquiries.

Of great merit, character and value
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Art
Of great merit, character and value

We give pupils the opportunities, skill and experience needed to 
become complete, inventive designers and artists.

Pupils will gain an expansive knowledge and experience of a wide range of 
artists, materials, presentation and application skills that will allow them to 
develop their creative flair and problem solving abilities.

ASSESSMENT

Pupils are assessed 
twice during each 
project and Levels 
are recorded in 
sketchbooks. In 
addition, they 
complete peer and 
self-assessment tasks 
and targets are set 
to improve levels of 
attainment.

FURTHER 
OPPORTUNITIES

Pupils at KS3 will 
be offered the 
opportunity to attend 
trips to galleries 
and exhibitions as 
well as take part 
in extra-curricular 
sessions in school 
throughout the year 
and workshops with 
visiting artists in the 
Summer Term.

The main topics each year group will 
cover are:

YEAR 7

•	 Black & White

•	 Architecture

•	 Multi-Cultural Masks

YEAR 8

•	 Cubism/Printing

•	 Expressionism

•	 Under the Sea

YEAR 9

•	 Sculpture

•	 Iconic Art

•	 Alice in Wonderland
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Careers 
Education

Of great merit, character and value

The aim of Careers Education is for all students to learn about 
the world of work and to equip them with the knowledge and 
understanding to plan their own future careers effectively.

Pupils are taught about the different training routes and options available to 
them and are supported in making important decisions that affect their futures. 

FURTHER 
OPPORTUNITIES

During Key Stage 3 
and 4, students at 
Woldgate School also 
have the opportunity 
to:

Meet and talk with 
a range of careers 
specialists and 
speakers in assemblies

Participate in careers-
related activities, 
including engineering 
and technology-based 
career activities 
organised by external 
specialists

Visit a local university 
to learn about the 
importance of higher 
education in career 
options and planning

Visit an in-school 
further/higher 
education and careers 
evening in Year 11, 
during which pupils 
have the opportunity 
to meet and talk to 
representatives from 
universities, colleges 
and both local and 
national employers 
regarding their own 
future ambitions.

Topics studied include:

•	 The range of industries and 
employment sectors available.

•	 The skills and knowledge 
necessary for different careers.

•	 The range of different education 
routes available, including 
Apprenticeships.

•	 Developing ambition and 
aspiration and linking these to 
achievement in school.

•	 Choosing GCSE options in Year 9.

•	 Choosing post-16 education and 
training options in Year 11.

Form tutors deliver the scheme of 
work, with support from Youth and 
Family Support advisers based in 
school.

Careers Education is a foundation 
subject. Learning about careers enables 
pupils to:

•	 Make a positive contribution by 
understanding how the world of 
work operates and how this will 
directly affect their own lives and 
ambitions.

•	 Enjoy and achieve economic 
wellbeing in life by clearly 
planning realistic, achievable yet 
ambitious career routes.

•	 Develop independence by 
discovering their own strengths 
and interests and learning how 
to match these to a range of 
education and career options.
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Careers Education
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Citizenship
Of great merit, character and value

Citizenship Education is about enabling people to make their own 
decisions and to take responsibility for their own lives and their 
communities. 

Democracies need active, informed and responsible citizens: citizens who are 
willing and able to take responsibility for themselves and their communities and 
contribute to the political process. 

FURTHER 
OPPORTUNITIES

Make a positive 
contribution by 
developing the 
expertise and 
experience needed 
to claim their rights 
and understand their 
responsibilities and 
preparing them for 
the challenges and 
opportunities of 
adult and working 
life.

TOPICS INCLUDE:

•	 Rights and responsibilities in 
society.

•	 Democracy and the political 
system in the UK (and 
comparisons with other systems).

•	 Law and order.

•	 Human rights issues.

•	 Financial awareness.

•	 Global issues.

Form tutors deliver the scheme of 
work, with significant contributions 
from external specialists.

Citizenship is a foundation subject. 
Studying Citizenship allows pupils to:

•	 Develop self-confidence and 
successfully deal with significant 
life changes and challenges such 
as bullying and discrimination.

•	 Have a voice: in the life of their 
schools, in their communities and 
in society at large.

CITIZENSHIP SUBJECTS ARE:

•	 Real: actually affect people’s lives.

•	 Topical: current today.

•	 Sometimes sensitive: can affect 
people at a personal level, 
especially when family or friends 
are involved.

•	 Often controversial: people 
disagree and hold strong opinions 
about them.

•	 Ultimately moral: relate to what 
people think is right or wrong, 
good or bad, important or 
unimportant in society.

Within the Citizenship curriculum 
time, pupils will also follow a 
programme of PSHE (Personal, Social, 
Health & Economic) Education. This 
also includes Sex and Relationship 
Education.
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Computer 
Studies

Of great merit, character and value

These are exciting times for us at Woldgate School. The old 
concepts of ICT are being replaced by a new, stronger emphasis on 
Computing. 

Pupils learn about computer hardware and software. Furthermore, they design 
and create their own software tools through practical programming in a range 
of programming languages, as well as using macros and advanced tools in 
spreadsheets and databases to solve practical and realistic problems.

Computer Studies also focuses around teaching pupils about how to say safe 
online and what to do if they feel vulnerable when using technology.

ASSESSMENT

Assessments are 
designed to focus 
on a range of skills, 
knowledge and 
understanding, and 
to allow progression 
through the Key 
Stage.

The main topics each year group will 
cover are:

YEAR 7

•	 E-Safety

•	 Introduction to Spreadsheets

•	 Introduction to Algorithms 
(Control)

•	 Introduction to Databases

•	 Introduction to Programming 
(Scratch)

•	 Animations

YEAR 8

•	 Spreadsheets

•	 Programming

•	 Database Constructs and 
Integration

•	 Computers in the Place of Work

•	 The Internet

•	 Publishing Documents

YEAR 9  

•	 The Project

•	 Mobile Computing

•	 Inside a Computer

•	 Computer Games, Design and 
Development

•	 Animations
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Computer Studies
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Design & 
Technology

Of great merit, character and value

The main topics each year group will 
cover are:

YEAR 7 & YEAR 8

Food

•	 Smoothie/nutrition

•	 Fairtrade

•	 Picnic foods

Textiles

•	 Cushion

•	 Reusable shopping bag

Product Design

•	 Bracelet

•	 Birdfeeder

•	 Mood light

•	 Trophy

•	 Aladdin’s Lamp

YEAR 9

Food

•	 Hand held food products – 
Bread, biscuits, cakes, pastry

Textiles

•	 Gift

Product Design

•	 Memory Stick

•	 Thermometer

•	 Bookmark

ASSESSMENT

Each topic is assessed 
individually. All 
assessments cover 
the practical work 
and accompanying 
folders which include 
research, design and 
evaluation.
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Drama
Of great merit, character and value

Woldgate School has always placed Performing Arts at the heart of 
all that we do.

The Drama, Music and Dance Departments work closely together as a faculty in 
order to bring out the very best in all of our pupils. We aim to inspire creativity, 
confidence, teamwork and a pride in performance.

ASSESSMENT

Pupils are assessed 
each half-term on a 
performance. Their 
performance mark is 
based on their ability 
to create a character 
and their use of a 
range of Drama 
techniques, as well 
as key Drama skills 
such as positioning 
and projection. Their 
level also takes into 
account their work 
during rehearsal 
and their ability to 
evaluate their own 
work and the work of 
others.

FURTHER 
OPPORTUNITIES

Pupils in KS3 will 
be offered the 
opportunity to attend 
theatre trips and 
participate in extra-
curricular activities 
such as the whole 
school musical.

The main topics each year group will 
cover are:

YEAR 7

•	 Introduction to Drama

•	 Jabberwocky

•	 Darkwood Manor

•	 Storytelling

•	 Gangs

•	 Bollywood

YEAR 8

•	 Greek Theatre

•	 Medieval Theatre

•	 Elizabethan Theatre

•	 World Theatre

•	 Sweeney Todd

•	 Contemporary Theatre

YEAR 9

•	 Soap Opera

•	 Comedy

•	 Brecht

•	 Brook

•	 Abstract

•	 Devising
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English
Of great merit, character and value

Our Key Stage 3 English Curriculum aims to build on the Literacy 
work undertaken at Primary School. 

Lessons are tightly structured to develop the skills of Reading, Writing, and 
Speaking & Listening. We work with pupils to develop their confidence when 
working in pairs or groups, individually or as a whole class. 

Throughout Key Stage 3, classes study a great deal of modern fiction – poetry, 
prose and drama – as well as exploring texts from the past. We balance this 
diet of literature by using a broad selection of non-fiction texts, including 
autobiographies, leaflets, articles, letters and media and web-based texts. In 
terms of Writing, we believe pupils should be taught to express themselves 
fluently and accurately in many different forms to suit a wide range of audiences 
and purposes. 

ASSESSMENT 

During English 
lessons, pupils will 
make use of both self 
and peer assessment 
in order to develop 
their key skills in the 
subject, in addition 
to receiving regular 
teacher feedback. 
Each unit of work 
culminates in two 
significant pieces 
of written work 
which are formally 
marked and assessed. 
Throughout KS3, 
students are 
given frequent 
opportunities to 
reflect and improve 
upon their work, 
based on specific, 
targeted feedback.

The main topics each year group will 
cover are:

YEAR 7

•	 Holes by Louis Sachar

•	 The Natural World

•	 Myths and Legends

YEAR 8

•	 A Christmas Carol by Charles 
Dickens

•	 Private Peaceful by Michael 
Morpurgo

•	 Sports Journalism

YEAR 9

•	 Of Mice and Men by John 
Steinbeck

•	 Romeo & Juliet by William 
Shakespeare

•	 Adventure Stories
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Geography
Of great merit, character and value

Geography is the study of places and spaces. It explores 
the relationship that we have as humans, with the natural 
environments in which we live and enjoy at a variety of scales 
– from our local area, such as our home or school, to the places 
on which we impact across the globe through tourism and 
communications. 

It is undoubtedly a fascinating subject and at Woldgate School we take every 
opportunity, whether that is in the classroom, in fieldwork, in travel or in 
independent learning, to ensure that it is a subject that everyone can relate to, 
enjoy and excel in.

We are committed to offering opportunities for learning outside the classroom, 
and each KS3 year group takes part in a field visit. 

ASSESSMENT

Pupils are assessed 
in each unit via two 
distinct written 
assessment tasks 
which provide them 
with NC levels. 
These assessments 
are designed to 
focus on a range of 
skills, knowledge and 
understanding, and 
to allow progression 
through the Key Stage.

FURTHER 
OPPORTUNITIES

Visits to:-

Year 9 visit Drax 
Power Station as part 
of their Energy and the 
Environment topic in 
the Autumn Term. 

Year 7 visit 
Manchester’s Sport 
City, centred around 
the Etihad Stadium as 
part of their Sporting 
Cities topic looking at 
urban regeneration in 
the Spring Term, 

Year 8 visit the 
Holderness Coast - 
Flamborough Head 
and Hornsea, as part 
of their study of Rivers 
and Coasts in the 
Summer Term.

The main topics each year group will 
cover are:

YEAR 7

•	 What is Geography?

•	 Into Africa

•	 Places to Live

•	 Changing Cities Dangerous 
Places

YEAR 8

•	 Climate Zones

•	 Population

•	 Impossible Places

•	 Changing Landscapes

YEAR 9

•	 The Power Puzzle

•	 Maps and Robbers

•	 Who Wants to be a Billionaire

•	 Challenging Places
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History
Of great merit, character and value

History is a fascinating subject in which our pupils study 
key events, people and places of national and international 
importance. 

Political developments, wars between nations and the experiences of ordinary 
people are all intertwined in the study of History.

History gives pupils insight and understanding about how people have lived in 
the past and how they have shaped the world we live in today.  By understanding 
the past, pupils can be informed about the decisions that we can make in the 
future.

ASSESSMENT

There will be 
4 assessments 
completed at 
intervals throughout 
each year.

FURTHER 
OPPORTUNITIES

•	 Site visit to 
Helmsley Castle 
(Year 7)

•	 Civil War Re-
enactment  
(Year 8)

•	 Visit to First 
World War 
Battlefields in 
France and 
Belgium  
(Year 9)

•	 Guest Speaker, 
Arek Hersh, 
Holocaust 
survivor  
(Year 9)

The main topics each year group will 
cover are:

YEAR 7

The Development of Church, State and 
Society in Medieval Britain 1066-1509

•	 The Norman Conquest

•	 The Crusades

•	 The Power of Kings and Magna 
Carta

•	 Everyday Life

•	 The Wars of the Roses and the 
establishment of the Tudor 
Dynasty

YEAR 8 

The Development of Church , State 
and Society in Britain 1509-1745 
Ideas, Political Power, Industry and 
Empire 1745-1901

•	 The Tudors and the Reformation

•	 The Civil Wars of the 17th 
century

•	 Britain as the first industrial 
nation

•	 The British Empire and the 
transatlantic slave trade

•	 The British Empire and India

YEAR 9 

Challenges to Britain, Europe and the 
Wider World 1901-the present day

•	 The Suffragettes

•	 The First World War and the 
Peace Settlement

•	 The Rise of dictators

•	 The Second World War

•	 The Holocaust

•	 The USA in the 20th Century
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Maths
Of great merit, character and value

The primary aim of our highly successful, enthusiastic department 
is to help pupils realise their maximum potential in mathematics.

Teachers aim to give pupils confidence in their mathematical ability and 
encourage them to enjoy their lessons. With more emphasis now being placed 
upon functionality, that is the application of mathematics to real-life situations, 
it is important that pupils can apply their knowledge and skills to solve problems 
effectively. Different teaching styles are adopted by all teachers with pupils being 
encouraged to discuss their ideas and take part in individual, paired or group 
work in order to develop their written, oral and practical skills.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment is 
through non-
calculator, calculator 
and mental 
arithmetic tests. 
Pupils are formally 
assessed each half 
term.

Every year pupils will cover the 
following topics: 

•	 Number

•	 Algebra

•	 Shape and Space

•	 Handling Data

The main topics each year group will 
cover are:

YEAR 7

•	 Area & Perimeter

•	 Written Methods of Calculation

•	 Representing Data

•	 Algebraic Expression

•	 Number Properties

•	 Fractions and Percentages

•	 Time

•	 Transformations

•	 Averages

YEAR 8

•	 Angles

•	 Proportionality

•	 Probability

•	 Sequences

•	 Measuring Units

•	 Graphs

•	 Solving Equations

•	 Indices

•	 Interpreting Data

•	 Scales

YEAR 9

•	 Indices

•	 Sequences

•	 Area

•	 Circumference and Pythagoras

•	 Probability

•	 Equations of Graphs

•	 Surface Area and Volume

•	 Percentages

•	 Linear and Quadratic Expressions

•	 Equations
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Modern Foreign 
Languages

Of great merit, character and value

The Language Department at Woldgate School is dedicated to 
developing all pupils’ linguistic abilities as far as possible, as well 
as encouraging them to consider themselves as citizens of the global 
community.

The Department consists of a highly motivated team that engages pupils through 
a wide range of activities and uses ICT to great effect. Pupils are also given 
opportunities to use their language in a real context through visits from native 
speakers. The Department’s commitment to fostering internationalism can also 
be seen by our trips to France and Spain.

ASSESSMENT

All year groups will 
be assessed in each 
skill once every 
term. (Listening, 
Speaking, Reading 
and Writing). Two 
assessments are 
completed every 
half term in all year 
groups.

The main topics each year group will 
cover are:

YEAR 7 

•	 Self, family and friends

•	 House, home and town

•	 School

•	 Food and drink

•	 Sports and hobbies

YEAR 8 

•	 Fashion

•	 Future Plans

•	 Media

•	 Shopping and weather

•	 Holidays

YEAR 9 

•	 Hobbies

•	 Personality and physical 
description

•	 Illnesses

•	 Holidays

•	 Education and Future Plans
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Music
Of great merit, character and value

The main topics each year group will 
cover are:

YEAR 7

•	 The Bridging Unit - a topic to 
link work done in primary school 
with the work at Woldgate.

•	 Musical Elements & Graphic 
Scores - How music is 
represented using pictures.

•	 Musical Notation - the basics of 
reading and writing music.

•	 Music of the World - with 
particular reference to the 
African continent.

•	 Rock ‘N’ Roll- a look into the 
history of popular music.

•	 Programme Music - How music 
can be used to tell stories.

YEAR 8

•	 Chromaticism - a look at how 
using sharps and flats can affect 
music.

•	 Ringtones - adding chords to 
melodies.

•	 Indian Raga - a look into how 
music is written and performed 
in India.

•	 Minimalism - a style of music 
which is based around loops and 
repeated melodies.

•	 Britpop - a study of the music of 
Oasis, Blur and Pulp.

•	 The Blues - a study of the history 
of early Jazz.

YEAR 9

•	 Club Dance Music - Creating 
your own dance tracks using 
Garageband.

•	 Samba - a look into the music of 
Brazil.

•	 Rap and Songwriting - a unit to 
practise writing pop music like in 
the charts.

•	 Reggae - a look into how music 
is written and performed in 
Jamaica.

•	 Film Music - a study of the effect 
of music in film and television.

•	 Pop Music - a study of the most 
modern music.

ASSESSMENT

All work is formally 
assessed at the end 
of each half term 
and grades are 
recorded in planners. 
Assessments take 
place in listening, 
composing and 
performing lessons. 
Pupils will also have 
the opportunity to 
peer and self-assess 
their work.
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PE
Of great merit, character and value

The Physical Education Department at Woldgate School aims to 
develop and improve pupils’ health and wellbeing through a varied 
programme of sports and activities.

Pupils are introduced to a range of basic and advanced skills covering the full 
content of PE curriculum.

ASSESSMENT

Pupils follow each 
block of work for 
8 weeks and are 
formally assessed. 
A pupil’s working at 
grade is calculated 
using their best two 
levels (from different 
activity areas). Pupils 
have the opportunity 
to be assessed in 
multi-ability levels 
as well as practical 
performance.

This includes:

•	 Outwitting an opponent – 
activities such as games.

•	 Accurate replication – activities 
such as gymnastics.

•	 Exploring and communicating 
ideas, concepts and emotions 
– activities such as exercise to 
music and dance.

•	 Performing at a maximum level – 
activities using competition and 
personal bests such as athletics.

•	 Identifying and problem solving 
– activities such as orienteering 
and outdoor and adventurous 
tasks.

•	 Exercising safely and effectively – 
activities that focus on fitness and 
wellbeing such as circuit training.
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Philosophy & 
Ethics (Religious Studies)

Of great merit, character and value

Philosophy & Ethics at Woldgate School provokes challenging 
questions about issues of right and wrong, beliefs about God, the 
ultimate meaning and purpose of life and what it means to be 
human.

This is especially important today in Britain, which is multi-cultural in nature 
and the wider world, where many events in the news involve religious ideas, 
beliefs and practices.

Philosophy offers pupils the opportunity for personal reflection, and debating 
the big questions in life. It helps pupils to develop respect for and sensitivity to 
others, in particular, those whose beliefs are different from their own.

ASSESSMENT

There will be 
4 assessments 
completed at 
intervals throughout 
the year.

FURTHER 
OPPORTUNITIES

There is an 
opportunity for 
pupils in Y9 to 
visit Beth Shalam 
Holocaust Memorial 
Centre in June 2017.

The main topics each year group will 
cover are:

YEAR 7

•	 What is Philosophy and Ethics?

•	 Christianity

•	 Judaism

•	 Sikhism

•	 Spirited arts

YEAR 8

•	 Islam

•	 Justice

•	 Making moral decisions

•	 Pupils take part in the 
Archbishop of York Young 
Leaders Award.

YEAR 9

•	 Marriage

•	 Family life

•	 Equality and gender role

•	 Christian beliefs

•	 Holocaust
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Science
Of great merit, character and value

The Science Department at Woldgate School aims to develop and 
inspire a curiosity for learning – asking the questions of how and 
why things happen, blending this with a scientific literacy that will 
stay with the pupils throughout their lives.

In lessons we combine scientific knowledge and understanding with hands-on 
practical experience, problem solving and research,- much as science is in real 
life.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment 
comprises of an 
end of topic test for 
each of the titles 
listed here. These 
are levelled to give 
an indication of 
the pupil’s current 
level of attainment. 
There are also End of 
Year Examinations. 
The End of Year 8 
Examination will be 
used to set pupils in 
Year 9 and the End of 
Year 9 Examination 
will be used to select 
pupils for Triple 
Science.

The main topics each year group will 
cover are:

YEAR 7

•	 Cells and Animal Reproduction

•	 Plant Reproduction and Ecology

•	 Particles

•	 Acids, Earth and Atmosphere

•	 Forces and Motion

•	 The Particle Model

YEAR 8

•	 Diet, Digestion and Drugs

•	 Muscles, Bones and The 
Respiratory System

•	 Periodic Table

•	 Chemical Reactions

•	 Light and Sound

•	 Energy 

YEAR 9

•	 Photosynthesis and Respiration

•	 Genetics and Biodiversity

•	 Trends in the Periodic Table

•	 Types of Chemical Reaction

•	 Electricity

•	 Earth, Space and Forces
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Admissions
The school has a fixed admission limit of 
208 pupils.
Admissions should be made through East Riding of Yorkshire Council (in the 
first instance) and to Woldgate School and Sixth Form College directly. 

Please make your admission request through the East Riding website:  
www.eastriding.gov.uk or, alternatively, please telephone 01482 887700  
and ask for schools admissions.

To receive a copy of the school admission form, then please either visit our 
reception or, alternatively, download the document from our website: 
www.woldgate.net
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