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Join us for the 
Summer Soiree

Thursday 12th July

Year 7 HistorY trip to rievaulx 
abbeY and HelmsleY Castle

Luci from Year 7 writes: 

The History trip to Rievaulx Abbey and Helmsley Castle on Thursday was very enjoyable.  My 
favourite part of Rievaulx Abbey was when we explored the treasury and went through the 
underground passage because it was dark and it made me feel like I was in that period of 
time and venturing into the room.  
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Join us for the 

Summer Soirée

Thursday 12th July

Woldgate School and Sixth Form college

Follow @Woldgate
Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

138
NEWSLETTER
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

This week, we welcomed our new parents to school. It was wonderful to welcome and to have the 
pleasure of seeing so many children and parents joining our school community. As parents will 
be aware, we are currently oversubscribed as a school, and I know from speaking to Mr Sloman 

that in his visits to our primary schools he was left very impressed by the quite exceptional children 
who will be joining us. We are very grateful to parents and to our primary colleagues and look forward 
to many exciting years ahead.

Also, this week our Year 10 have truly embarked on the last year of their GCSE studies at Woldgate 
School. Following their mock examinations, they are now undertaking their GCSE French and Spanish 

speaking tests. With a year to go before their final examination we look forward, with the support of parents, to 
caring for, supporting and challenging each and every pupil to do their very best. 

On Tuesday, it was wonderful to see our Year 11 pupils as they returned for their Sixth Form Induction Day. I truly 
believe the measure of a successful school or department, alongside academic outcomes, is how many young adults 
decide to continue their Post 16 studies. It is testament to the love of the subject, the professional relationships 
pupils have built with their teachers and the opportunities offered beyond the formal curriculum that have excited 
and inspired. For a Sixth Form student it is also an important choice, as the selection and combination of subjects are 
an important factor in laying strong foundations for university study, and an apprenticeship or career.

Our Year 11 will also have their Prom tonight at Barmby Field Barns. It is an event that I look forward to every year 
and I know the huge amount of time colleagues, and especially Mrs Wright, invest in organising the celebration. The 
mixture of formality and fair ground rides, in a setting that is truly beautiful with the Wolds in the far distance, is 
absolutely perfect and a great way to recognise the achievements of our quite exceptional young people.

Last Friday, I joined tutors and teachers to welcome our Year 13 to their final celebratory dinner in Fulford, York. The 
formality of the occasion and the effort both Sixth Form students and staff have invested in making the evening 
a success, is always evident. As well as a celebration, it is also a little sad, I must admit, as after seven years at 
Woldgate School it is never easy to say goodbye to students who have spent so much of their time with us and have 
given so much to our community. Those feelings, though, are always balanced by the joy of hearing where each 
and every student is going next year. It is truly inspiring to work with young people and to see them continue their 
studies, start careers and to pursue their passions.

Finally, I would like to thank parents. It is the relationship between home and school that ultimately allows each and 
every pupil to succeed. Mrs Geary in a message used a famous quotation that I truly believe: “It takes a village to 
raise a child”. In working together collectively to support each other, we do the very best for our children and ensure 
their success, and I believe this week really has proved how important that message is in ensuring our children are 
happy, love learning and are successful.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

noticeboard

�

Summer muSic courSe with manny VaSS

Former Woldgate School pupil Manny Vass is leading a Music course during the holidays for aspiring young 
performers. Manny, a former Melbourne resident, is enjoying an international career as a Concert Pianist and 
lecturer, and has already had a number 1 album in the classical charts. He is DBS checked and holds teaching 
qualifications.

Provisional Dates - Monday 23rd-Friday 27th July 2018
Times - 10am to 4pm each day
£175 per pupil (equivalent to £5.38 per hour)
Location - Woldgate School

If you would be interested in receiving further information and details of how to enrol then please email Man-
ny (mannyvass@hotmail.com) or visit his website Emmanuelvass.co.uk

Year 10 GCSE pupils enjoyed an inspiring workshop with Manny as part of their studies and Manny is also per-

forming as a special guest at our Summer Soirée on 12th July.

summer soirée
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As we approach the end of the school year, our Lower School pupils will receive their Progress 
Reports for the year.  These reports provide a detailed and informative summary of their 
progress throughout the year across all their subjects, as well as their attitude to learning in 

class and towards their homework.  The Progress Report also states each pupil’s attendance to date, 
rewards and House points, together with comments from their Form Tutor and their Head of Care & 
Achievement.  The Progress Report is therefore an invaluable summary of each pupil’s progress and 
achievement across an entire academic year.

However, the Progress Report is also an essential tool in helping pupils to reflect upon their learning and 
progress, and in setting their targets for the future.  When pupils receive their Progress Reports in Form 
Registration, they carefully read through the report identifying areas of strength and areas where improvement 
can be made.  They stick a copy of the Report into their Planner, and note down their reflections and targets.  
The Progress Report can then form the basis of focussed targets and discussions between pupils, parents and 
teachers.  The Progress Report therefore plays a central role in helping our pupils to review their progress, and 
to ensure they continue to make excellent progress into the future.

KeY dates

2018

summer term

4tH June - 20tH JulY

training daYs

23rd JulY 2018

autumn term

5tH september - 26tH oCtober

5tH november - 21st deCember

loWer sCHool

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

Mr Sloman Writes:
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This week has seen our pupils taking part in their final House Enrichment day of the year, based on 
a sporting theme.  It was fantastic to see our Year 10 pupils enthusiastically taking part in their 
multi-sport activities before supporting the more traditional races in the afternoon, particularly 

as they will be starting their work experience placements next week.

Work experience is an important part of becoming ‘workplace-ready’, enabling pupils to gain skills 
that will help them to stand out to potential employers in future years.  A prospective employer will 
look favourably on the effort taken by pupils to obtain work experience as it helps to equip them 
with the softer skills such as team working, communication skills and even the beginnings of having 

some commercial awareness.  One of the best things about undertaking work experience is that it gives pupils the 
chance to try different things before committing themselves for a long period of time. If they have a particular 
career path in mind and can secure work experience in that sector, they will have additional knowledge which can 
help inform future choices about further education and training. Indeed, many of our former pupils have secured 
future employment opportunities and apprenticeships as a direct result of their Year 10 placements. We hope our 
Year 10 pupils make the most of their opportunities over the next two weeks and I cannot wait to hear all about 
their adventures in the ‘real world’ when they return in September.

As we look ahead to next week, I’m looking forward to our Summer Soirée on Thursday 12th July which is always a 
highlight of the school year.  If you haven’t already got that date in your diary, please make a space for it as I’m sure 
you won’t be disappointed.

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

attendanCe, aCHievement & 
Care Co-ordinators

MrS r Bourne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS K MiLne

attendance

07980 702715

MrS c wrigHt

 
upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S ButcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

MS a LongStaff
Head of upper ScHooL

upper sCHool Ms Longstaff Writes:
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Continued from page 1

I liked exploring the way the Monks lived in the Monasteries and about how King Henry 
VIII had forced the closure of Rievaulx Abbey because he had finally become Head of the 
Church and wanted to take over all the Monasteries and Monks. I was surprised at how large 
Rievaulx was, and all the different parts to the Church, it wasn't just used to pray, but it had 
places for the choir and a special altar, which they took care to shape into a cross and to 
make it face North.

Helmsley Castle was interesting too because we actually got to go inside an intact building 
and explore where they kept the food and where they baked bread. I loved going into the 
small slots where archers shot their arrows behind stonewalls. I found out that they didn't 
have potatoes and instead they ate bread. They had at least one bread oven in every room.

My favourite part in Helmsley was when we were allowed to buy an ice cream at the Castle 
shop, because it was delicious and there were lots of different flavours!

If you are visiting Rievaulx Abbey or Helmsley Castle I would recommend wearing shorts and 
a t-shirt and applying lots of sun cream because it can get very warm, with little shade. I also 
suggest taking lots of water and a hat and sunglasses to cover your face. Make sure you take 
a pen or pencil to write notes in your booklet.
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Last Friday, 30th June, our Year 13s came together to celebrate the completion of their time at 
Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, and to have an opportunity to say goodbye to the staff and 
fellow students who have been a part of that journey with them. It was such a wonderful evening, 

and I was very proud to be part of it. The Senior Prefect team did an amazing job of organising the 
event, and the venue and the students looked absolutely stunning. As I looked around the room during 
the course of the evening, I was struck by the sense of community, camaraderie and companionship 
which I feel has really summed up this year group. As a small Sixth Form, we are very privileged to be 
able to grow together over the two years and I know that the friendships that have been fostered in 
that time have helped to shape our young people as they begin the next part of their journey. Sixth 

Form is really a microcosm of society, and as we say goodbye to our Year 13 students I have absolute confidence that 
they are ready for the next chapter of their lives: I have seen them flourish in their time here, as they have learnt 
about themselves and grown closer to the type of person they want to be. It is that sense of self-reflection and 
self-improvement that has impressed me most about this year group; it is their resilience and their support for each 
other. As I looked around the room on Friday evening I felt immensely proud.

As we said goodbye to one year group, we welcomed the next with our Sixth Form Induction Day on Tuesday. It 
is incredible to think that in just two short years those students will have completed their A Level and BTEC 
qualifications and will be preparing to leave to begin their degree, apprenticeship or employment. Those two years 
will fly by, and it is important for our new Year 12s to be able to make a swift and smooth transition into Sixth Form 
studying. The Induction Day is a key part of that process, in beginning to think like a Sixth Form student and be 
ready to hit the ground running in September. It was therefore wonderful to be able to make a very positive start 
on Tuesday, with pupils approaching the day with focus and maturity. I am very much looking forward to welcoming 
them in September. 

Our current Year 12 students were also an absolute credit to the school and Sixth Form as they took a leading role on 
Sports Day, helping to run activities and acting as fantastic role models to younger pupils.

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

sixtH Form College Mrs Lawson Writes:



MrS S geary
Head of incLuSion

Every Wednesday lunchtime in A10, there is the school’s new Code Club.  Code Club is a nationwide 
network of volunteers and educators who run free coding clubs for young people aged 9-13. 
Young people build up programming skills as they move through the projects in their club.

• Projects introduce key programming concepts 

• Learners follow step-by-step instructions 

• Pupils create something different and original in each project 

• Activities encourage challenge-based learning 

Our Code Club started three weeks ago with the aim of encouraging pupils to become enthusiastic and independ-
ent programmers.  Open to Year 7 and 8, pupils have begun to build games, Art, websites and even small robots 
using a range of languages including Python and Javascript.  Some of the pupils who attend find the environment 
helpful for building confidence and friendships.  The Code Club allows pupils to investigate programs which they 
don’t get chance to access in lessons and is a development of skills which they can pursue in the future.  Mr Keefe 
encourages the pupils to explore and experiment with areas which interest them.  So, if you want to find out how 
computers “tick” come along and find out.
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