
Have a very Merry 
CHristMas and a Happy 

new year!

wisHing you all a very 
Merry CHristMas & 
a Happy new year

In memory of Kate Amin, who loved Christmas, we have planted a beautiful Christmas tree 

at the front of the school.  A fitting tribute to a much missed teacher, colleague and friend.

Covered in lights it will be enjoyed by all who visit the school for many years to come.
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

We end the term celebrating our Sixth Formers accomplishments at their Awards Evening, 
following very successful Award Evenings for Year 7 and 8 the previous week. It is always a 
pleasure to see those celebrations continuing across school, with 66378 rewards issued this 

term. 

Over 53,496 rewards for academic merit, 7,123 for Character and 5,759 for Value and actions that 
contribute to the school and wider community. I am so very proud of our pupils and Sixth Form 
students who have achieved these rewards. I am also very grateful to my colleagues, for taking the 
time to recognise, celebrate and record these individual accomplishments every lesson and each day. 

In addition, over 7895 House Points have also been awarded. Each of these awards really does celebrate the indi-
vidual and their experiences, hobbies and interests beyond the formal curriculum, inside and outside of school, 
including their contribution to our wider community. 

This year, it has also been wonderful to see the outstanding teaching and to have the school and colleagues recog-
nised for their practise through our Teaching School status and also, more recently, the Golden Apple Teacher 
Awards. Good teaching is at the heart of our success as a school and as it is fundamental to the learning and educa-
tion of our pupils, it really is fantastic to see so many really inspiring lessons. It is also a great privilege to be part of 
a lesson where the detailed planning, the teachers confidence and love for their subject, really inspires pupils to do 
their best and to engage with the content of the lesson. I am, therefore, excited that we’ll have the opportunity to 
share that enthusiasm through our Teaching School.

With good teaching comes exceptional results. They provide a recognition of the pupil or Sixth Form student’s 
success and also provide a wealth of possibilities for our young people as they decide upon the next stage of their 
career, be it Sixth Form, university and apprenticeship or employment. Individual accomplishments this year are 
once again remarkable and the fact that as a school we now add nearly half a GCSE grade above and beyond schools 
nationally, really does show that our pupils are performing at the very highest level. The school is now ranked 500 
out of 6543 schools across the country, placing the school in the top 7.6% of schools nationally. We also see the 
same strong outcomes at Sixth Form for our pupils, where our pupils outperform schools nationally, even included 
private educational establishments.

For me though, the one of the key highlights of this week and even this year was the Carol Concert and our Christmas 
Services at All Saints Church in Pocklington. There is something very special about being together as a community, 
reflecting and celebrating together as the year comes to a close. It is for me, the start of Christmas and the point 
where I do reflect on the year and start to relax into the Christmas period, ready to spend time with friends and 
family.

I do hope you have a wonderful Christmas and I would like to offer on behalf of my colleagues, our appreciation 
for your support over the last year. With your support we have, once again, enjoyed many successes this year, but it 
is your support for your child and this community that has created a place where our children truly are succeeding 
and growing as individuals. I know with my own children, how quickly time seems to pass and how brief every 
moment feels, as we see them grow and change before us. It is, therefore, nice to take that time this Christmas to 

be together and to remember that journey. I am very much looking forward to spending time with my 
children and being together as a family. 

Happy Christmas.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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2018 in piCtures

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’
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