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Before Half Term, Year 7 had the fantastic opportunity of hearing a full orchestra play a concert just for them.   
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Following the half-term holiday, we’ve had an excellent start to the term and it has been wonderful to 
welcome pupils and Sixth Form students back in school.

This half-term will include our Literacy Week and I am looking forward to the whole school focusing 
on reading, writing and the joy of a good book. The use of electronic devices outside of school has 
arguably started to impact on how we, as adults, access information and the same is true for our children. 
We already know that 80% of children who can read more complex text, read more frequently and have 
access to a wider range of books, with at least twenty of their own books at home. 

Simple interactions, such as being read to, and exposure to books, magazines and newspapers, impact children’s progress 
in learning to read. The joy of the printed word and being able to see an article in full, reading a magazine front to back 
or sitting down with a good book (even if it is electronic) clearly do make a difference and help our children to learn 
spellings, new words, grammar and understand the skill in crafting a piece of writing. I am, therefore, looking forward to 
seeing pupils and colleagues share their love of the written word.

We have literally a few weeks left before our Year 11 pupils and Year 13 students will be taking their examinations. Our 
Year 9 pupils will also be making their final decisions on the subjects they would like to opt for in Year 10 and Year 8 will 
be receiving an updated Pupil Progress Report.

I would also like to thank parents for feedback on the new pupil report. We are currently working to include more 
information that will specifically help identify your child’s reading age and numeracy skills. As we all know, the ability to 
be able to read proficiently and to understand numbers is prevalent in all subject areas and is critical to their success. We 
are, therefore, hopeful that through piloting a national programme we will be able to further tailor our support and also 
provide additional support, as required, with parents, to address any potential barriers to learning.

In 2016 we ran several consultations with parents about the school, with regard to the school uniform, the reporting 
of pupil progress and rewards, to name but a few. In 2019 our pupils are wearing their new school uniform, we have 
completely redesigned the pupil report, our grading system and introduced a new reward system (including Houses). 
All these actions and many others were taken in response to the priorities identified by pupils, parents and colleagues. 

This half-term and next we would like to once again consult with pupils, parents and colleagues to identify those areas 
that you believe are a strength of the school or where you’d like to see further improvement, as we are committed to 
doing our all to ensure your child enjoys school, feels supported and cared for and succeeds in their studies, in partnership 
with yourself. 

We will, therefore, be providing opportunities for parents to share ideas and thoughts, so we can together, ensure our 
school continues to be the first choice for pupils and parents. 

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Using the internet safeLY - adviCe for Parents and Carers

Following our E Safety Evening for Year 7 pupils on Wednesday 6th February, we have included some advice for 
parents and carers to help ensure their children are using the internet safely.

Online Safety - Have a conversation 

A simple and effective way to get involved with your children and their lives online is through discussion.  By 
maintaining an open dialogue with your child and encouraging them to talk to you about their internet use parents 
can help children access the amazing resources the internet has to offer whilst keeping them safe online. 

Conversation starter ideas:

1. Ask your children to tell you about the sites they like to visit and what they enjoy doing online.

2. Ask them about how they stay safe online. What tips do they have for you, and where did they learn    
them? What is OK and not OK to share?

3. Ask them if they know where to go for help, where to find the safety advice, privacy settings and how to report 
or block on the services they use.

4 .Encourage them to help. Perhaps they can show you how to do something better online or they might have a 
friend who would benefit from their help and support.

5. Think about how you use the internet as a family. What could you do to get more out of the internet together and 
further enjoy your lives online?

How to check what your child is watching

• Check the browser history on their phone/computer/tablet. Pressing Ctrl+H while the browser is open will bring up 
the history.

• Windows PC: If you create an account for a child you will get the option to enable Family Safety settings. This allows 
you to block certain sites and get weekly reports of activity. 

• Apple Mac: You can share screens even if your child is on a different Mac computer/tablet. If you log on as an 
administrator on your child’s Mac you can select sharing preferences and choose Screen Sharing, before clicking on 
Allow Access For and adding yourself as an admin. On your own Mac, click on network to see your child’s activity.

Other sources of support and advice for parents and carers can be found at:

 

 https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/ 

 https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers

 https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
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Over the next few weeks, Lower School pupils will be receiving 
their Spring Progress Reviews. Progress Reviews are a termly 
summary of how much progress each pupil is making in each 

of their subjects. 

Progress Reviews are produced to help both our pupils and parents 
understand exactly how each of our pupils are getting on.  In addition 
to the comprehensive booklet parents receive, all our pupils receive 
a sticker summarising their progress in the year to date, which they 

stick in their Planners.  They analyse their Progress Reviews, noting down the 
progress they have made in each subject.  They also note down areas of strength 
and success, as well as setting themselves clear, measurable and specific targets 
for the future.

In addition to understanding how much progress they are making, Progress 
Reviews also present our pupils with a summary of their ‘Attitude to Learning’ 
in each subject.  ‘Attitude to Learning’ scores summarise a wide range of 
attributes, effort and focus, with the highest possible score rated ‘Excellent 
(1)’.  Attitude to Learning encompasses all those skills and approaches that make 
accelerated progress possible, such as neat presentation of work, self-motivation, 
independent learning, participation in lessons, response to teachers’ feedback 
and organisation.  These attributes and skills, when employed by pupils regularly 
and consistently, ultimately lead to better than expected levels of progress.

Lower sChooL  
weekLY awards

great Merit awards

Year 7: ChristoPher jessoP

Year 8: aLfie roBinson

Year 9: Chad Beevers

great CharaCter awards

Year 7: eMiLY gUest

Year 8: aMY BiLLUPs

Year 9: CaMeron thoMPson

great vaLUe awards

Year 7: jaMes newBoUnd

Year 8: LUCY jones

Year 9: harveY Morrison

forM of the week award

Year 7: 7Mho

Year 8: 8kMC

Year 9: 9aLs

Lower sChooL

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

Mr Sloman Writes:
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One of the pleasures of being on duty at lunchtimes in school is the chance it gives to be able to 
walk around the site and see pupils engaged in different activities and clubs.  We have a wide 
range of extra-curricular activities to enhance the holistic education of our children. 

I particularly enjoy hearing pupils practicing their music and already this year I have seen the same pupils 
spend hours playing during their free time.  It was a delight to see some of these pupils performing BBC 
10 Pieces in the full orchestra in the last week before half term.  It is clear that this fantastic spectacle 
wasn’t just a one-off performance but a culmination of hours of practice that manifested in that one 
moment.

As with music, when it comes to success in examinations the habit and not the final performance is the most important 
thing. It is very fitting, therefore, that the Woldgate School Prom takes place for Year 11 after the examinations have 
been completed but before the results are published.  This gives us a chance to all truly celebrate the hard work pupils 
have completed.  To acknowledge the good habits and their persistence in isolation from the final outcomes.

To help pupils to recognise the behaviours and activities that lead to success, in the coming week we launch our annual 
Passport to Prom scheme.  Each Year 11 pupil has been issued with a ‘Passport to the Prom’ booklet, which allows them 
to showcase the positive steps they are taking to ensure that they achieve their full potential.  These include: 

• At least 100 Rewards in the period
• No more than 20 codes and/or detentions in the period
• No lates (to school or lessons)
•	 Successful	completion	and	tutor	sign-off	of	all	Weekly	Revision	Logs
•	 At	least	200	GCSE	Pods	viewed
•	 Attendance	at	least	10	subject	revision	sessions
•	 Attendance	at	all	after	school	Woldgate	Tutorials	(Spring	term	only)
•	 Attendance	at	the	Year	11	Study	Skills	Evening	on	20th	March	2019

The full booklet outlines nine key areas for pupils to strive to achieve.  To be sure of receiving an invitation to the Prom, 
pupils must achieve at least six of the criteria in the period Monday 4th March to Friday 17th May 2019. 

We would like to thank you for your support in helping your child at this important time and hope that this process will 
help them to recognise the actions that they can take to prepare for success in the summer. 

Mr Davies, Deputy Headteacher

 

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

UPPer sChooL
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art & design

Modern 
foreign 

LangUages

Examples of some Wonderful Work created by our pupils recently
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It has been wonderful to welcome our Sixth Form students back following the half-term break. Our 
Year 13 students have got straight into their mock exams with focus and determination and I’m sure 
their hard work over half-term will pay off when they receive their results. 

Sixth Form studies can be a stressful time for students, particularly around exam periods, and it is 
important that our young people have a support system in place and strategies to help them maintain 
good mental health. The key messages that we believe are crucial for our students are: if you are 
experiencing mental health problems, you are not alone; it’s okay not to be okay and it’s okay to talk 

about mental health. Our team of tutors, Mrs Bourne and myself as Head of Sixth Form are always available for 
students to discuss any concerns. It is important for students to see their health as a priority and to make time to 
look after themselves.

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

sixth forM CoLLege Mrs	Lawson	Writes:



MrS S geary
Head of incLUSion

On the Thursday before Half Term, Year 7 had the fantastic opportunity of hearing a full orchestra 
play a concert just for them.  The orchestra was made up of local musicians and the East Riding 
peripatetic music teachers, but also some of our own pupils from the Chamber Orchestra were 

invited to sit in, too; what a great experience!

The repertoire for the concert incorporated many of the BBC’s 10 pieces: music which was chosen 
to encourage pupils to listen, engage with and want to know more about classical music.  The 
performance included: John Adams’ A Short Ride in a Fast Machine; Aaron Copland’s Hoe Down from 
the ballet Rodeo; Mambo from West Side Story by Leonard Bernstein and a particular favourite of 
Year 7 In the Hall of the Mountain King from Peer Gynt by Edvard Grieg.

Each piece was introduced using a small video presentation which explained the context of the music and key 
features to listen out for.  Some pupils were even given the opportunity to conduct a small excerpt; it’s not as easy 
as it looks!

The aim of the 10 pieces is to introduce pupils to inspiring music and empower them to make their own creative 
responses. So, on returning to our classroom we discussed the music and the power of the pieces to stir up feelings 
in us.  The firm favourite in the group was the Pirates of the Caribbean by Klaus Badelt and Hans Zimmer so we used 
this as the starting point for a piece of creative writing.  Some pupils referred to the crescendos and diminuendos; 
the change in tempo for effect and the echoes of waves and battle in the texture.

Abbie Parris wrote: The beginning of the music reminds me of a relaxing summer’s day, but then you realise that 
something is wrong and you dash away running through corridors, jumping over fences eager to get away.  Screams and 
shouts are rattling in your ears as you desperately sprint though crowds of people trying to find a place to hide.  Then, out 
of nowhere, you find the perfect hiding place for your escape.  The pounding of your heart becomes louder as everything 
goes silent.  You realise you are safe…

Well done Abbie, let’s hope the opportunity to inspire creativity through live performance continues in the future.

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net
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Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
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