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Have a great 

Easter holiday!

UK MatheMatical challenge SUcceSS
In February, thirty of our Year 11 pupils took part in the Intermediate United Kingdom Mathematics Trust challenge as part 
of their Enrichment at Woldgate. Only 40% of pupils who take part nationally gain a certificate, at Woldgate eighteen pupils 
gained a certificate, a fantastic achievement. Well done to them all. 

Dr Lofthouse

What our pupils said about the UKMT Challenge:

"After completing the UKMT challenge I feel I have developed skills such as logical thinking. Having the ability to take a more 
logical approach to questions has made problem solving and written questions easier as I come to prepare for my GCSEs. I have 
found these skills to also be transferable into other subjects such as Computer Science where logical thinking is a necessity. As 
well as this challenge being very beneficial for our upcoming exams, my class and I found them very enjoyable and stimulating" 
Yasmine Year 11.

"The challenges made me want to strive to widen my knowledge of methods of how to approach difficult questions, which will help 
me in my future exams" Emma Year 11.

"I felt that the maths challenge was very difficult however this was good because it helped me to improve my problem solving 
skills" Lucy Year 11.

"It teaches you a certain way of thinking, completely alien to the normal mindset and thus very difficult to achieve. Such abstract 
question challenges are rare and are therefore valuable to development" Dylan Year 11.

A sample question from the UKMT Challenge:

There are 120 000 red squirrels living in Scotland. This represents 75% of their total UK population. 
How many more red squirrels live in Scotland than live in the remainder of the UK?
A 30 000 B 40 000 C 60 000 D 80 000 E 90 000      (answer on page 3)
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

We are at the end of another very busy term and with the days starting to warm up, the trees in 
bud and the flowers starting to bloom, I do hope you find time to be with family and friends 
over the Easter holiday.

It was good on Wednesday to meet Year 10 parents and a real pleasure to share the many successes of 
our children both in class and beyond. I am very grateful to our parents, whose support in school and 
within our wider community has been fundamental to our schools success. It is a partnership that we 
talk of often, but one that few schools are so fortunate to enjoy. Your positive engagement ensures 
both your child and my colleagues feel a genuine partnership with everyone working to do the best 

collectively for our children.

Parents will also be aware I’m sure, that we are once again oversubscribed as a school. We have received over 290 
applications for 208 places at the school. I have also received many letters from parents and children who are looking 
forward to joining our community in September. It has though been an upsetting time, as we’ve not been able to 
provide places for all children and as a parent myself I have found reading the lovely letters from parents who have 
been unable to secure a place heart wrenching. We unfortunately cannot provide for such numbers and I feel that 
should we grow in size, like some secondary schools have opted to do, we would remain high performing, but would 
lose what I feel is fundamental and at the heart of our school – our ability to know each and every child - to remain a 
small welcoming community. We have sought to increase numbers slightly for next year, but our intent is to remain 
small and to continue to be a school that focuses on building a strong community, with shared values and achieves the 
very best outcomes for our children.

House Enrichment Day on Thursday was an excellent example of our community working successfully together. Few 
schools are as ambitious as to take a whole school off timetable and to provide tailored sessions that pupils can opt 
for as part of extra-curricular offer. 

To give parents a feel for the breadth available, I thought it would be good to share just a few of the options that were 
available to your child.

• Reach for the Stars – designing and testing rockets.

• Release you inner poet/playwright/novelist.

• Crash test dummies – build a car and using a computer perform a crash test.

• Spiritual Art – create your own Rangoli pattern.

• Paint a picture and contribute to an image of a philosopher.

I would also like to publicly thank colleagues who gave of their time, to plan, buy equipment and run these extraordinary 
experiences for our children. I am also grateful to York University who kindly offered to provide revision sessions for 

our Year 11 and Sixth Form students. 

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Thinking journals

Keeping a thinking journal can be a highly effective way for learners to develop their ability to plan, 
monitor and self-evaluate.

A thinking journal is a powerful active learning tool that helps pupils and students to reflect on how 
they think. In addition, a thinking journal can encourage a learner to explore, question, connect ideas 
and persist with their learning.

Think of it as a diary. A way for your child to reflect on their day and primarily what they have learned. 
Reflecting will help to consolidate long term memories and it can also be a lovely way as a parent to 
talk about the school day – to focus on what children have been taught and learned about, rather than 
just the pastoral life of school.

The journal can be used in many ways including:

- to record ideas from a lesson, film, presentation, etc.

- to make predictions about what will happen next

- to record questions

- to summarise and restate the main ideas of a book, film, etc.

- to reflect upon and connect the ideas presented to other domains of knowledge.

(Costa, Bellanca and Fogarty 1992)

attendance, achieveMent & 
care co-ordinatorS

Mrs r Bourne

sixtH ForM

07790 351276

Mrs K Milne

attendance

07980 702715

Mrs c WrigHt

 
upper scHool

07790 351281

Mr s ButcHer

loWer scHool

07790 351283

MKUt challenge anSwer: d 80 000
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As we reach the end of the Spring Term, it is a good time for 
our Lower School pupils to reflect upon their successes and 
achievements over the last few months.  Our Year 9 pupils 

have chosen their options for their GCSE subjects next year; our 
Year 8 pupils are making good progress in their studies, and our Year 
7 pupils have settled in very well to secondary school life and are 
valued members of our school community.

This week, our Lower School pupils have been taking part in our 
Enrichment Day.  During the day, pupils worked together in their Houses taking 
part in a range of activities and tasks.  It is always fantastic to see our younger 
pupils working alongside our older pupils; they support and get to know each 
other, and it is this strong sense of community that really does make being a 
member of Woldgate School such a privilege.

As well as having a well-deserved rest, our Lower School pupils should use the 
holidays to think about all the events and opportunities awaiting them in the 
summer term, and what they would like to achieve.  Whatever our pupils want to 
achieve, we will be there to support them.  In the meantime, I would like to wish 
all our Lower School pupils a happy Easter.

lower School  
weeKly awardS

great Merit awardS

year 7: eleanor taylor

year 8: iSabelle wright

year 9:  lUcy toyne

great character awardS

year 7: oScar roSe

year 8: daniel Pollard

year 9: aMy wheatley

great valUe awardS

year 7: eMily gUeSt

year 8: JaMeS tyndall

year 9: harvey Sewell

ForM oF the weeK award

year 7: 7rwa

year 8: 8KMc

year 9: 9Jbw

lower School

Mr l sloMan
Head oF loWer scHool

Mr Sloman Writes:
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When Phillip Larkin wrote a poem for one of his closest friends – Kingsley Amis - to congratulate 
him on the birth of his child, he took the opportunity to make a wish for the baby’s future.  He 
could have wished for anything of course – money, health, happiness, - but instead he says “may 

you be ordinary… average”, “not ugly, not good-looking.”

It has been a pleasure to explore this poem with pupils across the school this week as part of our current 
project on mental wellbeing and safeguarding, entitled Bee Kind.  This project focuses on the idea of 
causality – that a child’s internal perceptions of themselves, others, and their environment can impact 
upon the things they do, say, and ultimately become. 

Watch your thoughts, they become words;

Watch your words, they become actions;

Watch your actions, they become habits;

Watch your habits, they become character;

Watch your character, for it becomes your destiny.

The first strand of this campaign has focused on the idea of appearance and self-esteem.  I’m sure that even as adults we 
all have parts of our appearance that we are self-conscious about or that we would change if we could.  Being forgiving 
to oneself is difficult but important and the assembly this week focused on how a negative outlook about our own 
appearance can create worry, insecurity, and can hold us back – often for things that are, in reality, insignificant.  Why 
doesn’t Larkin wish for beauty for Amis’ child?  For reason that appearance can be a distraction from the real fulfilment 
of life: that a focus on looks can “pull you off your balance, that, unworkable itself, stops all the rest from working.”  He 
ends by adding:

In fact, may you be dull - If that is what a skilled, vigilant, flexible, unemphasised, enthralled catching of happiness is called.

One of the main reasons why uniform is important to us as a school is because it allows us to put appearance aside.  
Without fashionable or expensive adornment, it best highlights the person in the uniform and their character, merit, 
and value.  It makes it clear that school is not a place where external beauty is important but where we can focus on 
learning and that “skilled, vigilant, flexible, unemphasised, enthralled catching of happiness.”  For pupils in Years 10 and 
11, focusing on that - and all of their vast potential for the future - is, of course, the key.

I hope you have a wonderful Easter break.

Mr G Davies 

 

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

Ms a longstaFF
Head oF upper scHool

UPPer School
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Safeguarding our children
Bee Kind is about showing kindness. The act of being friendly, generous and 
considerate of others. It is a key part of our Safeguarding and mental health 
strategy and is about keeping our children safe and well.

Online safety. What’s it all about? 

Over the following few weeks we will start by focusing on on-line safety by providing you with information that will 
hopefully be helpful in keeping your children safe online. We will continue this series of articles by focusing on the 
most popular on-line applications your child may use.

            Instagram

Photo / video sharing | Content sharing | Messaging | Live streaming | Location sharing | Online relationships

We recommend: 14+ Minimum.

Instagram is a picture and video sharing app. Users can post content and use hashtags to share experiences, thoughts 
or memories with an online community. You can follow your friends, family, celebrities and even companies on 
Instagram. Instagram allows live streaming.

What do I need to know about Instagram?

We've spoken to parents to find out what they think about Instagram. We've also asked children and young people 
what they think. Here's what they said:

Children’s views

What do children and young people dislike about it?

9% of the children and young people who reviewed Instagram thought it was unsafe. The main things they told us they 
don’t like about Instagram were:

People you don’t know can comment on your posts, message you or follow you.

Sometimes you can see upsetting or inappropriate posts.

People write mean or bullying comments on your posts.

What do children and young people like about it?

The main things that children and young people told us they like about Instagram were:

A fun way to see what your friends, family and celebrities are up to.

It’s easy to communicate with your friends

You can follow pages with things you’re interested in

Posting photos and videos in a creative way
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It has been a fantastic week in the Sixth Form and a great end to 
the Spring term. Yesterday, our Year 13 students travelled to York 
University for a study day. This was an ideal way to kickstart their 

Easter revision programme, and really helped them to focus on 
what they want to achieve during the next few weeks. I have been 
very impressed by the approach from our young people and would 
urge them to stay focused on their goals as they move into this final 
section of the year.

Our Year 12 students participated in the second House Enrichment Day of the year, 
and were brilliant role models for younger pupils throughout the day. A big part 
of being a Sixth Form student at Woldgate is our Holistic Education and enabling 
students to be part of a wider community whilst giving something back to the 
school. Our students never disappoint and as always they really stepped up to this 
challenge on Thursday.

Finally, a huge congratulations to our Sixth Form football team, who played in their 
final match of the season yesterday and have won the league.

Key dateS

SPring terM 2019

25th February - 5th april

SUMMer terM 
2019

23rd april - 24th may

3rd June - 19th July

StaFF training 
dayS

22nd July 2019
23rd July 2019

Mrs K laWson
Head oF sixtH ForM

SiXth ForM college Mrs Lawson Writes:



Mrs s geary
Head oF inclusion

I love House Enrichment Day.  It has become a highlight of the Woldgate School Calendar and it is has been 
wonderful watching it evolve over the past few years.  There is always a sense of excitement as it approaches 
and the range of experiences make it accessible to all, whether it involves individual challenges or team 

events.  

We are fortunate to have had amazing House Captains to encourage, inspire and occasionally cajole pupils into 
experiencing the best of the day.  The assemblies which start the day, led by the House Captains are always 
creative and full of energy.  They have the task of bringing together pupils and staff from across the school and 
encouraging them to work as a team; to be identified with their House and to spend the day making new friends 

House Enrichment Day also allows staff to be creative and run sessions which appeal to pupils, but which are outside the 
usual curriculum such as Rocket Science, making castles and being inspired to write poetry. 

This year, there was a session on interpreting paintings and the symbolism found in 16th Century paintings of Queen 
Elizabeth I, with the opportunity to create 21st Century versions.  Every picture tells a story as the saying goes, the pictures 
of our beautiful Wolds and Dales made up of squares painted by each of the pupils on a former House Enrichment Day 
represent the way pupils are all different but come together to make a wonderful image when working together as a team.  

Mental health and wellbeing, what’S it all aboUt? 

When we think about healthy living, we tend to focus on looking after our bodies – our physical wellbeing – through 
food, being active and getting enough sleep.

However, to be healthy overall, it’s important that we look after our minds – our mental wellbeing – too. Our 
bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our physical wellbeing can help our 
mental wellbeing as well. 

As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health. Every week we’ll share a few simple 
ways you can encourage them to look after their body and mind:

 Chat with your child about what you do to look after your body and mind, from walking the dog to turning your phone 
off before bed. Sharing the steps you’ve taken to stay healthy can set a good example for them – but don’t be afraid 
to admit it if you’ve struggled! It’s important for children to keep trying, even when things are difficult. 

Praise your child and other family members for what they do to look after their body and mind – even if it’s small. 
If your child sees healthy living in a positive light, they’re more likely to carry on doing these things throughout life. 

Remind them that there’s no such thing as a perfect body or mind – and no one is perfectly healthy! Your child might 
be tempted to compare themselves to other children, especially on social media, but it’s important to remember that 
everyone’s bodies and minds are different – and that’s something to celebrate. 

Do something regularly with your child to be Healthy: Inside and Out. Family life can be very busy and stressful 
at times. Cooking a meal, sitting down for a family dinner, or going for a walk together can be a great way to stay 
connected and have fun.

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net
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Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
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