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Yesterday morning, our Year 
11 pupils received their Mock 
exam results. I began my 

assembly by playing the Jimmy Cliff 
song, “You Can Get It If You Really 
Want”, because we do believe that 
for those pupils who have worked 
hard and who will continue to do 
so, that they will end their time at 
Woldgate, with the success that they 
deserve.

For some, the time spent reflecting 

on their grades in their Form groups 
forced them to realise just how much 
work is still needed, but for many, 
there was so much to be proud of. 

It was humbling to see and hear that 
every pupil could find something 
that they could do to improve their 
outcomes. With the support of their 
peers, family and staff, I am confi-
dent that together they can achieve 
well in their summer exams. 

As we head into the crucial months 
ahead, please keep communicating 
with school and let me know if there 
is anything else that we can do to 
further support your child. 

Please note that Year 11 Parents’ 
Evening is on February 7th; this is a 
key day for these conversations to 
begin. Thank you for your 
continued support.

Mrs Atkinson, Head of Care and Achievement for Year 11 writes:
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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

To all pupils collecTing Their 
mock examinaTion resulTs!

Year 11 Mock results DaYs

Congratulations!
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

This week, the school league tables were officially published by the Department of Education and Wold-
gate School is once again ranked in the top 26% of schools in England.

Our Progress 8 figure of 0.21 (the new school measure) would place the school in the top three highest 
performing schools in the City of York, alongside Huntington and Millthorpe School. This score shows 
how much progress pupils at this school made between the end of Key Stage 2 and the end of Key Stage 
4, compared to pupils across England who got similar results at the end of Key Stage 2. This is based on 
results in up to 8 qualifications which include, English, Mathematics, three Baccalaureate qualifications 
including sciences, Computer Science, History, Geography and languages, and three other additional 

approved qualifications.

The average Progress 8 score for ‘mainstream’ schools in England is 0. If the score is below -0.5, the school may come 
under increased scrutiny and receive additional support. A score above zero means pupils made more progress on aver-
age, than pupils across England who got similar results at the end of Key Stage 2.

Our percentage of pupils achieving an A*-C grade in English and Mathematics would also place the school in the top 
three highest performing, with All Saints School and Fulford School. This is a stunning achievement and testament to our 
fabulous pupils, hardworking colleagues and, of course, our very supportive parents.

• Progress 8 is 0.21 (top 26% highest performing schools in the country).

• 75% of pupils achieved GCSE grades at A*-C in English and Mathematics.

• 50% of pupils achieved an A*-A grade.

In addition, with 50% of pupils achieving an A*-A grade, it is wonderful to see so many of our pupils performing at such 
an exceptionally high level.

The school was also, this week, invited to present at an East Riding Conference following the exceptional results of our 
‘Pupil Premium’ children. Introduced in April 2011, the Pupil Premium is allocated to children who are looked after by 
the local authority, those who have been eligible for Free School Meals at any point in the last six years and for children 
whose parents are currently serving in the armed forces.

Results such as these, I feel, are part of the reason why the percentage of our pupils staying in education to study in the 
Sixth Form, or to enter employment, is one of the highest in the area at 97%.

I would also like to congratulate four of our pupils who have received offers for Oxford or Cambridge University. I’m 
advised that the high number of offers is a record for the Sixth Form and one of which we should undoubtedly be proud. 
It is also wonderful to see our Sixth Form pupils completing their applications for university and I would like, on their 
behalf, to thank the Sixth Form team, who I know have invested a significant amount of time and energy to support pupils 
and to write references.

I would also like to congratulate our now current Year 12 pupils for their hard work in Year 11, to publicly acknowledge the 
dedication of my colleagues who have, once again, supported our young people to achieve these excellent outcomes and 

to thank parents for all they do to support their child, my colleagues and this community. Thank you.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

keY Dates
2017

spring terM

3th January - 16th February

27th February - 7th april

suMMer terM

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

parents’ evenings

year 11
7th February 2017

year 10
25th may 2017

year 9
13th February 2017

year 8
5th July 2017

year 7
11th July 2017

staff  
training DaYs

17th February 2017
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

HeaDteacHer’s 
awarD

Year 8
Seb olSen

laura cirStea

Year 10
amy ScorField

charlie clegg

oakley harriSon

Freya borrie

Year 11
pippa hoggard

aidan moore

Year 12
Stephen henderSon

lukaS bopzin

House ranking

1

2

3

4

5

kirbY 
unDerDale

warrenDale

great 
givenDale

Millington 
Dale

tHixenDale

Holistic eDucation prograMMe surveY

We are currently reviewing our Holistic Education Programme and would 
be very grateful if you could take a few moments with your child to help 
provide some valuable feedback on our current provision and to the school 
in its planning for next year. We are particularly interested in your views with 
regard to the provision of lunchtime and after-school clubs. We would like to 
hear your thoughts and ideas on the type of new activities you’d like to see 
and which current clubs are particularly good.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WG-Holistic

letters HoMe

Please note that the majority of letters home are now available for you to 
download from our website.  Letters can be found by navigating from the 
Home page through the following tabs: School > Parent/Carer > Letters 
Home.  If you have any difficulty in finding the letter you require please do 
not hesitate to contact the School Office.



lower scHool
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The start of a new term and new year is always a great time to take stock of our aims, habits and 
routines and to try to improve them where possible. At Woldgate School, we encourage our 
pupils to regularly review their own academic performance and organisation, and to identify 

where and how they can make improvements. Form tutors and subject teachers can assist by suggest-
ing good approaches, habits and routines to ensure pupils maintain the improvements over weeks 
and months.

Parents too play a vital role in helping pupils to develop and maintain excellent habits and routines. 
The pupils who make the most progress invariably are those that regularly discuss their lessons and learning with 
parents each evening. They are also explaining and show their homework to their parents, which helps them to 
develop and consolidate their own understanding. Successful pupils have somewhere at home where they can 
complete their homework with plenty of space for books and equipment, and free from distractions. The most 
organised pupils ask their parents to help them pack their bags each evening, using the Pupil Planner to decide 
which books, homework and equipment will be needed for the following day.

Successful, embedded routines are essential for pupils to develop the skills and confidence to thrive and make the 
most of their potential. Thank you for continuing to work with us to ensure your child develops these essential skills 
over the coming months.

bbc raDio 2's 500 worD 
coMpetition Has starteD! 

Year 7 English teacher's are encouraging pupils to 
write their own 500 word story and send it in for the 
competition. Please follow the link for more infor-

mation: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00rfvk1

Year 7

Employers often says that young people today lack 
the ‘soft skills’ necessary to be successful in the work 
place. You may remember from previous newslet-

ters that we launched our Skills Programme with Year 7 
in September as part of our Careers and IAG programme 
at the school. As part of this, pupils focus on a different 
skill each half term. This half term’s ‘soft skills’ focus for 
Year 7 is Time Management and Organisation.

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00rfvk1
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upper scHool Ms Longstaff Writes:

Yesterday was our ‘Mock Results’ Day’ for Year 11 pupils which saw them gather in the Hall to 
collect their results. The aim is to give them an insight into what it might feel like in August when 
they see what they have finally achieved after months of preparation. After a short introduction 

from Mrs Atkinson, pupils collected their results from their tutor and after sharing the news with 
their friends, they returned to their Form groups to reflect on their achievements so far. This process 
is designed to help pupils to focus on their priorities for the next few weeks and to support them in 
coping with the challenges that still lie ahead. Further details about how the results were calculated 
can be found on the reverse of the results sheet.

We would like to see all of our Year 11 pupils and their parents at our forthcoming Parents’ Evening which is being 
held on Tuesday 7th February. If you have not yet received any details about booking appointments, please let us 
know. During this evening, we will also be giving out details of further opportunities for support on offer to our 
pupils over the next few months as they tackle their final revision.

Next week I will be meeting our Year 9 pupils and their parents at our Upper Schoolt Options Evening. This is being 
held between 6-8pm on Thursday 2nd February and your child should have brought a letter home with the details. 
Over the next few months, I will be working closely with Mrs Smith to ensure our Year 9 pupils have a smooth tran-
sition into Year 10 and I look forward to helping her support her pupils through such a crucial time.

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

Follow @Woldgate

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

social MeDia

attenDance, acHieveMent & 
care co-orDinators

MrS r BoUrne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt

 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283



Achieving an A* or A grade.
50%

Thursday 2nd February, 2017 - 6pm - 9pm

Upper School  
Options Evening

Achieving grades A* to C in English and Mathematics.
75%

Progress 8 measure.
0.21

W W W.WOL D GAT E . N ET

A N  E T H O S  L I V E D  I N T O  B E I N G
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At Woldgate Sixth Form College, we believe it is essential to know all of our students as individuals 
in order to best support and guide them with their studies and future aspirations. All students 
have regular mentoring sessions with their Form Tutor, as well as daily informal conversations 

about progress and well-being. During these mentoring sessions, students have the opportunity to 
reflect on their own learning and progress, and to set clear and actionable learning goals for the 
future. The expectations of Sixth Form study are very high, rightly so, and for any student to achieve 
their full potential they need to be working diligently and using any time they have set aside to study 
productively and effectively. 

In Year 12, students are also currently underway with their Extended Project Qualification. This project enables 
students to develop their research and written communication skills to an advanced level, while investigating a 
specific subject area that piques their interest. I have been so impressed with the vast array of topics our young 
people have chosen and I am very much looking forward to seeing the finished projects. It is fantastic to learn how 
students are capitalising on the opportunities available to them within Woldgate School and Sixth Form College: 
they are most certainly a credit to the Sixth Form. 

It is heartening to hear that large numbers of our Sixth Form students have applied to be Subject Ambassadors, 
this is a wonderful opportunity to engage with pupils in younger years and represent subjects that they have a real 
passion for. Our Sixth Form subject ambassadors will be a credit to their resepective departments if their applica-
tions are anything to go by, they communicated such great enthusiasm, passion and a willingness to contribute to 
the Woldgate community that I’m sure they will be a success. 

At this point in the year, and as our Year 11 pupils make choices about the subjects they want to take at Sixth Form, it 
is useful to consider what the qualities are that make a good Sixth Form student. Being a Sixth Form student is about 
being independent and self-motivated. It is also about being self-reflective and knowing when to ask for support. 
I have no doubt that we will see some excellent results in the forthcoming Mock Exams, and that our students will 
be working very hard to ensure they have the right study habits in place, they are seeking support when necessary, 
and using all of the time they have left to focus on gaining the best possible outcomes

sixtH forM college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM
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cross countrY results

The following pupils represented East Riding Schools 
in the annual Cross Country event held at South 
Hunsley on Saturday 21st January. A brilliant effort 
from the following pupils:

Abbie Eastwood, Year 7 - 12th

Rose Ella, Junior Girls - 9th

Abdul Ahmadi, Inter Boys - 12th

Dan Eastwood, Inter Boys - 16th

Year 9 careers perforMance

In their Citizenship lessons, Year 9 are currently work-
ing on their careers education. The work they have 
been doing links in not only with their upcoming 

GCSE options, but also their longer term decisions as 
well. Last Thursday, pupils were able to watch a perfor-
mance that brought this work to life. The performance 
highlighted the importance of their GCSE choices, but 
also contained information about what can come after, 
such as A Levels or an apprenticeship. Pupil feedback 
suggested that they considered the performance was 
fun as well as educational.

mailto:office%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=
http://www.woldgate.net

