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NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

We are all looking forWard to House 
enricHment day on tuesday.  

At the beginning of the 
rehearsal process, the idea 
of devising a piece of theatre 

from scratch within three months 
was a daunting idea. However, it is 
unlike a group of drama students 
to shy away from a challenge, so we 
blindly jumped in without hesitation. 
The rehearsal process was anything 
but easy but that did not stop us 
and through hard work and deter-
mination we managed to struggle 
through and create something that 
we are all rather proud of.

As a director it has come to our 
attention that the drama teachers 
have a harder job than we thought. 
Through three months of creating 
what we call ‘a play’, it turned out 
to be something that not just my 
fellow director Amber Taylor and 
myself are proud of, but the whole 
cast. This is the first time I have 
directed a performance and it has 
been one of the most fun and stress-
ful experiences but definitely worth 
it. Both Amber and I have gained a 
great deal of experience through 

this process as well as friendships 
that have grown stronger. We are so 
grateful to have been able to direct 
‘Searching for Souls’ which was clev-
erly written by Connor Mower. It’s a 
privilege that we have been able to 
create a Sixth Form Production for 
people to come watch and we want 
to say thank you for the support that 
we have received from Mrs Lawson, 
Miss Brame and Mr Wall. 

Directing “Searching for SoulS” 
Sixth Form student Sophie George writes: 

Continued on page 3...
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

We have a busy half-term ahead and I expect that as it progresses, our pupils will find themselves 
engrossed in the many activities that help to enrich our curriculum. Literacy Week, plus the Sixth 
Form Drama Production provided a great start to the term and, with its many events, it reminded 
us of the joys of a good book and the English language. It was also a pleasure, on Friday to see our 
English Department and fellow colleagues, dressed as famous characters from novels. A little surreal 
at times, but it brought about great discussion with our pupils trying to guess each of the characters 
and it was, of course, great fun.

We have also this week had our second Joint Monitoring Visit by experienced school inspectors, 
senior leaders from local and regional schools, plus colleagues from the Local Authority. After securing our ‘Good’ 
grading in all categories following our Ofsted Inspection in 2015, we are continuing to consolidate our progress to 
date and continue our move to Outstanding under the new, arguably far more rigorous, 2015 inspection framework. 
I look forward to sharing with parents the outcome of the report once the final version is published, but we hope 
to build upon the grading we received of outstanding and good in individual categories. I would particularly like to 
thank my colleagues for giving of their time and support throughout the inspection, and to thank our pupils, who 
impressed the inspection team.

Next week, I am also looking forward to the re-introduction of our House Enrichment Days and to seeing our pupils 
having a great day as they explore the Creative Arts as part of our new enrichment programme. I am very conscious 
of the huge amount of time colleagues, House Captains and Mr Trevaskiss as our Director of Holistic Education, 
have invested in making this day a great success. I know my colleagues and I, will do our very best to make the day a 
success and I’m looking forward to speaking to our pupils, following the event, about their experience.

In addition, we also have our Sixth Form students preparing for our latest world expedition, pupils attending High 
Adventure as part of their GCSE course, the Maths Inspiration Visit, the Year 7 Geography visit to the Eithad Stadium, 
Mock Interview Day, a Year 11 Netball match, the Year 11 English and Mathematics Evenings, a Drama visit and the 
Spanish and Arts Yr12 visit to Barcelona, plus the Year 8 Civil War Enactment Day. It therefore promises to be an 
exceptionally busy half-term, as we continue to focus on ensuring our pupils receive consistently strong teaching 
and as we work with our Year 11 pupils, Year 12 and Year 13 pupils to secure them their target grades.

Finally, I’m sure you’re already well aware, that all of our pupils will need to be in the new school uniform by the start 
of the Autumn term on 4th September 2017. To support parents, the new school shop is open on site at set times 
and additional evening fitting times to help parents who work full-time. Details will be published in the newsletter 
shortly.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Key DateS
2017

Spring term

3th January - 16th February

27th February - 7th april

Summer term

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

parentS’ eveningS

year 10
25th may 2017

year 8
5th July 2017

year 7
11th July 2017

Staff  
training DayS

24th July 2017
25th July 2017

late BuSeS

The Monday & Wednes-
day Late Bus Service will 
run during this Half-Term 

until Easter.  
 

Leaving Woldgate at 
5:30pm

houSe ranKing

1

2

3

4

5

KirBy 
unDerDale

WarrenDale

great 
givenDale

millington 
Dale

thixenDale

active KiDS voucherS

The PE department are currently 
collecting Sainsbury's Active Kids 
Vouchers. This is an excellent 
scheme which allows us to exchange 
the vouchers for sports equipment. 
If you collect any while doing your 
shopping please bring them into 
school. Vouchers can be placed in 
the box in the main reception or 
handed in to the PE office in E block. 

The actors have done an amazing 
job of not driving me crazy as well as 
putting on a show that for some will 
be their last. Their willingness and 
enthusiasm to perform has brought 
their characters to life and from 
all of us involved in the Sixth Form 
Production, we want to say thank 
you to anyone who came to watch 
and hope you enjoyed it as much as 
we enjoyed directing it.

...from front page.

We e K S  u n t i l  t h e  
NEW UNIFORM26



loWer School

4 www.woldgate.netIssue 84

This week is has been Literacy Week, a special week in our school year when pupils take part 
in literacy-based competitions and challenges in order to highlight the central importance of 
these skills in their learning and everyday life. Pupils worked together in their forms to solve a 

series of literacy puzzles and challenges during form registration each day, and the winning form in 
each year group at the end of the week will won a prize. Furthermore, throughout all their lessons this 
week, pupils will use their literacy skills as part of their wider learning. This emphasis that we place 
upon on our pupil’s wider learning and experience is what makes Woldgate School so special.

School visits also provide pupils will invaluable opportunities to develop their understanding of the literacy, beyond 
individual subjects. During the week before half term, I was fortunate to accompany a group of six pupils on a visit 
to Burnby Hall Gardens. The pupils, ranging from Year 7 to Sixth Form, have all volunteered to be part of our school 
journalism team and their first assignment is to write an article for the local press about the major refurbishment 
work being undertaken at Burnby Hall Gardens. The pupils interviewed key members of the Burnby Hall Gardens 
team and took a range of photographs to accompany their article. The pupils were highly professional at all times 
and I look forward to reading their finished article soon.

Extra-curricular events and opportunities like Literacy Week and visits therefore help teach pupils that knowledge, 
skills and understanding across all subjects and can be learnt and used in all areas of life. I hope our pupils enjoyed 
Literacy Week and congratulations to the winning forms.

the Kp literacy challenge Winning entry

The Magical Forest!

"Once upon a time there was a magical forest; legend says that the fairies created all life in it, giving it a magical 
appearance. You decided to creep cautiously into the forest. 

Deep into the forest all the trees were extremely tall and crooked, as well as waving in the whistling wind. Their 
leaves tumbled to the boggy ground all around. Everything in the forest was calm and silent, except for the rushing 
river and loud, rhythmic birdsong.

Little did you know, you would come across an old monument from the Roman times that would decide the destiny 
of anyone who bravely entered the forest and transform them into their rightful creature. The moment you touched 
it, it would magically transform you into a lovely, soft, white eagle.

This magical forest was first found by Jack and features the enormous beanstalk leading to the famous giant."

Archie Robinson-Horsley, Finley McDaid and Alfie Robinson

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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upper School Ms Longstaff Writes:

Upper School pupils have all settled back into their lessons with purpose and enthusiasm follow-
ing their half term break. In particular, it has been fantastic to see our Year 11 pupils making 
good use of the revision materials they were given and taking real pride in their revision note-

books. They will all be receiving their revision wall-planners this week and with eight weeks available, 
this will take them nicely to the start of their formal GCSE exams.

This week has also been Literacy Week for all pupils, a special week in our school year when pupils 
take part in literacy based activities to highlight the importance of these skills, not only in their learn-
ing, but also in everyday life. Pupils have worked together to solve a number of challenges during 

their Registration time each day and certificates will be issued to the winning forms in each year group. In addition, 
pupils have had a focus on literacy skills throughout their lessons and assemblies as part of their wider learning.

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL
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L I T E R A C Y

O N :  L I T E R A C Y  W E E K

3Fun-loving, and often wise cracking, but just as often troublemaking twins, who aspire to own a joke shop. 
The two work together making pranks and are so similar that often their mother and father have a difficult 

time telling the two apart.

2“A small, slimy creature” who lives on a small island in the centre of an underground lake at the roots of 
the Misty Mountains. He survived on cave fish, which he caught from his small boat, and small goblins who 
started too far from the stronghold of the Great Goblin. He has lost something very precious to him, but 

will he ever get it back?

1An 11 year old boy named ???? lives in poverty in a tiny house with his parents and four grandparents. His 
grandparents share the only bed in the house, located in the only bedroom. ???? and his parents sleep on 
a mattress on the floor. Once a year, on his birthday, ???? gets one Wonka Bar. Inside one of these bars is a 

very special golden ticket.

To celebrate World Book Day, Thurs-
day 2nd March, pupils received a 
£1 book token to redeem against a 
book of their choice or to exchange 
for one of a selection of nominated 
free books. Also, staff at Woldgate 
dressed as characters from fiction to 
join in the celebrations.

This week was Literacy Week and, in Registration, pupils have completed a range of activi-
ties linking literacy skills with film. How is literacy linked with film? Script writers, editors 
and actors are using literacy skills to ensure a coherent message is conveyed to their 

audience just like a writer. Also, the thinking process behind a piece of creative writing is the 
same creative skill used by directors producing a film.

Last year, 127 books (fictions and non-fiction) inspired films. As readers we create a visual of the characters and 
settings when we engage with a story and this is what scriptwriters, producers and directors are doing too. If you 
have seen the film, would you enjoy the book?

Can you guess the full names of these famous characters from books and films?
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It has been lovely to see students coming back from their half-term break full of energy and enthu-
siasm. With only eight school weeks remaining until the first A level exams, students have a clear 
focus and are working hard to achieve their goals. Our Year 13 students are also looking ahead to 

their future beyond Woldgate and continuing to prepare for university, apprenticeships and employ-
ment. To that end, we are not only preparing our students for their exams, but continuing to give our 
young people opportunities to develop their wider skill set. Next week, on our Enrichment Day, Sixth 
Form students will have the opportunity to lead a team of pupils in a range of creative activities, and 
improve their communication, team work, problem solving, and leadership skills along the way. I have 
no doubt that it will be a fantastic day that will be of great benefit to our Sixth Formers and younger 

pupils.

Searching for SoulS

The Sixth Form Production has been an annual event at Woldgate for a number of years now, and during that 
time more and more ownership of the production has been handed over to the students, who this year have 
taken full responsibility for creating the performance. Directed by Amber Taylor and Sophie George, and writ-

ten by Connor Mower, this has been a fantastic team effort by our young people. Students have been supported 
by Miss Brame, Head of Drama, and Mr Wall, Performing Arts Technician, to put on this brilliant production, which 
is both funny and thought-provoking. As well as the artistic and creative achievement of making a piece of theatre 
from scratch, the students have also learnt a great deal about themselves through this process, demonstrating grit 
and determination to overcome numerous obstacles and see this production through to the end. I am incredibly 
proud of what they have achieved: well done to all involved!

Sixth form college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM
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9SmS moving into upper School

The Upper School curriculum allows some choices to be made about the subjects studied at GCSE. Over the 
last few years this choice has narrowed in response to Government priorities and the introduction of new 
examination specifications and accountability measures for schools. It’s time now for 9SMS to start looking at 

the choices they have.

Year 9s all have an Upper School information booklet and an application form to complete. The details of what 
they have to do have been explained to them by their Tutors and at the Upper School Evening on the 2nd February. 
The Booklet and the PowerPoint from the Upper School Options Evening are also available on the school Website. 
http://www.woldgate.net/upper-school.html

The timeline for the process is as follows:

Jan/Feb/March: Year 9 assemblies & Citizenship time to focus on information gathering and decision   
   making. Subject specific information will be available in lessons and assemblies.

February 2nd:  Information Booklet and Application Form issued to pupils by their Tutors.  
   Information Evening for pupils & their families.

February 9th:   Year 9 Progress Reports issued.

February 13th:   Year 9 Pupils, Parent, Tutor Consultation Evening.

March 2nd:   Deadline for handing in the KS4 Application Form to Year 9 Tutors. At this point in the   
   process choices are fixed – there is no scope for a re-think unless we are unable to make  
   your choices work. Where we can’t make choices work we will keep families informed of  
   how those difficulties can be resolved.

Easter – Half Term: Individual interviews with Ms Holland, Mrs Smith, Mrs Longstaff or Mrs Burch as required.  
   The timetable starts to be written, choices become fixed. Core Subjects start teaching   
   GCSE from Easter onwards.

May 22nd:   Year 9 Exam week

July 13th:  Year. 9 End of Year Progress Reports issued.

Young people often approach this transition period thinking the biggest decision they are going to make is about 
the subjects they want to take. It really isn’t. The big decision is about the commitment to their learning they are 
prepared to make. It is my experience over many years of teaching that the grades a pupil ends up with reflect their 
attitude to learning from the very beginning of their courses more than anything else. Be wise Year 9 – choose to 
be successful!

mailto:office%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=
http://www.woldgate.net
http://www.woldgate.net/upper-school.html

