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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

£1.3 Million Funding 
AwArded!
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

I hope that you’ve had an enjoyable Easter holiday. I am pleased to announce that during the Easter 
holiday, following our bid to the Department of Education as an Academy and part of the Wolds 
Learning Partnership, we were awarded a Capital investment of £1.3 Million. We will, therefore, 

shortly be commencing on a programme of works to ensure that we provide the very best build-
ings and facilities for our pupils and my colleagues. The initial works will focus on the removal and 
replacement of all external walls (not of brick construction), windows and doors within the original 
school building. This will be followed by the re-roofing of all buildings, except for our newest build. 
Additional works will also be undertaken as part of this programme to provide new facilities. Building 
work will start this May half-term and we’re looking forward to seeing the first phase of these works 

being completed by the beginning of September.

We are confident following this initial work, we will then secure additional funding to continue this programme of 
investment and ensure our school has the very best facilities within our locality. In addition, we are hopeful that 
following another record number of applications for places at our school, we will be able to secure additional funds 
from the new build in the locality, with the help of our local councillors, to meet the growing demand for places 
from across Pocklington and across the region.

In addition, I’m also pleased to announce that our new library will open shortly, following the kind bequest from 
Miss Longden. We have just finished installing the new shelving and have started stocking the library with a range 
of books, both fiction and non-fiction. I would also like to thank parents who have purchased new, or donated used, 
books for the library. If you do have any books that you would like to donate, they would be very welcome.

I would like to thank everyone who supported the Tour De Yorkshire. It was wonderful to see so many pupils thor-
oughly enjoying the experience of watching some of the most elite athletes compete in this international competi-
tion. We were also fortunate to be positioned on the sprint section of the race, providing the opportunity to witness 
the race at its very best, as the cyclists raced by the school. It was also pleasing to see those pupils who had opted to 
study for the forty minutes, taking the opportunity to use the facilities provided by staff. The race really did provide 
a unique opportunity and one I’m sure our pupils will remember for a long time.

Finally, thank you to all our Year 10 parents who attended our Parents’ Evening this week. I do hope you found the 
evening useful. It was good to see so many parents taking the opportunity to install and use our new school phone 
and tablet application that will allow you to see live data on the number of rewards your child is receiving at school 
every day. We are also looking forward to developing the application with Class Charts and will be making additional 
useful information available over the coming year.

Do have a good weekend,

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’
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lower scHool
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Throughout the school year, our Lower School pupils participate in a range of extra-curricular 
activities and events that help to develop their understanding and appreciation of a range of 
academic, cultural and sports-related activities. The purpose of these events is to give our pupils 

the opportunity to learn, experience and take part in activities that enrich their education, develop 
their character and contribute to their wider knowledge of the world. These enrichment activities 
take place at least once every half term, and are planned and coordinated by the Head of Care & 
Achievements to ensure a broad range of activities are covered throughout the year.

Already this year, our Lower School pupils have enjoyed a range of enrichment activities, including inter-form sports 
competitions and talks from community volunteering organisations. Last half term, our Year 7 pupils were treated 
to a concert performed by our school orchestra. The 
concert included a mix of classic tunes, film scores 
and popular music to appeal to all tastes. During the 
concert, pupils were introduced to each instrument 
in the orchestra whilst also learning about each piece 
of music. Our Year 7 pupils thoroughly enjoyed the 
concert, and I hope that some pupils might be inspired 
to begin learning an instrument. Please contact our 
office if you are interested in music lessons.

Whilst our Year 7 pupils were listening to their concert, 
our Year 9 pupils were taking part in an inter-form 
rounders competition on the school field. The event 
was a fantastic opportunity for our pupils to take 
part in a friendly competition whilst using the skills 
and technique they have learnt in their PE lessons. 
Enrichment opportunities like these help to inspire our 
pupils, develop their skills and enthusiasm for learning 
and expand their horizons whilst taking part in fun 
activities. I am looking forward to more enrichment 
activities this term and I know our Lower School pupils 
are too.

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

THE BBC WERE FILMING ON SITE FOR A MEDICAL SHOW 
ABOUT ELITE ATHLETES AND THEIR BONE DENSITY LAST 
WEEK AHEAD OF TODAYS ‘LE TOUR’
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uPPer scHool Ms Longstaff Writes:

This week has seen an extremely busy start to the Summer Term.  It was fantastic to see so many 
parents at our Year 10 Parents’ Evening on Tuesday and it has been interesting to read the many 
varied targets that pupils have set themselves to further improve their learning from the conver-

sations that took place during the evening.

Year 11 pupils have also been issued with their ‘Passport to Success’ booklets this week.  These book-
lets contain advice for revision during the final few weeks before formal exams start, together with 
some tips for pupils to look after themselves and stay healthy during this busy time.  There are pages 
to record revision carried out at home (confirmation by parents is encouraged in the space provided) 

together with space to record any additional support sessions that pupils attend within school.

As usual, if you are concerned about your child in any way, please get in touch with Mrs Wright who will liaise with 
the relevant members of staff to support your child in school.

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

gcse Pe ModerAtion 2017
With over 90 students needing to be moderated across four activities, GCSE PE moderation takes some planning!

The Year 11 GCSE PE candidates and the PE department demonstrated that teamwork is vital in making progress 
and being successful. Quality was everyone’s responsibility and the belief we should never stop getting better 
ensured the moderation process was a huge success.

The external examiner commented on the high standards of performance in all disciplines and more importantly for 
us, he commended the focus, attitude and the drive of the pupils he saw.

With practical moderation coming to a close it is now essential to focus our attentions to the theory components of 
the course in preparation for the written exam.

The PE department would like to thank the Year11 candidates and let them know that we are all so incredibly proud 
of their stunning performances. Well done!

Team PE
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L I T E R A C Y

ON: CIL IP C A RNEG IE CHILDREN ’ S BOOK AWA RD

The CILIP Carnegie Medals is one of the UK's oldest and most prestigious children's book 
awards (This year it celebrates its 80th year). Often described by authors and as 'the one 
they want to win' - they are the gold standard in children's literature.

Now one of the main national reading for pleasure initiatives, the CILIP Carnegie Awards 
Shadowing scheme engages thousands of children and young people in reading the books on the shortlist via read-
ing groups in schools.

At Woldgate, we have 13 pupils reading this year's shortlist of eight books. Our next meeting is Tuesday 2nd May 
and new readers are welcome. If you know someone who loves reading, encourage them to come along to D1 on 
Tuesday 2nd May at 12:35pm.

Previous winners of the CILIP Carnegie Award for Children’s Literature

 
1952: The Borrowers by Mary Norton

1972: Watership Down by Richard Adams

1993: Flour Babies by Anne Fine

2016: One by Sarah Crossan

yeAr 12 drAMA AssessMent

Students performed extracts from Steven Berkoff’s ‘East’. Written in 1975 the play deals with growing up 
and the rights of passage in the rough underbelly of London’s East End. Students delivered this piece in true 
Berkovian style exploring the grotesque and the confrontational. An exceptional performance - well done!



7Friday 28th april 2017 issue 90

It has been lovely to welcome students back from the Easter break as we approach this final stretch 
to Study Leave and exams. Given that the Tour de Yorkshire will be passing the school today, it 
occurred to me that being successful in education, and particularly exams, is a little bit like compet-

ing in a cycling race. There are times when it feels easier, there are tough uphill climbs when you have 
to dig deep and keep going despite the difficulty, and there are the sprint finishes.

Our students are really digging deep at the moment, and I am very proud of their resilience and forti-
tude, their determination and perseverance. All of the hard work they are putting in now will pay 
them dividends in the summer. Soon, we will be into the exam season and everything they have been 

working towards will be put into practice.

I have reminded students this week that the Sixth Form Study Room will be open throughout Study Leave and staff 
will be available during this period to offer academic or moral support. Students who prefer to work in school away 
from any distractions are welcome to attend throughout Study Leave in order to maximise their revision time.

sPorting success

Congratulations to Rebecca Hill, one of our Year 12 students, who has been accepted into a British Tour tennis 
tournament this week.

sixtH ForM college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,  
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

lAte buses

Please be reminded that the late buses, which have been running throughout this term until Easter, will not run 
during the Summer Term.

out oF cAtcHMent buses

If your child travels on the H1 and B1 bus please note that the payment year finished at 31st March and you should 
now have a nil balance owing.  Passes are regularly checked on this service and we would ask that your child carries 
their pass with them at all times in order to access the buses.  If your child has lost their pass they may purchase a 
replacement at the school office by bringing in £10 cash/cheque (made payable to Woldgate School).

Friends oF woldgAte scHool

The Friends of Woldgate School are a committed group of people who have signed up to a formal constitution to 
help bring the school and community together.  The Friends aim to run events to get the community together to 
raise funds to support the work of Woldgate School and Sixth Form College.  Heads of School (Miss Longstaff, Mr 
Sloman and Mrs Lawson) are looking for parents/guardians to come on board to support the Friends of Woldgate.  
Tasks will not be onerous: selling tickets at events, running raffles, helping to serve drinks at events, etc.

If you would like to join the Friends of Woldgate School, please do not hesitate to contact Sharon Hogg, Head of 
Operations and Administration, Woldgate School, who will be happy to talk to you further.

Pe extrA-curriculAr tiMetAble

luncHtiMe 12:35 - 1:20 AFter scHool 
3:35 - 4:45Fitness Suite E6 Sports Hall Gym J17

Monday Open to Year 9 & 
Above

Year 7 Cricket

Tuesday Closed GCSE & A-Level 
Revision

Year 8 Cricket Year 7 Dance

Wednesday Closed Year 8 Dance Tennis & 
Rounders (All 

Ages)

Thursday Closed GCSE & A-Level 
PE Revision

Year 8 Cricket Year 9 Dance Athletics & 
rounders (All 

Ages)

Friday Open to Year 9 & 
Above

Rounders

Follow @WoldgatePE
https://twitter.com/woldgatepe

For regular updates from the PE Department.

mailto:office%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=
http://www.woldgate.net

