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NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Madeline de Havel

aBRSM Piano - GRade 1
PaSS

Congratulations!
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

The joy of teaching is in the interactions with pupils and being able to witness in every lesson 
their reactions, excitement and the journey they undertake as they start to learn new ideas, 
new concepts and start to understand and be inspired by your subject. It is ultimately these 

experiences that make this a unique profession and one that I love. It is these interactions and watch-
ing pupils’ reactions, seeing them grow in knowledge and confidence that ultimately provides the 
motivation and desire to do the best for the children in our care. Teaching is a vocation, a desire to 
serve others and to do good.

Every week I continue to teach and it is, as I expect it will always be, the highlight of my week as I do my 
very best to plan my lesson, teach and ultimately try to help pupils understand a new concept, in a fun, engaging and 
interesting way. When a lesson flows and pupils answers start to demonstrate understanding is so rewarding. As 
they grasp new concepts, the surprise question related to something they’ve read or seen often emerges, as their 
curiosity is sparked and their desire to understand and learn leads to discussions that link to the subject content.

Teaching is not easy; it is demanding, and the preparation, planning, teaching and marking for my colleagues never 
relents. Twenty two lessons to plan, teach, review and over six hundred books to mark, alongside test papers and 
examinations. It is, therefore, the drive to do the best for the children in our care and those interactions that are the 
fuel that helps to keep the love of teaching alight.

The desire to teach still burns in me and, as we start to timetable, I am fortunate to have a Deputy who, kindly but 
firmly, reminds me of my role and refuses to let me teach more lessons than my current number. I always, though, 
manage to offset my disappointment and slight frustration, with the knowledge that one day I can return to the 
classroom to teach. My frustration is born of years of teaching and a desire to be back in a classroom full time, 
teaching the subject I love.

This week, I was fortunate to meet two parents of former pupils - pupils who I’d taught for many years, who had a 
great passion and ability for the subject and who spent most of their free time in my department pursuing subject 
related projects. Their passion had resulted in visits and participation in many competitions. It was, therefore, a 
little surprising, as it seemed like only yesterday, to hear how one was now a Charted Civil Engineer and the other 
a Chartered Chemical Engineer, both with large international companies. I returned home, following the conversa-
tion, feeling renewed and as determined as ever to make a difference. I know that for one of my former pupils his 
achievements will be very tangible in the bridges he designs.

For me, though, the privilege of working with children and young adults, is the 
joy of knowing that for many pupils, their shared passion for your subject, will 
not only drive a determination each lesson to learn more, but will for some, 
lead to a lifetime of achievements and happiness as they thrive in their chosen 
careers.

Do have a good weekend.

Follow @Woldgate

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

Social Media

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Key dateS
2017

SuMMer terM

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

ParentS’ eveningS

year 8
5th July 2017

year 7
11th July 2017

Staff  
training dayS

24th July 2017
25th July 2017

HeadteacHer’S 
award

year 8
angelina leScinSka

SaFFron Sunley

aimee BoWman

harry SmallWood

year 10
Shelley BeSt

tilly mitchell

year 11
emily Bryce

JenniFer coateS

phoeBe Shipley

linda Bottomer

maya Sunley

HouSe ranKing

1

2

3

4

5

Kirby 
underdale

warrendale

great 
givendale

Millington 
dale

tHixendale

‘tHe woMan in blacK’ tHeatre viSit 
Mrs Chapman writes:

Year 10 GCSE Drama pupils got the opportunity to visit Cast Theatre in 
Doncaster on Tuesday night and we all had an absolutely thrilling time! And 
thrilling it was... ‘The Woman in Black’ is a stage adaptation of the Susan 
Hill novel and is a fantastic ghost story. Our Woldgate pupils were impec-
cably behaved throughout the performance and we were as proud as we 
ever are to take them! We even had so 
many conscientious and enthusiastic Year 
11 Drama pupils who wanted to join us 
that I had to call to book extra tickets on 
the day! The coach on the way home was 
abuzz with excited recollections of when 
they jumped almost into each other’s lap 
and screamed slightly too loudly. They will 
definitely have something to write about 
when the written exam asks them how a 
piece of theatre had an effect on the audi-
ence... Well done to all of the pupils who 
made this trip a pleasure, thank you to 
the other members of the Drama Depart-
ment staff who gave up their own time to 
support the trip and a massive thank you 
to the parents coming out late at night to 
pick up, give lifts and of course supported 
the trip financially through voluntary 
contributions. A great success!

new uniforM

16
weeKS 

to

go!
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battlefieldS 
viSit 2017

Year 9 pupils, Libby and Dee 
write:

At 23:30 on Wednesday 26th 
April, thirty-nine pupils and 
four teachers departed from 

Woldgate School on a coach to Dover 
which took approximately six hours. 
We boarded the ferry at 06:40 and 
arrived at Calais at 09:10 and finally 
arrived at Ypres at 10:15. 

The first place we visited was Lijs-
senthoek cemetery. While we were 
here we looked at the Common-
wealth War Graves. In this cemetery 
there lay the bodies of the British, 
French and even some German. We 
could tell these graves apart because 
the British had a curved top, the 
French had crosses and the German 
had a straight top. We got told about 
a soldier that was awarded two of 
the British Red Cross. They are very 
rarely given out to people so it was 
very unusual that someone was 

given two. 

After, we visited Bayern-
wald. This 

was a model of what a German 
trench would have looked like. This 
is where our guide taught us about 
trench warfare, use of the ground, 
daily routines, problems that may 
of occurred and he spoke a little bit 
about the weapons they used.

Then we visited a German cemetery 
where there was over 40,000 bodies 
buried in this cemetery.

Then our second to last stop of 
the day we went to the memorial 

museum Passchendaele, where our 
guide dressed one of our pupils in 
the style of a soldier and he told us 
about all of the equipment soldiers 
had to carry.

After taking in the delights of one 
of the local chocolate shops, we 
stopped at a restaurant and had our 
evening meal.

The final activity of the day was to 
visit the Menin Gate for the Last Post 
Ceremony. This has happened every 
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night at 8pm since WW1 (barring 
during WW2). Three of our pupils 
were allowed the honour of laying a 
wreath during the ceremony which 
everyone was proud of and enjoyed 
watching. Then we stayed the night 
in a hostel, which we all enjoyed 
very much, it was a great experience 
to be with our friends in a different 
environment.

We had an early start the following 
morning, breakfast at 7, and out by 8 
ready for the remainder of our visit.

We visited the Sunken Lane and the 
Hawthorn Ridge Crater which were 
both very interesting. We were 
provided with lots of information 
about the attacks that were planned 
and we all found them educational.

Finally, possibly most of the pupil’s 
favourite and most emotional place 
to visit was the Thiepval Memorial to 
the missing. We found people with 
the same surnames of some pupils 
and found it all very emotional.

We began our journey home and 

we boarded the ferry at16:55 and  
arrived back at school at 00:15. We 
were all very sad this trip came to 
an end (but also very tired)..

This trip was a once in a lifetime 
trip and we all enjoyed it so much. It 
was educational and fun and we all 
think everyone should deserve to 
go on this trip, it’s definitely been 
some pupil’s highlight of being at 
Woldgate so far.

The best bit for me is definitely the 
Thiepval Memorial of the missing, 
because it was so emotional. I took 
away so much from this trip, and I 
came back more educated about 
World War 1, and I’m am very happy 
and proud I got to go on this trip.

Mr Barrett adds:

The visit went very well. The guide 
we had was great and the pupils 
behaved impeccably. We arrived 
back at school more enlightened, 
but also very exhausted.



lower ScHool
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Woldgate School is a community of individuals who share common values; that everything we 
do should be worthy of great merit, character and value. These community values of were 
clearly displayed this week as our Year 8 pupils ran their charity stalls to raise money for 

three charities chosen by our pupils; Head Smart, Cancer Research UK and the British Lung Foun-
dation. Our Year 7 and Year 9 pupils brought money to spend at the stalls, with many opting to buy 
delicious homemade cakes, whilst others preferred to threw wet sponges at Mr Longfellow! The hard 
work, determination and dedication put in by our pupils was clear. Whilst walking amongst the pupils 
and chatting with them as they shopped at each stall, it was clear that all pupils understood how they 

can play a vital role in helping others less fortunate, and that by working together as a community, we can achieve 
great things. Well done to all our Year 8 pupils and I am looking forward to finding out how much money they have 
raised for their chosen charities.

attendance, acHieveMent & 
care co-ordinatorS

Mrs r Bourne

sixtH ForM

07790 351276

Mrs c WrigHt

 
upper scHool

07790 351281

Mr s ButcHer

loWer scHool

07790 351283

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr l sloMan
Head oF loWer scHool
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This week has proved to be one of the highlights of my year so far.  On Wednesday evening I had 
the pleasure of meeting Year 9 pupils and their parents as they attended our Welcome to Upper 
School Evening during which we discussed some of the many changes to GCSEs and the things 

that would enable pupils to be successful in their studies.  It was lovely to see so many there and I’m 
really looking forward to working with everyone over the next two years as pupils move through 
Upper School.

On Thursday evening Mrs Atkinson welcomed the Year 11 parents to an event to share with them 
some of the memories made over the last five years and on Friday afternoon the Year 11 pupils met 

for their Celebration Assembly to enjoy time together before their written exams begin.  As with all occasions and 
events like these, happy memories are also tinged with an element of sadness as we let them move into the next 
phase of their education to continue their journey of learning and develop into responsible young adults.  As staff 
we look forward to welcoming most of them back to join our Sixth Form and I know that Mrs Lawson is looking 
forward to supporting them through the next two years.

Year 11 pupils have worked extremely hard over the last few months and we wish them every success for their 
exams and subsequent results.

uPPer ScHool Ms Longstaff Writes:

Ms a longstaFF
Head oF upper scHool

duKe of edinburgH exPedition  - 6tH & 7tH May 2017 
This weekend saw another successful trip out for the year 
10 Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award group. After weeks of 
planning the four expedition groups were let loose in the 
Yorkshire Wolds to complete a two day practice expedition. 
The groups started day 1 in Kilnwick and attempted to use 
their finely tuned navigational skills to find their way to their 
campsite in Garton on the Wolds. Without too many wrong 
turns all groups managed the 20km journey, set up camp 
and rewarded themselves with a delicious trangia-cooked 
meal. Looking fresh-faced and raring to go in the morn-
ing (probably just so they could get it over and done with 
and get home for a bath), the groups set off on their final 
12km stretch to finish the expedition in Huggate. A massive 
congratulations to the groups, as for some of them this was 
their first experience of a fairly lengthy walking expedition 
and of overnight camping. Many thanks to Miss Brame who 
was as usual invaluable with her constant supply of energy 
and navigational expertise. 



Woldgate School  

and Sixth Form College 

Art & Design Open Evening 2017 

Tuesday 13th June   6-8 PM 

Sponsored by: 

Artwork by Charlotte Gregory 
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Woldgate School  

and Sixth Form College 

Art & Design Open Evening 2017 

Tuesday 13th June   6-8 PM 

Sponsored by: 

Artwork by Charlotte Gregory 

It was with great pride and sadness that I said goodbye to our Year 13s this week in our Leavers’ 
Assembly. We looked back on their achievements over the past two years, and it was a pleasure to 
be able to reward students who have made an outstanding contribution to the life of the Sixth Form, 

the school and the wider community. While in some ways their journey is far from over, with their 
exams still lying ahead of them, in these last days of formal schooling they are certainly aware that a 
large chapter of their life is coming to a close.

I spoke to students about my great pride that they have made it to this point in their education. I 
believe passionately in the value of education; as way of achieving greater success in life by enabling 

our young people to get onto their chosen university course or into their chosen profession, but beyond that I 
believe that education makes us better, as people, as groups of people, as humankind. It certainly hasn’t been an 
easy road for some of our students: there have been many challenges along the way, and I am proud that they have 
made it to this point and got their education to this level. Our students have achieved this with grace, determination 
and kindness, and the support they have offered each other and the friendships that have been fostered in their 
time in Sixth Form have been a joy to witness.

As our students begin the next chapter of their life, as they embark upon their future, and as that future becomes a 
reality, I am so excited to see what they will achieve next.

Good luck to all our students, Years 12 and 13, as they begin study leave, and all the best for the future to our 
amazing Year 13s.

SixtH forM college Mrs Lawson Writes:

Mrs K laWson
Head oF sixtH ForM
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froM our recent 
a2 draMa 
PerforManceS. 

‘tHe cryStal Heart’  
& ‘SiSterS’
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Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,  
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

5FRIDAY 13TH JANUARY 2017 ISSUE 78

L I T E R A C Y

O N :  L I T E R A C Y  F A C T S

• When asked what makes a good writer, 7 in 10 children and young people believe that a good 
writer enjoys writing, uses his or her imagination and uses punctuation correctly. 

• When asked whether they ever write something that they don’t share with anyone 
else, nearly half (46.8%) of children and young people said they did.  

• Children and young people who enjoy writing very much are seven times more likely to write 
above the level expected for their age compared with children and young people who do not 
enjoy writing at all (50.3% vs. 7.2%). Similarly, children and young people who write outside 
school daily are five times more likely to be writing above the expected level for their age 
compared with young people who never write outside school (30.9% vs. 5.8%) . 

From: Children’s and Young People’s Writing in 2015, National Literacy Trust

mailto:office%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=
http://www.woldgate.net

