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NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Our Year 10 Footballers recently 
played in the cup finals at York 
Bootham Crescent.

The game started fairly evenly with 
attacks from both teams early in the 
match.  The crowd was made up of 
staff from the school, including Mrs 
Geary and Mrs Wright, but mostly 
York locals and players parents.  
Unfortunately the opposing team 
(Easingwold School) scored  first 

with a powerful header beating our 
keeper at the far-post. Ten minutes 
later Will Ella scored the equaliser. 
The rest of the first half was very 
tight with shots from both teams.

Easingwold scored early in the 
second half off the post. The game 
continued and Woldgate pressed for 
an equaliser with Will Ella scoring 
the second goal. After a hard-fought 
match the game ended 2-2.

The first four penalties taken by Will 
Ella, Josh Broadbent, Adam Webster 
and Kai Birch found the back of the 
net.  At the end of the penalty shoot-
out the score was 4-4. It was then 
down to sudden death with Easing-
wold coming out victorious.

TO SONJA BOTTOMER AND CLAIRE 
BRIGGS WHO HAVE SUCCESSFULLY 

COMPLETED THEIR  ARTS GOLD AWARD

Congratulations!
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

This is always an extremely busy time of year during GCSE and A-Level examinations. Lessons are 
primarily focused on pupils practising and applying their knowledge and skills as they prepare for the 
examination itself. In lessons colleagues will be working to guide, support, challenge and, of course, 

ensure pupils focus their energies as part of a detailed revision plan. This is the critical time for teachers, 
pupils and parents in ensuring those final preparations add value.

“We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence then, is not an act but a habit”. Aristotle (384 BC)

Our Year 11 pupils and Sixth Form students are now a fortnight into their examinations and the half-
term holiday provides a brief interlude for them, giving an opportunity to continue their revision and to take a 
moment to reflect. I am sure we can all remember our own examinations, and I have been particularly proud of how 
our pupils and students have shown great maturity by arriving promptly, well prepared and focused, ready to sit the 
exam. 

The revision timetable should be a key part of that preparation in school and at home. The process of creating one 
can be complex and, as the examination approaches, it is important that pupils seek to review their progress to date 
and refine the plan if necessary. If you can, therefore, find the time to sit with your son or daughter to review the 
content of a subject, to help evaluate where they feel comfortable or not, then that can, by prioritising those areas, 
have a marked impact on their final outcome. Some pupils with the structure a revision timetable, some pupils will 
quickly settle into a routine of revision, whilst others may need the plan to become a habit and will need to allocate 
times for each area.

It has also been a joy this week to see so many of our pupils not only receiving awards for acts of great merit, 
character and value, but to see our pupils in each of the Houses starting to receive House Star badges for their 
extraordinary accomplishments. The celebrating of our pupils’ achievements in and outside of schools, was simply 
wonderful to observe. In addition, over one hundred pupils have received a Subject Ambassador badge following 
their applications to become ambassadors for individual subjects and I’m sure they will work hard in their roles, 
alongside teachers and Heads of Department, to celebrate their love of learning in their chosen subject.

All the awards can now be accessed via our Class Charts phone and tablet application. In addition, attendance data 
will also be made live shortly. We are continuing our work, in response to parental feedback, to ensure you have 
information on your child’s achievements and progress at school. 

Finally, I would like to thank parents for their kind e-mails, letters and telephone calls regarding our successful bid 
for £1.3 Million and our ‘Educational Outcomes’ Award’ for 2016. It is always a pleasure to receive external national 
recognition and to be supported in our work as a school and a community. The funding will clearly be transforma-
tional and I am hopeful that it will be followed by additional funds in recognition of our outstanding outcomes as 
a school. The award is, for me, well-earned recognition for our fabulous pupils, colleagues and parents who have 
achieved these excellent results last year and in previous years.

Do have a good half-term

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

KeY Dates
 2017

summer term

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

autumn term

6th September - 27th october

6th novermber - 21St december

2018

spring term 
8th January - 9th February

19th February - 23rd march

summer term

10th april - 25th may

4th June - 20th July

parents’ evenings

year 8 - 5th July 2017
year 7 - 11th July 2017

training DaYs

24th July 2017
25th July 2017  

4th September 2017
5th September 2017
22nd december 2017

9th april 2018
23rd July 2018

HeaDteacHer’s 
awarD

Year 7
                  amy Wheatley 
                 Freya chadWick 

harriSon bankS

Year 8
     JaSmine reading

                       roSe ella 

Year 9
                     elena luSby  

madelaine hodgSon 

Year 10
                   Jack eaSton  

bethany StephenSon 

House ranKing

1

2

3

4

5

KirbY 
unDerDale

warrenDale

great 
givenDale

millington 
Dale

tHixenDale

new uniForm

14
weeKs 

to

go!



lower scHool
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As we approach the half term holiday, I have been talking to our Lower School pupils about the 
holidays, trips and activities they are planning to do during their well-earned holiday.  I have 
also tried to share with them the secret of how to make the holidays last longer; the key is to fill 

each day with a wide range of new experiences.  Studies have shown that the human mind ‘skips’ time 
when experiencing familiar surroundings or whilst taking part in familiar activities.  Time seems to 
actually ‘slow down’ when doing something new and different.  The key to making the most of the half 
term holiday is therefore to fill it with as many different sights, sounds and experiences as possible. 

The same could be said of a day at secondary school.  Although our pupils take part five hour-long lessons during 
any school day, they are surrounded by different teachers, sights, sounds and experiences in that time.  They are 
constantly learning, refining and mastering new skills, making progress and achieving successes whilst meeting 
and working with new friends.  As a result, our Lower School pupils are able to fit an enormous amount of learning 
into just one day.  Our pupils work incredibly hard and they have achieved so much this half term; I wish them all a 
well-deserved holiday. 

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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Pupils in Upper School have had a real sense of purpose about them this week. Our Year 11 pupils 
have coped extremely well with the exams they’ve taken so far and they should be commended 
for being well prepared and in their exam rooms in good time. The booster sessions for English, 

Maths and Science to date have been well attended and staff have willingly given of their time to reas-
sure and calm any last-minute exam nerves, whilst hopefully instilling some final confidence.  It has 
been fantastic to see the revision notebooks being well used and carried everywhere so that pupils 
can make good use of any spare minutes during the week.  

Year 10 pupils also have their exam week towards the end of June and we are encouraging them to 
start practising different revision techniques now so they begin to appreciate the challenges ahead of them for next 
year.  It is only when pupils look back at all the work they have completed over the last few months as they begin to 
condense it into revision notes that they fully appreciate just how much learning has been happening.

I’ve also had the opportunity this week to call into a number of different Year 9 lessons within Food Technology, 
Geography and PE.  It has been lovely to see pupils actively engaged with their learning and I’m really looking 
forward to working with them over the next two years.  From Half Term, Mrs Wright will be the first point of contact 
for Year 9 parents and, together with Mrs Smith and the tutor team, we are looking forward to supporting them as 
they journey through Upper School.

upper scHool Ms Longstaff Writes:

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

attenDance, acHievement & 
care co-orDinators

MrS r BoUrne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt

 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

Follow @Woldgate

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

social meDia



Gaudi Work
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Subject Ambassadors represent a subject that they enjoy and have a real passion for. They are enthusiastic about their 
subject and want to share this with others. This article is the first in a series about work from the curriculum. Each week 
there will be a different Subject Ambassador sharing their thoughts about a recent project in their department. 

Mr Trevaskiss | Director of Studies for Holistic Education

In art we have been learning about Gaudi, a man famous for his mosaics and very colourful pieces of work. At the 
start of our Gaudi work we were told to research some facts about Gaudi, I personally found out lots of interesting 
facts and was impressed by his mosaics and style of work. Gaudi was very much inspired by natural forms, one of his 
famous pieces of work was a lizard covered in mosaics.

We then moved on to creating our own piece of work inspired by Gaudi, we needed to remember some simple rules 
like: It must be colourful, creative and no straight lines. Some people found this difficult but I found it relatively 
simple, I followed the rules and created a piece of work I’m proud of. I also added lots of curves to add affect and I 
think it just about work.

Robin, Year 7 | Art Ambassador

S U B J E C T :  A R T



Gaudi Work
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There has been an atmosphere of calm and focus in the Sixth Form this week as students continue 
to study hard in preparation for their exams. I know they are ready for some respite over the half-
term break and while I am sure they will be using that time constructively to continue with their 

revision, it will also hopefully afford students a chance to have some relaxation and reflection time. 

As our Sixth Form students continue with their exams, we are also beginning to look ahead to next 
year. On Tuesday 4th July we will be holding a Sixth Form Induction Day for Year 11 students who 
will be joining us in September. This will be an opportunity for pupils to find out more about what it 
means to be a student at Woldgate Sixth Form, and to ask any questions they might have about what 

to expect as they embark upon life as a Sixth Form students. Full details of the day will be sent out to Year 11 pupils 
after the half term break. 

In June and July, our Year 12 students will be beginning to think about their future choices in more detail, and we 
have our annual trip to the UCAS convention in Sheffield. Students should now have returned their reply slips, but 
if this has slipped their mind during their exams, there are still places available. We will also have a series of guest 
speakers attending the Sixth Form in June and July, including representatives from universities, an admissions 
officer from Oxford University and former students currently studying veterinary medicine and medicine. Year 11 
and Year 12 students will receive details of the dates and times of these events should they wish to attend. I wish 
you all a very enjoyable half term break. 

sixtH Form college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM
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L I T E R A C Y

Animal Anagrams

Return your answers to the following anagrams with a pupil’s name and form to the box in D1 by 
Friday 9th June to earn them House Points.

1. TIP UP SHAMPOO (12)  
2. ANY CAR (6)  
3. MAIN GOLF (8) 
4. GREAT DRIP (9) 
5. OR BELTS (7) 

Pupil name: 

Form:                                                                                                       
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cHanges at wolDgate

We are delighted to announce that 
following our successful bid to the 
Education & Skills Funding Agency, 
acquiring £1.3m to improve our 
school, we are now entering Phase 
1 of building works.   The deadlines 
are set and monitored by the EFA.   
Because of the extensive nature of 
works to be completed we need to 
start as soon as possible.

Everlast Waterproofing Ltd are the 
first contractors to come on site 
and will be setting up their secure 
compound on the school site from 
Tuesday 30th May 2017.   They will 
be working throughout D, C, B and A 
Block, renewing our flat roofing.    

The safety of our children, staff and 
visitors on site is of vital importance.    
Whilst works are being carried out, 
areas of the school may need to be 
re-timetabled.   Please be reassured 
that this will not affect the teach-
ing and learning at Woldgate, but 
will just mean it may take place in a 
different room to that on your child’s 
timetable.   Staff will keep our pupils 
informed along the way.

Staff have been fully briefed, as well 
as contractors on site, and pupils 
will receive vital information in their 
weekly powerpoint on the first day 
back at school after the half term 
break. 

 

scHool uniForm
Year 8 and 9

A big thank you to everyone who has 
either been into school to purchase 
uniform head of the new academic 
year, or who has submitted an order 
in response to our letter before 
Easter (a copy is available on the 
school website).    We still do have 
pupils who need to purchase uniform 
before September and we would ask 
that any further orders are submit-
ted by the middle of June so that 
they may be processed before the 
end of term.     Any orders which have 
been submitted without adding in 
the school jumper, will need to buy 
one before September.

Should you wish to check the fit 
and sizing of your child’s uniform, 
please contact the school office for 
guidance on the best times to come 
along, and to make an appointment.    
and the work we do.”

Year 6

If you have a child who is in Year 
6 and we are welcoming them to 
Woldgate in September, you should 
by now have received your Welcome 
to Woldgate pack from your primary 
school (or via the post). 

Please note that uniform events for 
Year 6 pupils will be held on 12th, 
13th and 14th June between 4.00pm  
and 6.30pm at Woldgate School. We 
look forward to meeting our pupils 
on one of these evenings.

mailto:office%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=
http://www.woldgate.net

