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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Congratulations!
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Last week, our Year 7 pupils attended the Big Sing at Bridlington Spa, an event in which we’ve 
participated for many years. This year, though, we excelled not only because of our singing, but 
due to the great atmosphere created by our pupils as they became fully involved in the event - 

singing, but also dancing, much to the delight of my colleagues and the event organisers.

Also last week, our Sports Day, the second of our House Enrichment Days will, for me, be one of my 
fondest memories of the academic year. It is an absolute credit to the House Captains, PE Depart-
ment, our pupils and my colleagues, that with over one thousand pupils off timetable, we hosted the 
best Sports Day I have seen at any school. A vast array of activities, great participation and a brilliant 

atmosphere throughout, made this a very special and a thoroughly enjoyable day.

It is, of course, wonderful to be a high-achieving school academically, but events such as these really do enrich 
pupils’ learning. It was simply brilliant to see our pupils and my colleagues supporting the House system and it 
certainly encapsulates what makes our school so special, providing an opportunity for pupils to have great fun, 
whilst also learning new skills and creating new friendships.

On Friday evening, it was also an absolute joy to see our Year 11 pupils arriving at Barmbyfield Barn for their Prom. 
Pupils arrived in great style (in Maserati’s, Ferrari’s, classic cars, fire engines and tractors) to be welcomed by both 
parents and colleagues. As the evening progressed, it was a pleasure to see our young people dancing, enjoying the 
food and also enjoying the Dodgems and the Moondancer theme park ride. With a great atmosphere, the event was 
a huge success and a credit to our young people, parents, colleagues and especially the Year 11 team.

The evening was a great celebration of the many achievements of our pupils, and an opportunity to recognise an 
important moment in our children’s lives as they leave school. Record numbers will return next year to our Sixth 
Form College, but I’d also like to wish those starting apprenticeships, employment or continuing their specialist 
education elsewhere, the very best for the future. I know those pupils who do return to our Sixth Form College will 
be great ambassadors and will quickly become our new school leaders and role models for our younger children.

As a teacher, it is truly a privilege to work with children and to see them grow into young adults. I know, as an ex 
Head of Sixth Form, how our pupils, now Sixth Form students, will continue to thrive and will quickly become adults. 
The next two years will, therefore, be exciting and I’m already looking forward to September.

Finally, I would like to thank our Year 8 parents who attended the Parents’ Evening last Wednesday and Year 7 
Parents who joined us on Tuesday. I would particularly like to thank parents for their feedback; I look forward to 
reading through and acting upon the comments once they have been collated. Thank you.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

KeY DAteS
 2017

SUMMeR teRM

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

AUtUMN teRM

6th September - 27th october

6th novermber - 21St december

2018

SpRiNg teRM 
8th January - 9th February

19th February - 23rd march

SUMMeR teRM

10th april - 25th may

4th June - 20th July

pAReNtS’ eveNiNgS

year 8 - 5th July 2017
year 7 - 11th July 2017

tRAiNiNg DAYS

24th July 2017
25th July 2017  

4th September 2017
5th September 2017
22nd december 2017

9th april 2018
23rd July 2018

heADteAcheR’S 
AwARD

YeAR 7
olivia aldiS

chad beeverS

Freddie hara

ethan harrage

YeAR 8
Jay etherington

lucy hall

YeAR 9
lilli burgeSS

georgia bruce

YeAR 10
chloe oldroyd

lauren JoneS

hOUSe RANKiNg

1

2

3

4

5

KiRbY 
UNDeRDAle

wARReNDAle

gReAt 
giveNDAle

MilliNgtON 
DAle

thixeNDAle

1 weeK ReMAiNiNg tO 
pURchASe  

OUR SchOOl UNifORM

The Uniform Shop will be open to purchase uniform until the end of 
term, as follows:  Tuesdays from 10am-12 Noon and Thursday from 
2.00-4.00pm. The shop does get very busy during these times so 

we would advise that you call school to arrange an appointment to avoid 
disappointment.

Please note that during the school holidays the Uniform Shop will be open 
on the following Wednesdays from 10.00am-12 Noon and 2.00pm-4.00pm: 
16th, 23rd and 30th August, when you will be able to collect any outstanding 
orders.  



lOweR SchOOl
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It has been a very busy and exciting week for our Lower School pupils. On Monday and Thursday 
evenings, our Year 9 pupils and their parents had their first opportunities to try on their new school 
uniform. It was great to see our pupils looking proud as they walked around in their new blazers, 

jumpers and ties, and some pupils even wanted to wear their uniforms home!

On Tuesday, our Year 7 pupils and their parents visited us for the Year 7 Parents’ Evening. These 
are always very positive events, with parents, teachers and pupils celebrating each pupil’s individual 
strengths and achievements over the past year, and setting personalised targets for the coming year.

On Wednesday, we welcomed our Year 6 pupils to their ‘Welcome to Woldgate Day’; a day of meeting new friends, 
teachers and taking part in new lessons. These days are always immensely enjoyable, and it is great for pupils, 
parents and teachers to begin to get to know each other before the summer holidays.

Finally, on Friday, our Year 6 pupils returned for an exciting day of Science and Sport. After meeting with their 
Form Tutors, pupils spent the morning in the Science department carrying out a series of fascinating experiments. 
They spent the afternoon out on the school field competing in their Forms in a ‘three in a bucket’ tournament. The 
afternoon provided another opportunity for our newest pupils to develop new friendships, skill and confidence. All 
our Year 6 pupils have made a great start to their life at Woldgate School, and we are looking forward to welcoming 
them back in September.

fReNch picNic

What a “fantastique” picnic we had on Wednesday 5th July! It really was lovely to spend time with pupils outside of 
the classroom, tasting some typical French foods and enjoying some French inspired games.  The children were a 

pleasure and it was wonderful to see them having so much fun.  Thank you very much for all of the food 
contributions, without these it would not have been possible.  Merci beaucoup!

The MFL Team

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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Once again I had the pleasure of attending our Year 11 Prom event last Friday at Barmbyfield 
Barn.  A large crowd of parents and other family members arrived to see the grand arrival 
of pupils from a huge variety of vehicles, coping really well with the multitude of cameras 

flashing away.

Our pupils took it all in their stride and were invited to enter their Prom venue to a huge round of 
applause from their team of tutors.  Thanks to the hard work and preparation from Mrs Wright and 
Mrs Atkinson throughout the day, the evening was a huge success, which may have been down to the 
inclusion of Dodgems and a second fairground ride!  I look forward to seeing many of the photographs 

over the next few weeks.

For our Year 11 pupils, the next time I see them will be when they collect their results on Thursday 24th August and 
I look forward to supporting them into their next phase of education/training following the success that I’m sure 
we’ll see on this day.

UppeR SchOOl

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

90% AtteNDANce =
½ DAY MiSSeD eveRY weeK!

1 SchOOl YeAR At 90% AtteNDANce =  
4 whOle weeKS Of leSSONS MiSSeD!

5 SchOOl YeARS At 90% AtteNDANce = 
½ SchOOl YeAR MiSSeD! 

Research suggests 17 days missed from school (94% attendance) 
equates to a drop of 1 GCSE grade in every subject.

A reduction of two grades if only 90% attendance.

AtteNDANce
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SpORtS DAY
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Subject Ambassadors represent a subject that they enjoy and have a real passion for. They are enthusiastic about their 
subject and want to share this with others. This article is the first in a series about work from the curriculum. Each week 
there will be a different Subject Ambassador sharing their thoughts about a recent project in their department. 

Mr Trevaskiss | Director of Studies for Holistic Education

On Friday 23rd June, a group of Year 12 students from Woldgate Sixth Form, represent-
ing both the Business and Mathematics departments, joined several primary schools 
from around Pocklington at a Year 6 Stock Exchange. The event involved the primary 

school pupils being split up into small groups where they received a starter pack which included 
£15,000 of potential share capital. To start the day the pupils had to choose which business 
they were going to invest in. Then based on regular news alerts, a ‘daily’ newspaper, other 
information such as new product launches and business successes and failures; as well as stock 
exchange rates displayed on projectors around the room. Pupils were able to simulate the 
feeling of a stock exchange by buying and selling their shares.

All the pupils were excellent in deciding which companies they would invest their money in; the highest earning 
group achieved a capital share value of £160,000, if only it was real money... To top the day off, all pupils experienced 
a guided tour by the Student Ambassadors around the York University campus. A big thank you to Mr Sloman and 
Mrs Atkinson for such a successful day and to the other Sixth Formers who represented Woldgate so well.

Sophia Hull | Business Ambassador

pRiMARY StOcK exchANge

S U B J E C T :  B U S I N E S S
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I can hardly believe that we are once again at the end of the academic year. As we look towards 
our final week of term, I am incredibly proud of all our Year 12s have achieved. On Saturday, we 
will be sending off our next Sixth Form Expedition, to Tanzania, and I am sure that this will be the 

experience of a lifetime for those students. This will be the culmination of two years of hard work, 
fundraising and training and I know how much they are looking forward to embarking on this incred-
ible adventure.

As we approach the final week of term, students will be using the last lessons of the year to continue 
their A2 work and make as much headway as possible before we break up for the summer. On Thursday 

20th July, we will be having a Sixth Form Activity Day, which is part of our enrichment curriculum and all students are 
expected to attend. Students have the choice of attending a Lightwater Valley trip, or staying in school for activities 
including a Treasure Hunt around Pocklington.

We are also looking forward to our annual School Walk on Friday 21st July, and I know our Sixth Form students 
are looking forward to walking it, which will of course be their last ever walk at Woldgate. Many of our Sixth Form 
students will be taking up marshal positions as well; another long-standing tradition for our Year 12s.

It was wonderful to see so many Sixth Form students performing at the Summer Soiree on Thursday evening, includ-
ing a number of our former students. What a fantastic way to round up the year!

Sixth fORM cOllege Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

lUKe YOUNg: UpDAte

Two weeks ago Luke was selected to shoot in the Olympic Skeet Home International for England. 
On Friday he received the news he has been selected to go to Italy to take part in the Junior 
World Cup for Great Britain, he finishes Woldgate Sixth Form College with this great news.

Such fantastic news - good luck Luke!

pRiMARY StOcK exchANge
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UppeR SchOOl pROM
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SAfegUARDiNg cONceRNS with RegARD tO SNApchAt 
(from the BBC website)

New map feature on Snapchap.
Some schools have criticised the accuracy of the location-sharing feature, with one warning that it could be used to 
“build up a picture of home addresses, travel routes, schools and workplaces”.

While location information is shared only with people on your “friends” list, that could include people you do not 
actually know, such as friends met on other apps and websites.

Others have criticised the way the map was added to Snapchat without a detailed announcement explaining exactly 
how it worked.

“We know tech companies are constantly developing their platforms and we’d encourage them to provide sign-
posted information for parents and young people, so they know how to keep themselves safe,” said Rose Bray from 
the NSPCC.

“Parents could be given a bit of warning, so they can look up the information before the new feature launches, and 
have a conversation with their child.”

In a statement, Snap said: “The safety of our community is very important to us and we want to make sure that all 
Snapchatters, parents and educators have accurate information about how the Snap Map works.”

The Silver reServe 
A v A i l A b l e  n o w  o n

AlbUM ReleASe! 
Mr Wall’s band ‘The Silver Reserve’ released their debut album last week with a celebratory performance at Bluedot 
Festival held at Jodrell Bank Observatory. The self-titled album has received some fantastic reviews to date and it is 
with great pleasure that we can say that it is availble from all the major online retailers/streaming services! 

 “...illustrating The Silver Reserve’s huge swell of creativity, the album’s  
penultimate track ‘Forget’ produces eight minutes of music  

that is as near as damn it perfect.” 
- God is in the TV Zine

“It's a cut above in so many ways and easily accessible enough to be the 'next big thing'.  
If you dig Fleet Foxes or Wild Beasts then you'd be in the same ballpark,  

this is something VERY special. Highly Recommended!” 
- Jumbo Records
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George’s pet pig breaks through the fence into the garden next door - intro-
ducing him to his new neighbours: the scientist, Eric, his daughter, Annie, 
and a super-intelligent computer called Cosmos. And from that moment 
George’s life will never be the same again, for Cosmos can open a portal 
to any point in outer space...  Written by science educator Lucy Hawking and her father and 
illustrated by Garry Parsons, George’s Secret Key to the Universe will take you on a rollercoaster 
ride through space to discover the mysteries of our universe.

Benedict Arnold was America’s first, most notorious traitor but 
few know that he was also one of its greatest war heroes. This 
accessible biography introduces young readers to the real Arnold: 
reckless, heroic, and driven. Packed with first-person accounts, 
astonishing battle scenes, and surprising twists, this is a gripping 
and true adventure tale.

When the newly qualified vet, James Herriot, arrives in the small Yorkshire village of 
Darrowby, he has no idea of the new friends he will meet or adventures that lie ahead. From 
the author whose books inspired the BBC series “All Creatures Great and Small”, this first 
volume of unforgettable memoirs details James Herriot’s first years as a country vet, with 
the signature storytelling magic that has made him a favourite the world over.
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