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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

As we approach the end of the summer term and another academic year ends, I feel our pupils, 
staff and parents should be rightly proud of all that has been achieved over the year. This school 
is a very special place to work and is very much a reflection of the rural community, the villages 

and the small local feeder primary schools we serve.

As someone who grew up in this area and continues to live within our community, I am very conscious 
of the support we have received from parents, from the kind words about the school spoken to other 
parents or to my primary colleagues, to the letters and the feedback we receive on Parents’ Evenings. 
I am always listening and am very conscious of our strengths and those areas where we can continue 

to improve. All feedback is, therefore, very valuable and welcome.

Our school motto from 1958, was reintroduced at the beginning of the academic year, alongside the school’s mission 
statement, and it has been an absolute pleasure this year to see the values that define our community and school 
at the heart of all we do and being celebrated every day. I am also very grateful for parents overwhelming support 
with regard to the introduction of the new uniform. This was for us, as a school, a complex process to manage 
and the support of parents has been very much appreciated. It is now part of our ethos and identity. Our pupils 
feel smart, look professional and take great pride in their uniform and rightly so. We have also received numerous 
letters from our community praising our pupils for how smart they look.

This academic year, we have also responded to parental feedback with regards to rewards and have launched a 
brand-new reward system, providing pupils with the opportunity to receive well-earned recognition for ‘acts of 
great merit character and value’. It is also good to hear from parents about the great conversations that are happen-
ing as children arrive home, following from parents being able to access live rewards data on their phones through 
Class Charts. In September, we will develop this service further and include attendance data for parents.

This year, we have also received further recognition for our pupils’ achievements. Ranked in the top three schools 
in York, alongside Millthorpe and Huntington, placed in the top 20% of schools in the country and with our top 100 
status, I feel we should be very proud as pupils, parents and teachers. With a record number of outstanding lessons 
and with the support of parents, we are collectively working hard to do the very best for our children, to provide 
opportunity and to allow them to achieve their goals in life.

Our House system is also re-established and our Enrichment Days have quickly become a celebration of all that 
is great about Woldgate. It has been fabulous to see our pupils and students working collectively across the Year 
groups with a common purpose to celebrate creativity, sports, skills and to come together as a community and have 
fun.

Finally, I would like to thank the Performing Arts team for an excellent Summer Soirée last week. What an absolutely 
wonderful evening. It was a complete joy to listen to all of the children perform, to hear former students who had 
progressed onto become famous musicians and to be joined by choirs from our wider community.

I would, therefore, like to wish you and your family an enjoyable summer and over the following weeks, we will once 
again, review feedback and will be planning for the start of another exciting academic year.

Do have a good summer,

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Key DateS
 2017

Summer term

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

autumn term

6th September - 27th october

6th novermber - 21St december

2018

Spring term 
8th January - 9th February

19th February - 23rd march

Summer term

10th april - 25th may

4th June - 20th July

parentS’ eveningS

year 8 - 5th July 2017
year 7 - 11th July 2017

training DayS

24th July 2017
25th July 2017  

4th September 2017
5th September 2017
22nd december 2017

9th april 2018
23rd July 2018

heaDteacher’S 
awarD

year 8
hannah WilliamS

connor brogan

year 9
leWiS denSon

guy duke

90% attenDance =
½ Day miSSeD every weeK!

1 School year at 90% attenDance =  
4 whole weeKS of leSSonS miSSeD!

5 School yearS at 90% attenDance = 
½ School year miSSeD! 

Research suggests 17 days missed from school (94% attendance) 
equates to a drop of 1 GCSE grade in every subject.

A reduction of two grades if only 90% attendance.

attenDance

houSe cup winnerS:

thixenDale!



lower School
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As our Lower School pupils look forward to their well-earned rest over the summer holidays, it 
is worth reflecting on what has been an amazing year at Woldgate School. From welcoming 
our Year 7 pupils back in September, they have developed in confidence and this is reflected 

in their achievements throughout the year. Many of our Year 7 pupils have acted as guides at open 
evenings, where they have reflected those values of merit, character and value that make Woldgate 
School unique.

Our Year 8 pupils have had a great year, and are now fully prepared to go into Year 9 with the skills, 
knowledge and confidence to begin thinking about their GCSE options. They have grown in maturity throughout 
the year, and this is reflected in the progress they have made in their studies over the course of the year. I know they 
will achieve great things in Year 9 and beyond.

All our Lower School pupils have had the opportunity this year to take part in a wealth of extra-curricular activities 
and events. Many have become Subject Ambassadors; many have represented their House or the school in sporting 
events. Many have taken part in the school production of ‘9 to 5’ or performed in the school orchestra. All pupils 
have had the chance to take part in educational visits, from Manchester Sports City and Helmsley Castle in Year 7, 
to the Civil War re-enactment day in Year 8.

The end of the academic year is a great time to celebrate; it is also a good time to reflect. I hope all our Lower School 
pupils spend some time over the next few weeks thinking about what went well for them this year, and how they 
can make next year even better. Have a great summer and I look forward to seeing you all in September!

year 6 welcome to wolDgate Day

On Wednesday 12th July, our Year 6 pupils visited us for our annual ‘Welcome to Woldgate Day’; an opportu-
nity for our newest pupils to meet their Form Tutors, make friends and take part in exciting new lessons. The 
day began when our Year 6 pupils arrived in the morning to be greeted by their Head of Care & Achievement, 

Mrs Atkinson. Our Year 6 pupils then met their Form Tutor, together with the other pupils in their Form, and began 
to get to know each other whilst playing games and having a tour of the school.

Our Year 6 pupils were then treated to a series of secondary school lessons across a range of subjects, including 
Art, History, Computer Science and Design & Technology. In each lesson, our pupils were actively engaged and were 
using equipment and taking active roles. Throughout the lessons, the Form Tutors and Year 8 ‘buddies’ stayed to 
help and encourage our pupils.

After a delicious lunch, it was back to form rooms with the form tutors for questions, and team-building games and 
activities, before all our Year 6 pupils returned to the Main Hall. There they reflected on their day with 

Mrs Atkinson. Later on in the afternoon, pupils and parents returned to meet with Mrs Atkinson and the 
form tutors. Upon speaking to pupils and parents, it was clear that they had a great day and are really 

looking forward to starting in September.

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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What a fantastic final week it has been! Our Year 10 pupils returned with plenty of tales about 
their Work Experience and it was fascinating to hear their perception of ‘real work’.  We’ve 
been inundated with lots of fantastic feedback about our pupils and how they’ve really 

contributed to the various businesses and I am aware that some offers of employment and appren-
ticeships have been made to our pupils for the end of Year 11 should they wish to return.

Last Friday, I accompanied Year 9 pupils on their visit to Hull University where they took part in several 
different workshops designed to inspire and get them thinking about future options.  There were 
various points throughout the day where they posed questions to the Student Ambassadors working 

with them and it was lovely having conversations with them as they thought about their own futures.

On Tuesday, Year 9 pupils then had the opportunity to meet Arek Hersh, a survivor of the Holocaust.  Pupils were 
able to watch a dvd of Arek’s life after which he took questions from the pupils.  It is always humbling to listen to 
Arek talk and it clearly had a profound effect on many of our pupils who were extremely keen to have their photo-
graph taken with him and buy a copy of his book.

As term draws to a close, all that remains is to wish you all a lovely summer.

upper School

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL
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L I T E R A C Y

O N :  C O M P E T I T I O N

A reminder about the ‘Get Caught Reading on location’  
summer competition:

 
Over the summer holidays, pupils should try to get a photograph of themselves 
reading in an unusual location. Wherever you are this summer, get reading and 
find a comfortable (or strange) place to read, take a selfie or get someone to 
take a photo and submit it to Mrs Wellock in D1 in order to win House Points 
and a small prize.

Past submissions have included in a bin and on a unicycle. Get creative and see 
where you can get caught reading!

Winner: 100 House points & small prize

2nd place: 50 House points

3rd place: 25 House points

All entries receive House Points. Staff are welcome to submit pictures too!

congratulationS to chloe williS!

having recently graDuateD from the acaDemy of northern ballet, 
chloe iS moving to paStureS new for Sixth form. She iS StuDying 

a Diploma in ballet alongSiDe her a-levelS at the hammonD 
School in cheSter where She haS been awarDeD a full ScholarShip. 

all the very beSt anD gooD lucK for the future chloe.



7Friday 21st July 2017 issue 101

It has been a really fantastic year in the Sixth Form at Woldgate and it is wonderful to be able to 
reflect on the achievements of all our students as I look back on the year. The House Enrichment 
days have been a huge success, with Sixth Form students stepping up as leaders within the school. 

Students have also made the most of the enrichment, volunteering and work experience opportuni-
ties they have been offered this year, including peer mentoring, in-class support, working as lunch-
time prefects and volunteering in the wider community. Students have also raised a huge amount of 
money for charity, particularly through the annual Charity Week led by Sixth Form students, but also 
through ongoing cake stalls and sponsored events throughout the year. Academically, our students 
have made excellent progress and it has been a pleasure to see their hard-work and dedication to their 

studies this year.

We are now looking ahead to A Level and AS results day on 17th August. A Level results will be available from 9am in 
the Sixth Form area, with Year 12s able to collect results from 10am. Please contact Mrs Hollows in the exams office 
if your child will be unable to collect their results in person at dhollows@woldgate.net and she will arrange for you 
to receive them by alternative means.

As we approach the holidays, I wish all of our students and families a well-earned break, and I look forward to 
welcoming our new Year 12s and our returning Year 13s on 6th September.

Sixth form college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM
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