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NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Have a great 
Half-Term!

As you may be aware, our 
teacher, friend and colleague 
Kate Amin was diagnosed 

with bowel cancer and secondary 
liver cancer in March at just 36 years 
old. She has undergone radiother-
apy and chemotherapy but sadly 
these treatments have not been as 
successful as we had hoped. Thank-
fully, however, the cancer has not 
spread any further. The next avail-
able course of treatment is to try a 
drug called Avastin. 

Avastin works by blocking the 
protein and stopping cancer from 
growing blood vessels, making it 

starve and unable to grow. There is 
evidence that this treatment could 
help, but it is not cost effective 
enough to be fully funded through 
the NHS. Avastin costs £1500 per 
dose and a minimum of six doses are 
required. Her friend and colleague 
Mrs Chapman set up a JustGiving 
page to help crowdsource the money 
to pay for this treatment.

This is where the remarkable thing 
happened. In just five hours the page 
had raised £6,000, and by the next 
morning £9,000 which covers the 
entire first course of treatment of 
the drug. Friends, family, colleagues, 

current and ex-pupils and parents 
had all rallied together and donated 
to give Kate a fighting chance. Mrs 
Chapman says: “I think we all have 
wanted for a long time to feel like 
we can do something to help her but 
that’s the thing about cancer, every-
one feels so helpless. This was one 
way everyone could be useful and 
simultaneously show Kate that we 
care.” 

It is wonderful to see just how 
much pupils care about 
their teacher, willing to 

Fundraising 
For Kate

£16K oF £18K target 
raised already! 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
help-kate-kick-cancer

Continued on page 7...
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

This week, I have been showing prospective pupils and parents around school following our Open 
Evening. It is always a joy to walk around school and visit lessons, especially when you have the 
opportunity to share the experience with others.  I have shown around eleven families whose 

children are either looking to join Year 7, or are hopeful of being able to transfer from another local 
school. It is always a joy to hear their comments, as our school is impressive and it’s always a joy as we 
walk into classrooms not only to receive a warm welcome as we enter classrooms, but also to see the 
reaction from our pupils, whose pride in their school is clearly evident. 

This term, it was also a pleasure to meet with our School Council and to discuss all of the many changes 
they have led on over the last academic year, including  the change to the school uniform and the introduction of our 
new world tasting menu, with dishes from Italy, Thailand, India and Mexico. They have also been influential in the 
setting of our priorities as a school, as we work hard to ensure we provide the very best education for our pupils. 
It was, therefore, not only great to review their many successes, but also to hear how positive they felt about the 
school and how they are proud to attend Woldgate School.

This week, our Sixth Formers have also led a whole school ‘RAG’ week or charity week. I’m informed calling it a 
‘RAG’ week makes me of a certain generation, but whichever term you choose to use, it is simply brilliant to see our 
Sixth Form students doing good, raising money for charity, having fun and leading the way. With fancy dress, leg 
waxing, Year 11 versus Year 12 football and sponge the teacher, we most certainly celebrated the end of a busy term 
and brought our community together in recognising those acts of great value. I am very proud of our Sixth Form 
students, as school leaders, they have mostly certainly set an excellent example for our younger pupils to follow.

We have also today ended the week with our first House Enrichment Day of the year. The Crystal Maze came to 
Woldgate School and our pupils took part in mental, physical and skills challenges in each of the zones. Working 
with pupils from other year groups, with our Sixth Form students taking the lead, they undertook a range of team 
challenges that tested their ability not only to work collectively, but to support each other as they developed new 
skills. The House system has been a huge success and it was an absolute pleasure to see our pupils focusing on those 
skills that have been identified by both leading universities and employers as central to future success. It was also 
great to see them having such fun.

After a very busy term, this week has been an absolute pleasure and has, for me, encapsulated all that makes this 
school great. A wonderful end to the half-term.

As parents will be aware from last week’s newsletter, we are once again fortunate to be moving onto the second 
phase of investment from the Department of Education and the Education and Skills Funding Agency to replace 
the external walling and windows on the front and rear of school. This will transform the school and will, as part of 
on-going capital investment programme help to ensure our pupils have some of the very best facilities in the region. 
These works will start in the October half-term and we expect that they will be completed by March of 2018. 

I do hope you find time over the half-term holiday to be together as a family and to relax.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer

2 www.woldgate.netIssue 109



‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

noticeboard

HeadteacHer’s 
award

year 7
madiSon hooker

evie brookS

year 8
evie WiSe

Freya chadWick

year 9
Jacob leatherbarroW

Skye boWman

year 10
leWiS Walton

oliver JoneS

year 11
amy WatSon

Key dates
 2017

autumn term

6th September - 27th october

6th novermber - 21St december

2018

spring term 
8th January - 9th February

19th February - 23rd march

summer term

10th april - 25th may

4th June - 20th July

parents’ evenings

year 7 - 10th January 2018
year 8 - 19th april 2018

year 9 - 20th February 2018
year 10 - 20th march 2018
year 11 - 5th February 2018

year 12 - 13th december 2017

training days

22nd december 2017
9th april 2018
23rd July 2018

Follow @Woldgate

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

social media

Hull city ladies 
Football coacHing - 

Free

3:35pm-4:45pm

mondays starting From 
november 6tH

all girls welcome

uniForm
Please ensure your child is wearing 
the correct uniform to school every 
day.  In particular, please ensure your 
child has the correct trousers; these 
should be a mid grey colour, and 
can be purchased from our school 
uniform shop.  Black trousers are not 
school uniform and are not permit-
ted.  If you are unsure of your child’s 
trousers are acceptable, or if you 
would like to purchase trousers or 
have any queries, please do contact 
the school office.

attendance, acHievement & 
care co-ordinators

Mrs r Bourne

sixtH ForM

07790 351276

Mrs c WrigHt

 
upper scHool

07790 351281

Mr s ButcHer

loWer scHool

07790 351283
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Last week we celebrated our Lower School pupils’ achievements over the previ-
ous year in our annual Awards Evenings.  In Lower School, both Year 8 and Year 
9 have their own Awards Evenings, hosted by their own Head of Care & Achieve-

ment, Mr Chapman and Mr Smith respectively.  During the evening, pupils, parents 
and teachers joined in recognising the successes and achievements of our pupils.  
Pupils had been nominated for awards by their subject teachers, Form Tutors and 

Head of Care & Achievement, and each pupil was invited on stage to receive their Award Certificate 
from Mr Britton.  It was great to see so many of our pupils receive awards, and they and their families 
looked so proud as they stood on stage.  No matter what award they won, each pupil clearly reflects 
our school motto; everything you do should be worthy, of great Merit, Character and Value.

It is not only academic success that is recognised during our Awards Evenings.  Pupils are recognised 
and celebrated for their contribution to school life, through Form Tutor Awards.  Furthermore, pupils 
from amongst the year groups provide the entertainment and this year was especially outstanding, 
as Freddie Taylor treated us to an exquisite piano recital during the Year 8 Awards, and we were 
treated to an amazing harmony recital by our Year 9 girls.

I look forward to Awards Evenings each year.  They are a chance to not only celebrate and reflect on 
past achievements and successes; they are also an opportunity to look ahead towards the future.  I 
have no doubt that our pupils will continue to make us proud in the year to come.

Mr l sloMan
Head oF loWer scHool

16th November 7pm

year 7 consultation morning

On Monday 23rd October, our Year 7 pupils took part in their first ‘Consultation Morning’.  Each 
Year 7 pupil had an interview with their Form Tutor, during which they discussed their progress 
in each subject and chose targets to work towards in the coming term.  In addition, each pupil 

chose one ‘Skill for Life’ to focus on developing, such as ‘Teamwork’ or ‘Resilience’.  The morning is an 
invaluable opportunity for our pupils to discuss their progress in lessons, and to work with their Form 
Tutor to ensure they achieve their potential across all their subjects in the coming year.

Have a great half term.
Well done to all our pupils for making a 
fantastic start to the school year.  Our 
Year 7 pupils are now very settled into 
secondary school life, and our Year 
8 and Year 9 pupils are going from 
strength to strength in their studies 
and making excellent progress.  We 
have had a busy half term, and our 
pupils have been involved in a range of 
events and activities.

lower scHool breaKFast oF 
cHampions

On the morning of Thursday 26th October, we held 
our first ‘Breakfast of Champions’ of the year in 
the school café.  Pupils with the highest number 

of Rewards in Years 7, 8 and 9 were invited to a free 
breakfast, where they were joined by their Head of Care 
& Achievement and Mr Sloman.  The Breakfast of Cham-
pions is held at the end of every half term, and recognises 
and celebrates those pupils who best embody the school 
motto; that everything you do should be worthy of Great 
Merit, Character and Value.
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16th November 7pm

Sixth Form
College

OPEN
EVENING

SIXTH FORM



on sale now



donate what 
little money they have to Kate’s 
cause. Sixth Form students after 
hearing the news, immediately set 
up and organised a cake stall which 
raised £75 in a single lunch time. 
Another Sixth Former, in Warrendale 
House, which Mrs Amin captains, 
has been visiting Form Rooms in the 
house collecting gifts, well wishes 
and messages to send to Kate. To 
see pupils, students and staff so 
galvanised in their support just 
goes to show what a unique school 
community we are a part of.

In the midst of a truly terrible situ-
ation, it is wonderful to have your 
attention turned away and find 
yourself thinking, ‘people, really 
are brilliant’. At present 709 people 
have donated, raising a staggering 
£15,789, people from all walks of life 
and different connections to Kate, 
or even no connection at all. 

“We miss you so much at school, 
9KEA isn’t the same without you. 
Hoping this small donation helps 
with your treatment. Lots of love.”

Kate has recently received the 
second dose of Avastin and we are 
hoping it starts to have an effect 
soon.

“I don’t even know how to convey my 
appreciation to so many individuals 
who have helped us so far. I’m not 
the best at that sort of emotional 
thing but it’s magic to see!”  - Nathan 
Amin.

If you would like to donate then 
please visit the JustGiving page 
below and help reach the target of 
£18,000.

https://www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/help-kate-kick-cancer

Kate Has been blown away 
by your generosity and Kind 

messages. tHanK you so mucH to 
all oF you. Here a just a Few:

“you made a great impression 
on my daugHter, Here's 
a little bit bacK. 9Kea 

are rooting For you.”

“wanted to give sometHing 
bacK to say tHanK you For all 

tHe Help and support Kate 
Has given to our cHildren. 
sHe was an amazing Form 

tutor and truly inspirational. 
we wisH you all tHe best.”

“Hope you get well soon 
mrs amin, sucH a good 
teacHer, lots oF love.”

“sending all my love to ms 
bradsHaw - i Have sucH Fond 

memories oF Her History 
lessons. Hope you reacH your 

target and beyond and you 
maKe a speedy recovery.”

“one oF my Favourite teacHers 
at woldgate, Had so mucH 
Fun in Her classes and all 

tHe wisHes in tHe world For 
Her to get better soon.”

“Happy to donate to sucH a 
wortHy cause. my daugHter 

attends woldgate scHool 
and we are only too willing 

to donate. witH all our 
best wisHes For you.”

“miss bradsHaw was my First 
History teacHer at woldgate 

and i Had Her For a Few years. 
near cHristmas time miss 
told us about Her cHeese 
day. i want miss to Keep 
Having Her cHeese days.”

“Hell on tHe Humber”

Miss Rowland is literally going 
an extra mile by taking part 
in ‘Hell on the Humber’, a 

six-hour endurance race from 6pm 
to midnight where runners run up 
and down the length of the bridge 
as many times as they can.  

“Those of you who know me will be 
aware that I’m not a natural/keen 
runner so this is going to be a tough 
challenge! Just to top off my humil-
iation, and hopefully to persuade 
you to part with a of bit extra cash, 
I will be doing all this dressed up as 
a mime while running with a load of 
other creepy clowns!”

I have a just giving page where you 
can donate, which is:

https://www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/jennyrowland 

or alternatively I have a sponsorship 
form in my room (J12).

...from front page.
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year 11 gcse drama moderation

This week, Year 11 Drama GCSE pupils took to the stage in their first moderation of the year. The abstract 
devised performances covered a wide variety of themes based on stimuluses proposed by the pupils and 
demonstrated an incredible range of theatre techniques and acting skills. Through their work, the pupils 

explored topics such as the life of suffragettes, dementia, heroes and ghost stories so we were all in for an eclectic 
treat. Meeting the demands of the exam requirements in the time frame given for this component of the Drama 
GCSE is tough, however we have been delighted by the hard work and determination demonstrated by the pupils 
involved and their passion to create and perform in an engaging piece of theatre. Well done to all involved.


