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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

On Tuesday evening, Year 10 
drama pupils went to see War 
Horse at the Alhambra Thea-

tre in Bradford. We were treated to 
an incredible theatrical spectacle. 
The performance was amazing and 
the actors and actresses performed 
outstandingly. The puppetry during 
the performance was captivating and 
the puppeteer seemed to disappear 
making the horse and other animals 
seem alive. The effects of the light-
ing, music, acting and puppeteering 
made the performance come alive 

and showed the wonderful story of 
a boy and his horse going through 
the war. 

During the performance there were 
some loud gun shots that made 
everyone jump and scream making 
us feel the fear of what the war 
would be like. The performance was 
funny and the jokes were performed 
spectacularly. The performance 
was also really emotional with the 
horses dying and hearing and seeing 
the reactions from the actors on the 

stage this really bought to life the 
atrocities of war. In the end scene 
seeing Joey and Albert riding home 
together bought a tear to every-
one’s eyes.   

Overall the performance was a spec-
tacular example of how puppets 
can be use in theatre and we look 
forward to studying it further in 
class.     

By Genevieve Fisher and 
Natalie Mustard 

House enricHment Day

tHursDay 15tH marcH
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Our fifth whole school House Enrichment Day takes place next Thursday. In response to pupil 
and parental requests, our Sixth Form and Year 11 pupils will be focusing on their examinations 
to ensure the revision process is fully underway and to help them prepare for the examina-

tions, which start in seven school weeks. For the rest of our children, the day provides another unique 
opportunity to focus on developing their Skills for Life, such as communication and teamwork. It also 
gives our children the option to try a range of different activities that are both varied and are not 
usually taught as part of the standard curriculum.

I remember from my own schooling when, for the first time, I had the opportunity for a day to study 
photography. After being given what looked like a very expensive camera, I remember spending the morning 
taking photographs around the locality and then returning to develop the film. There is something truly memora-
ble about being in a photography dark room, with the smell of the photographic developer, as an image ‘magically’ 
appears on what otherwise appeared to be a blank sheet of paper. I found the process utterly fascinating and 
spent many years as a university student, as part of photography club, inspired by the experience. Today, technol-
ogy has moved on, but I hope that in some of the many experiences that are on offer, our pupils will find some of 
the magic of learning a new skill or learning something completely different.

I also remember that the teacher who took my session on photography was so passionate about his hobby that it 
was completely infectious. Our House Enrichment Day will be similar and I’m especially grateful to my colleagues, 
who have volunteered to run sessions on their own individual interests, hobbies and subjects, to share with our 
pupils their enthusiasm. 

Pupils will have the opportunity to opt for any of the following activities: 

With pupils deciding upon their activity this week, I would encourage you to speak to your child about the choice 
they have made and, hopefully, maybe some of our pupils will find a new and future interest or hobby.

Do have a good weekend.

• Performing Arts

• Designing and building a rocket.

• Film Industry: Preproduction’ - Pitch-
ing ideas for a new film trailer.          

• Design a marketing campaign for a brand new 
chocolate product about to be released.    

• Reach for the Stars - work with fellow house 
mates to design and test a reliable rocket.   

•  Design a promotion campaign for a new pop group.           

•  Blogging and photography workshop.      

•  (Mine) Mathscraft- Work as a team to 
create the best 3D model of a town/
street with limited resources.

•  ‘The Great British Cake Off’ - Can you 
design, bake and decorate a show-stop-
per that best represents your house? 

•  Easter Eggstravaganza - (making a 3D 
Easter Egg holder competition).     

•  “Step into the spotlight!”  - The ulti-
mate talent battle between houses.   

•  Try new sports-compete for your house!               

•  Create your house mascot with a sock!   

•  Making History-build castles, shields and things! 

•  Game design competition: make 
computer games, win prizes!

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

noticeboard

Key Dates

2018

spring term 
8th January - 9th February

19th February - 23rd march

summer term

10th april - 25th may

4th June - 20th July

parents’ evenings

year 8 - 19th april 2018
year 10 - 20th march 2018
year 11 - 5th February 2018

training Days

9th april 2018
23rd July 2018
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governor’s visit to WolDgate

On Friday 2nd March I visited Woldgate in the morning for a scheduled 
meeting with the Headteacher. After our discussion he suggested we 
had a brief ‘tour’ of the school to see the school in action. As gover-

nors, we don’t often have this opportunity as most of our meetings are in 
the evening after the pupils have left for the day. 

I asked if staff and pupils knew which rooms we were about to visit and 
the Head replied that they didn’t know I was in the building. Given that the 
pupils had just returned from two weather-enforced closure days and had 
struggled through a bitterly cold wind to get in, what I saw amazed me. 
We visited about 15 classrooms around the site with pupils ranging from 
Y7 up to Y13. Without exception, the pupils were smart, calm, respectful 
and engaged in their studies. Classrooms were welcoming and wall displays 
were interesting and attractive. 

Despite the school being an active building site in places, the atmosphere 
witnessed was extremely calm and orderly – even at the change of lessons. It 
was a privilege to see the school operating – the skilled staff imparting their 
undoubted knowledge and keen, eager pupils absorbing it. 

I am proud to be associated with such a vibrant school. 

Martin Braidley | Governor

equine excellence!

A BIG well done to the Woldgate School Equestrian team who  have 
been training hard at Bishop Burton College, with their coach Pippa 
Ireland.  Over the weekend of 24th/25th February they attended their 

first competition: show jumping at Northallerton Equestrian Centre.   The 
team were committed and motivated; Lucy Jones, Loren Barnes and Aimee 
Pearcy did brilliantly: they won the 70cm class and the 80cm class, with indi-
vidual awards too.  The two teams, and Lucy as an individual, have qualified 
for the national championships, representing the East Riding of Yorkshire, 
on 20th-22nd April, at Bury Farm Equestrian Centre in Bedfordshire.

3Friday 9th March 2018 issue 124



loWer scHool

Over the next few weeks, Lower School pupils will be receiving their Spring Progress Reviews.  
Progress Reviews are a termly summary of how much progress each pupil is making in each 
of their subjects.  They are produced to help both our pupils and parents understand exactly 

how each of our pupils is getting on.  In addition to the comprehensive booklet parents now receive, 
all our pupils now receive a sticker summarising their progress in the year to date, which they stick 
in their Planners.  They analyse their Progress Reviews, noting down the progress they have made in 
each subject.  They also note down areas of strength and success, as well as setting themselves clear, 
measurable and specific targets for the future. 

In addition to understanding how much progress they are making, Progress Reviews also present our pupils with 
a summary of their ‘Attitude to Learning’ in each subject.  A pupil’s ‘Attitude to Learning’ score summarise a wide 
range of attributes, effort and focus, with the highest possible score rated ‘Excellent (1)’.   Attitude to Learning 
encompasses all those skills and approaches that make accelerated progress possible, such as neat presentation of 
work, self-motivation, independent learning, participation in lessons, response to teachers’ feedback and organisa-
tion.  These attributes and skills, when employed by pupils regularly and consistently, ultimately lead to better than 
expected levels of progress. 

Throughout all subjects and lessons, teachers also expect and encourage high standards from all pupils and this 
is reflected in the excellent Attitude to Learning scores our Lower School pupils have received in their Progress 
Reviews.   Their attitude to learning is further evident in their focus and motivation in class, together with their 
inquisitiveness and eagerness to improve.  Overall, pupils make exceptional progress when they are enjoying learn-
ing, which in turn feeds their enthusiasm and motivation in each subject.  It is this enjoyment of learning which is 
reflected in our pupils’ Progress Reviews.  Well done to every pupil in Year 7, 8 and 9 and keep up the great work 
over the next few months.

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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This week has continued to be extremely busy in Upper School as Year 11 pupils enter their final 
eight school weeks before their main exams begin although our Food Technology pupils have 
already undertaken their three hour practical exam this week.  It has been fantastic to see them 

produce such a variety of interesting food in such a short space of time and they have all worked 
extremely hard to prepare for this.  I have been impressed with both the maturity and creativity that 
our pupils have shown and they should all be proud of their work so far!

As usual, I have had conversations with many pupils over the course of the week and it never ceases 
to amaze me how varied and exciting the pastimes of our young people can be, particularly by the 

time they reach Year 10. When talking to pupils, they seem to come alive as the passion for their activities outside 
of school shine through. What they don’t always realise is that many of the skills they develop within these activ-
ities are directly transferable into their studies, particularly when it comes to things such as self-discipline and 
organisation! 

Towards the end of this academic year, our Year 10 pupils will all get the chance to take part in a two week work 
experience placement. Already I am hearing about lots of exciting placements being organised and the range is 
simply astonishing. Mrs Simpson is the fountain of all knowledge when it comes to arranging this week so Year 10 
pupils need to keep talking to her, particularly if they have any questions as she make the final arrangements with 
them all.  I look forward to hearing more about these placements in the future.

upper scHool Ms Longstaff Writes:

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL
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Are you up to the challenge?

The Great 
Woldgate Family

QUIZ
friday 16th March 2018
7:00pm start
Woldgate School

TICKETS £3

Form a team of up to eight and have 
a fun family night raising funds 

for the friends of woldgate.

Live musical entertainment
Raffle prizes to be won

Refreshments available

Designed by freepik.com

Of great merit, character and value
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Organised by

Tickets from Woldgate Reception
Call 01759 302395 (press 8)

Divergent HomeWorK in year 7 computer science classes

This week was the first time Miss Russell had set two of her 
Computer Science classes a Divergent Homework task. After 
completing their End of Unit Network test, Miss Russell asked 

them to identify the area of the test that they had struggled with 
the most and then she did something that completely blew their 
minds. She set absolutely NO HOMEWORK. Instead she looked at 
them and said “I am letting you set your own homework this week, 
you can do absolutely anything you like, be as creative as you want, 
do what you enjoy, it doesn’t matter what you choose, there is no 
wrong or right way to do this task. All that I ask is that you use this 
opportunity to improve your understanding and knowledge of the 
area of the test you found the hardest.” Sir Ken Robinson is an advo-
cate of using Divergent Thinking in Schools as it helps students to 
think laterally, allows them to be creative and enables them to come 
up with multiple answers to a particular problem. The results have 
been breath-taking. Next month, Miss Russell will be challenging her 
other two classes to a Divergent Homework on Computer 
Hardware and we will let you know the results here. Today 
however I would like to congratulate Alfie Robinson and 
Penny Garside who were chosen by their class as being 
the most Divergent Thinkers. Penny chose to make a 
computer and the information on Protocols scrolls round, 
whilst Alfie made a fantastic animation. I would also like 
to say well down to all the other students who produced 
brilliant divergent ideas, you were all excellent.  

Miss Russell
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It has been a busy and productive week in the Sixth Form again this week. Following on from last 
week, our first Mindfulness and Meditation session took place on Tuesday lunchtime. The session 
was well-attended by Sixth Form students and their feedback has been very positive.  

Studies on mindfulness indicate that the programmes have the potential to improve psychological 
wellbeing and attention. Secondary school students who follow an in-class mindfulness programme 
report reduced indications of depression, anxiety and stress up to six months later. There is also 
strong evidence for the positive impact of mindfulness on a wide range of mental and physical health 
conditions, on social and emotional skills and wellbeing, and on learning and cognition. There is also 

good evidence from neuroscience and brain imaging that mindfulness meditation reliably and profoundly alters 
the structure and function of the brain to improve the quality of both thought and feeling. Recent research even 
suggests students who practice mindfulness do better in exams! 

Sessions will be running from 12:45 – 1:15 in J17 on Monday 12th March, Tuesday 27th March, Tuesday 10th April and 
Tuesday 17th April. Sessions are open to all Year 12s and 13s and students are under no obligation to attend all of 
the sessions, so are welcome to just turn up and give it a try.

sixtH Form college Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

attenDance, acHievement & 
care co-orDinators

MrS r BoUrne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS J poLLendine

attendance

07980 702715

MrS c wrigHt

 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283
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inclusion at WolDgate

Last week, somewhat interrupted by snow, was Numeracy Week where the focus was on encour-
aging pupils to see the importance of number and to identify where numbers factor in their lives.    
The Inclusion Team are committed to supporting pupils for whom numeracy can be a challenge.  In 

class, support can be through helping to decode question words or encouraging them to see patterns 
and links; “chunking” sums and enabling them to use mnemonics.   

Making Maths fun and memorable is the key.   

Simplifying word problems, visualising or using pictures and real objects e.g. cutting up a pizza for fractions or 
using concrete objects like counters can really help some pupils who find abstract concepts difficult.  Timetables 
and number bonds should be practised little and often and, when reinforced at home, can lead to increased confi-
dence in the young person, as can learning facts learnt by rote.  Using real-life examples, paired work and group 
work, for example explaining how they found the answer to another person, can be invaluable.  Applying learning 
and kinaesthetic activities, perhaps building a shelter to work out angles or calculating how many tiles you would 
need for a bathroom floor, are valuable life skills.  

In addition, during registrations, twice per week a small group of Year 7 pupils who are identified as requiring 
extra intervention, have the opportunity of joining a Numeracy Programme.   Organised by the Numeracy Co-or-
dinator and led by an experienced Teaching Assistant and Sixth Formers, pupils use the computers in the ILC to 
complete visual, fun tasks in a range of topics such as basic number, Geometry, measure and data.  Over recent 
years, the team have recorded excellent progress and some current Year 8 who were involved last year, said that 
where there were questions which “We had problems with in our lessons like percentages and fractions, they 
helped us practise them” so that they felt “More confident” in Maths and  “Overall, better than I was.  ”  

“Mathematics is a great motivator for all humans; its career starts with zero and it ends in infinity” Anon.

MrS S geary
Head of incLUSion

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL
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