
Millington Dale   8750 Points
Warrendale          9800 Points
Kirby Underdale  9900 Points
Great Givendale  10400 Points

Congratulations Thixendale Winners With 10450 Points 

Year 13 experiment with Dna 
fingerprinting

Year 13 experiment with Dna fingerprinting

Our Year 13 BTEC Applied Science students recently visited York University to participate 
in a DNA fingerprinting day where they completed practical techniques required for 
their qualification. 

This was a fantastic opportunity to work in a highly advanced and sophisticated science 
laboratory which gave the students a taste of what university life will be like for them next 
year. The students used restriction enzymes to separate DNA fragments and then used gel 
electrophoresis to identify the correct sample out of five from a crime scene. 

Many thanks to the York University Biology department for providing the opportunity 
which the students thoroughly enjoyed.   

Woldgate School and Sixth Form college

Follow @Woldgate
Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/
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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

With the start of summer, it has been wonderful to see the school field now open at lunchtime 
and pupils enjoying sports, or just sitting in the sun. It is sometimes easy to forget the 
beautiful setting of the school, with the Yorkshire Wolds in the distance and fields all around. 

We’re very fortunate to have such a great location and, at the same time, have such a highly successful 
school with a broad curriculum choice and such extensive facilities for our pupils.

Our new outdoor servery is also very popular on our Lower School site and, with the re-opening of 
our Upper School and the new Sixth Form servery, pupils now have a good choice not only of where 
to purchase a snack or meal, but also a wide range of food. In the Dining Hall we’ve received great 

feedback from our pupils with regard to the range of food available, and especially the new world menu, with 
choices of Mexican, Japanese and Thai dishes this week.

It has also been a joy to give both prospective candidates and pupils a tour of the school. The response from those I 
do show round is always extremely positive and it is common for them to comment on the calm and purposeful feel 
of the school.  In classroom after classroom, I’ve had the pleasure of seeing teachers actively engaged in leading 
lessons, moving around the classroom equipped with resources, leading pupils through planned activities and 
following our six part lesson structure. I am also thoroughly enjoying our Friday staff briefings, where colleagues 
share activities, ideas and resources they have used in their own classrooms. We will shortly be approaching our 
127th presentation and the brilliant ideas keep coming.

This week, walking around school was a pleasure and, alongside my own teaching, continues to ensure I am absolutely 
focused on providing the very best education for our young people. I have especially enjoyed visiting Sixth Form 
lessons. The content is most certainly very demanding at Sixth Form, but I visited lesson after lesson were our 
students were not only working extremely hard, but were making great progress in understanding often complex 
and difficult topics. The joy of being a Headteacher is to see the breadth of study and challenge in such lessons – I 
often just wish I could join the group and study the A-Level myself, as the content is so intriguing and engaging.

As you’ll be aware, we are seeing a significant increase in the number of outstanding lessons in school and are 
on target to surpass our already ambitious targets for this academic year. I am hugely grateful to my colleagues 
who have not only worked to develop this new structure based on the very best educational research, but have 
then invested the time in planning and teaching their lessons to deliver these outstanding outcomes. I know from 
speaking to pupils and staff, and from visiting lessons, the clear benefits we are seeing for our children. It is an 
exciting time and I know my colleagues, like myself, are very proud of what has been achieved so far. 

Finally, I would like to thank parents for ensuring their children do arrive at school promptly and their child’s 
attendance remains on or above our threshold of 97%. We are now able to evidence from looking at the academic 
progress our pupils make, that even if attendance drops by a few percentage points, it does have a significant 
impact on a child’s achievement. We have also found that missing foundation work in Year 7 has also placed pupils at 
a disadvantage, as teachers seek to build on prior learning and revisit concepts and knowledge they have previously 
taught, but the child has missed. Currently, we are the fourth highest secondary school in the East Riding of 
Yorkshire for excellent attendance. So thank you for your support – it is very much appreciated by the Attendance 
team, colleagues and will, of course, benefit all of our children.

Have a good weekend

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

noticeboard

   musical achievements

Lydia Thrower Grade 1 Piano Pass with Merit

Freja Sorenson Grade 1 Piano Pass with Merit

James Kilham Grade 2 Piano Pass

Emily Fairs  Grade 4 Piano Pass

E v e r y t h i n g  y o u  d o  s h o u l d  b e  w o r t h y ,                     o f  g r e a t  m e r i t ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  v a l u e .

BRONZE STAR
AWA R D

Date Headteacher

In recognition of achieving five hundred merits.

MERIT
CHARACTER

VALUE

Millington Dale WarrendaleKirby Underdale

congratulations to the following pupils on receiving 
their Bronze star BaDges anD certificate

Year 7
Imogen Bannister
Evie Brooks
Claire Farmery
Lily Foster
Penny Garside
Meghan Grey
Abigail Hardcastle
Skye Harrison
Madison Hooker
Jade Hoop
Maisie Howard
Amelia Rigby
Eilidh Smith
Rowan Smithson
Aisling Timmis

The Bronze Star is awarded to those pupils achieving 500 Merit or House Points during their school career

Year 8
Ewan Bishop
Emma Brothers
Max Brown
Holly Cooper
Mirren Davies
Marie Gowthorpe
Scarlett Green
Holly Johnson
Catrina Kirk
Isla McDaid
Holly Midgley
Chloe Rackham
George Rhodes
Melanie Sissons
Freddie Taylor
Amy Wheatley

Year 9
Chloe Afford
Lowri Davis
Daisy Lamb
Molly Meneer
Matilda Moorse
Abi Rennison
Elspeth Steele
Georgie Taylor  
Hannah Williams 

Year 10
Lydia Adrian
Lucy Breare
Ailie Bryce
Molly Cook
Haydn Cooper
Genevieve Fisher
Charlotte Huffington
Alistair Jennings
Yasmin Katib
Jacob Lane
Alexa Morley
Natalie Mustard
Effie Pople
Karolina Stonicute
Rebecca Wragg

Year 11
Millie Fisher
Chloe Hatch
Charlotte Mustard
Jack Wallis
Amy Watson

Year 12
Rachel Allanson
Megan Bannister
Sophie Burn
Jessica Forman
Harriet Rothwell-Inch
Megan Waite
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At Woldgate School, we encourage our pupils to always try 
their hardest in everything they do in every lesson and 
staff, in turn, recognise and reward not only great work, 

but great character as well.  Since September, we have been 
using the ClassCharts online reward system.  This system enables 
teachers to issue a range of rewards to pupils both in class and 
around school.  The rewards are based on the school motto, and 
are awarded for work of great merit, acts of great character, 

or acts that are valued by the wider community, such as leadership.  We also 
recognise and reward pupils when they display life skills, such as effective 
communication.  Pupils receive a stamp in their Planner, as well as the reward 
being recorded online.

We strongly believe that parents and carers have a crucial role in recognising 
and rewarding our pupils’ achievements.  We therefore encourage parents 
and carers to download the free ClassCharts Parent App from either IStore or 
Google Play.  We have previously provided each parent or carer with a unique 
access code for their child, which needs to be entered along with an email 
address and password.  Parents and carers can then check their child’s rewards 
regularly on their mobile phone.  If you cannot find the letter with the unique 
code, please contact Mr Butcher who will be happy to help.

lower school  
weeklY awarDs

great merit awarDs

Year 7: emma huDson

Year 8: amY corringham

Year 9: oliver huDson

great character awarDs

Year 7: freYa wales

Year 8: cara Durkin

Year 9: isaBelle Downs

great value awarDs

Year 7: phoeBe-sophie wooD

Year 8: evie wise

Year 9: leesa miDgleY

form of week awarD

Year 7: 7Dro

Year 8: 8vJe

Year 9: 9kea

lower school

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

Mr Sloman Writes:
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As we approach the final two weeks before our Year 11 pupils start their formal written exams, 
plans are underway to ensure that pupils are supported as much as possible.  There is plenty of 
excitement about what they will write in their yearbook, which size hoodie they need and what 

they will wear to their Prom, however, there is also plenty of conversation about what they still need 
to revise.  Please remind your child that they should be making full use of the revision and support 
sessions on offer to ensure they are as confident as possible about the exams they are about to sit.  
They will receive final information, advice and guidance next week.  At this time of year pupils will also 
be informed of their total marks for GCSE & GCE assessments, coursework and practicals before they 
sign their individual Candidate Record Form, having the opportunity to record their marks in their 

Planner.  These marks are then submitted on-line to examination boards before the deadlines in mid-May.

This week, I have thoroughly enjoyed having conversations with our Year 10 pupils who are excited about their 
forthcoming work experience placements.  Once again, the many places that Mrs Simpson has been able to secure 
are extremely varied and offer a wealth of opportunities for our pupils.  I cannot wait to see how our pupils get on 
and hear all about their adventures.  As we prepare our pupils for the world of work awaiting them, we encourage 
them to develop and embed their personal organisational skills throughout their time at Woldgate.  This includes 
arriving to school on time, being prompt to lessons, wearing the correct uniform and having the right equipment 
with them.

 As a school we really value the support of parents and carers to reinforce our high expectations in terms of smart 
uniform and readiness to learn.  However, there are occasional lapses when pupils return from holidays and I thought 
it would be useful to remind parents that false and coloured nails are not permitted, neither is jewellery with the 
exception of one pair of small, plain stud earrings.  As Upper School pupils will all face exams over the next few 
weeks, it would also be helpful if parents could check with them that they have all the equipment that they need.  
Further details about our uniform and equipment expectations can be found on pages 8-9 of their school Planner.

Year 11 revisions support sessions

Please note an addition to the Year 11 revision support sessions published last week. The following PE sessions are 
available:

Wednesday Evenings 3.35pm - 5pm  E6

Thursday Lunchtime    E6

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

upper school Ms Longstaff Writes:
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star pupils!

Oliver  from Year 7 has been selected for the  U12 East Yorkshire District 
Cricket Team.  District cricket starts at U9 age group and Oliver has been 
selected each year all the way through from when he was an U9.

This picture of Oliver was taken when he scored his maiden century for East 
Yorkshire last year.

Congratulations Oliver

It’s always good to hear about the talents and successes of our pupils outside of school

“My Name is Freja from Year 7. I do Figure Skating and I train on a Wednesday and 
Saturday at Hull Arena. 

I did my first competition last Thursday. There were twenty people that came to the 
competition. In my group there were three people. I came third in my group but the 
other girls had done competitions before. It was a closed competition which means 
that nobody will know your score.  I got my first trophy”          Well done Freya

“My name is Phoebe - Sophie, I’m in Year 7.  I enjoy all aspects of performing arts and so much 
of my spare time, I spend training.  I have classes in Ballet, Tap, Modern Jazz and Demi Point.  I 
classroom assist in some of the younger students classes, before my Drama and Show classes 
start. Wednesdays I have private dance lessons with the principal of the school.  In this lesson I 
work on competition solo routines and any exams that I have coming up.  I also assist the younger 
ones before my own Acrobatics, Commercial Dance and Tumbling starts.  On Thursdays I go to 
Starbrite’s other studio in York where I train for two weeks of every term.  Friday, I rest.  

On Saturday I help out in the morning at Starbrite for two and half hours and during parties, if 
there is one.  On the first Sunday of every month, I have an intensive training session for six hours 
at Triplestar College, where I am an associate member.  We also take part in various workshops 
with guest teachers.  I also have homework to complete because I am working towards my BTEC 
with them.  

This year I have performed with the Triplestar Associates at Movelt in London and also taken part in various workshops 
including Twist and Pulse, Flawless, Michael Flatleys Academy and many others.  I have performed at the Alton Towers 
Hotel and attended Can You Dance in Leeds and Newcastle, as well as, at Her Majesties Theatre in London’s West End.  

With Starbrite and Triplestar, I take part in many competitions and most recently won 3 Gold medals and was awarded the 
Under 12 Personality of the Competition Trophy.  

In December I performed in Elf, the musical, with other members of Starbrite show class at the Hayward Theatre in Beverley.  

I am currently working towards my first LAMDA exam and my Grade 3 Ballet.  I have also just taken some IDTA exams 
which I am waiting for the results.  As well as these exams being important to me, they also gain me UCAS points, ready 
for university.  

All this keeps me very busy and I love it.  My Mom and Dad always keep my feet firmly on the ground and make sure that I 
always do my school work as well.  

We are proud to have Phoebe - Sophie in our Year Group and it was lovely to see her presentations on Awards 
Evening and in our Talent Show.  Keep up the outstanding attitude! Mrs Atkinson
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It has been another busy week in the Sixth Form, as all of our students knuckle down to the serious 
business of revision and exam preparations.

Year 12 exams are fast-approaching, and these will be an opportunity for students to gauge their 
progress through year 12.  It is important that students revise thoroughly for these exams and are 
well-prepared, in order to help staff identify how they can be further stretched and challenged, and 
also to identify any areas of weakness.  Where necessary, students will be offered additional support 
throughout the remainder of the summer term in order to increase progress and ensure they are fully 
prepared for the demands of Year 13.

Year 12 students will be on study leave from Tuesday 8th May until Friday 11th May. They are invited to work in 
school to complete focused revision in the supervised Study Room during this exam week.

Year 13 students are nearing their final few weeks of Sixth Form study, and are continuing to work hard. Additional 
support is available from all subject teachers, and students should speak to their subject teachers if they would like 
any help with their revision and exam preparations.

Finally, a huge congratulations to our Year 13 Drama students, who did an outstanding job on their A level 
performance piece last week. Good luck to all students who have practical and speaking exams coming up.

attenDance, achievement & 
care co-orDinators

MrS r BoUrne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt

 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

keY Dates

2018

summer term

10th april - 25th may

4th June - 20th July

training DaYs

9th april 2018
23rd July 2018

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

sixth form college Mrs Lawson Writes:
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MrS S geary
Head of incLUSion

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
Pocklington
York
YO42 2LL

Tel: 01759 302395
Fax: 01759 306535

Email: office@woldgate.net
Website: www.woldgate.net

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

Follow @Woldgate A family of schools
with shared values
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Woldgate School and Sixth Form College, an Academy, is part of the Wolds Learning Partnership, a charitable company limited by guarantee,  
registered in England and Wales with Company Number: 10518602. Registered Office: 92 Kilnwick Road Pocklington, York YO42 2LL.

march 50/50 cluB Draw 
Congratulations to Mrs Kirstie Wood, winner of the March 2018 50/50 club draw.

Friends of Woldgate School would like to thank all who have joined the 50/50 Club. To join costs 
from £2 per month payable by direct debit to the club for one ticket (each additional ticket is £2, 
you can buy as many as you wish).   

50% of the money raised in is given in prize money and the remaining 50% benefits the whole 
school. 

Anyone over the age of 18 years, connected with the school is eligible to join, if interested use 
the following link to the 50/50 club direct debit form and further information.  

http://www.woldgate.net/media/wysiwyg/1510833822_FoWS_50_50_Club_web

inclusion at wolDgate

Reading is vital to personal development, whether for enjoying a book, magazine, newspaper 
or for crucial every day needs such as understanding instructions, credit agreements or job 
applications.

Pupils at Woldgate School have been able to access the Lexia Program for many years now and each 
year the cohort have shown successful progress in their Literacy with clear evidence of improvements 
in spelling and vocabulary. Lexia is a fun computer-based program that has helped millions of 

students. The activities support and build on the school curriculum and focus on developing reading skills in six 
areas: phonological awareness, phonics, structural analysis, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

The pupil begins Lexia at a starting point that fits his or her needs and works in online activities throughout the 
week, usually based in the ILC.  Online activities include direct instruction and feedback as the pupil learns new 
skills.  Progress and performance in the various areas is reported with print outs to monitor achievement or areas 
of weakness and so teachers can provide help when needed. Pupils receive Housepoints and Certificates when they 
have completed a section. 

Older pupils have commented that they are grateful for the foundations and support which they received from 
Lexia in Y7 and Y8.  Additionally, pupils often build good relationships with the Teaching Assistants who lead the 
program so that they can be mentored and supported throughout the school.  We appreciate the time which 
Teaching Assistants devote to supporting pupils with this program and well done to all those pupils who have 
achieved success.


