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Introduction by the Headteacher	

Upper School studies are important. Your outcomes will ultimately provide a foundation upon which to 

continue study at Sixth Form. Universities will look at your GCSE grades and some may use them as part 

of the entry criteria. It is, therefore, important you are in the driving seat when making these decisions 

and do become actively involved in asking the questions, seeking advice and of course searching the appropriate 

websites. You will be committing to these studies for two years and even potentially longer, so please do take 

your time and make an informed decision. Your determination, dedication, hard work, and enthusiasm will be critical to your success in these 

and every subject.

I do wish you the very best in making these decision. It is an exciting opportunity to start thinking about the future and to start planning your 

route through education. I am more than happy to see you at any time to discuss your thoughts or plans and I know my fellow teachers will do 

their very best to ensure you are in a strong position to make the right choices. 

All the best,

Mr Sloman | Headteacher

Offering your child the World	
We have been delighted to see how maturely,  enthusiastically, and skillfully our Year 9 pupils have begun their 

studies in their Performance and Technical disciplines this year.  Speaking to colleagues across the full fields 

of study, their teachers have been consistently impressed with the standard of work being produced and the 

veracity with which children are coming to terms with new and challenging concepts and ideas.  

This year your child will make two more choices to complete their personalised timetable, deciding which of the 

World subjects to follow to GCSE.  These subjects are a very significant part of our ethos.  It is through understanding the world around us, its 

history, its people and the faiths and languages that surround us that we gain empathy for others as well as an awareness of our own place 

in the wider world.  This option series also prompts you and your child to consider whether to follow the English Baccalaureate: a national 

standard of courses that includes core subejcts such as English, Maths, and Science as well as a humanities subject and a language.  While the 

English Baccalaureate at GCSE isn’t currently compulsory for participation in Further or Higher Education, it is certainly growing in popularity 

with young people who are seeking to follow a challenging and varied curriculum and demonstrate that they have the ambition and breadth 

of interests to thrive in  further study.  

Whatever your child’s choices, we look forward to continuing to support them in the coming years.  Upper School can be challenging for 

many pupils, not least because we have extremely high expectations of all the pupils under our care and will always encourage them to be 

the best that they can be.  Alongside the qualifications they will achieve, we encourage our pupils to develop strong social skills and a sense 

of community to enable them to develop into responsible and successful young adults on both an individual and team basis.We aim to create 

a positive and motivated atmosphere within our Upper School in which your child can flourish both in terms of academic achievement and in 

developing their own unique talent

Best wishes,

Mr Macdonald | Head of Middle School
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At Woldgate School we believe strongly that our children need to be known and cared for as individuals, with their individual talents recognised 

and celebrated. Consequently, allowing pupils to choose a curriculum that suits their interests and needs is a key part of that ethos. 

Even so, there are aspects of the curriculum that we believe are essential to a broad and holistic education.  We support participation in History 

and Geography on the basis that, no matter what a child goes on to do in adult life, some knowledge about the world they live in – its history 

and people – is fundamentally important.  We also believe that learning to speak a foreign language is a key life experience: not only for the 

way that it illuminates our own language but also for the way it breaks cultural and geographical barriers and allows pupils to perceive a wider 

community beyond the United Kingdom.  All things being equal, these experiences ought to be offered and promoted to all children and that 

all pupils should have the opportunity to study them.

Just as knowledge of language and humanities should be a core educational value, we believe that providing the opportunity to practice and 

work toward quality performance in sport and the arts, and to engage directly with technology through business and innovation (be it through 

software or manipulating physical materials) should be non-negotiable.  

Ultimately we believe the curriculum should promote as much variety as possible across these four disciplines.  We believe that best way to 

provide this is to offer an additional option at GCSE.  We believe that each child should be able to follow a path of study that includes each of 

these four elements if they wish, without sacrificing time and depth in each.  

Beginning options in the performance and technical disciplines in Year 9 allows pupils a first step toward a highly personalised timetable, and 

this year your child will now select two option further choies from the World dicipline. 

Enhanced time for core subjects in Year 10 and 11.

On a case-by-case basis, we may offer pupils additional time in core subjects (Additional English and Adiitional Maths) as one of their option 

choices. We must stress that this offer does not form an option choice for the vast majority of pupils, and the additional time in core is 

appropriate for a very small number of pupils. Additional core, and additional Maths, will not appear on the options form as an option, 

however pupils who are appropriate for the course will be offered this option in February, and parents will be directly contacted. If you have 

any further questions please do get in touch with the School and a member of our team would be happy to answer any questions. 

A Broad and Distinctive Curriculum

The timeless beauty of the 

spoken and written word; an 

insight into our culture, history 

and language.  An endless 

world of scientific discovery 

to develop our understanding 

of the matter, forces, and life 

around us; to innovate and 

explore the beauty of nature 

and understand our own 

technological advancements 

as society. The elegance, logic 

and purity of mathematics. 

These subjects are the very 

foundation of an exceptional 

curriculum and are part of our 

statutory offer prescribed by 

government.

Those subjects that broaden 

our understanding of the 

world; its culture, faiths, land, 

people, language and history. 

They play a pivotal and varied 

role in our lives; broadening 

our understanding, 

communication skills and 

allowing us to understand 

different societies, cultures 

and nations.  They provide us 

with a greater insight into the 

world, helping us to better 

understand both the past and 

the future and fostering a 

sense of empathy necessary 

to relate and work together as 

one cohesive society. 

Those subjects in an 

increasingly technological 

society that allow our pupils 

to become more than simply 

passive users but to be creative, 

to innovative and build - to 

help shape our future society. 

From computer science to 

sustainable energies, robotics 

to aeronautics, and medical 

technology to intelligent 

building design – technical 

disciples offer a huge range of 

specialisations.

The expression of our culture, 

emotion, ideas, and love of 

the arts.  Through subjects 

that inspire, help us to create 

and express meaning and 

personal emotion through 

technical knowledge and skill. 

The arts not only enrich our 

lives, communities and culture 

but they are vital to a child’s 

education. For example, 

exposure to art education 

promotes self-directed 

learning and sharpens critical 

and creative skills.  Equally, the 

skilful execution of sporting 

performance is the outward 

sign of dedication, practice, 

and resilience.

CORE WORLD TECHNICAL PERFORMANCE
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Year 9 Options: The English Baccalaureate

This year your child began two courses that they will now take through into Year 11.  Now they will make a further choice of two GCSE subjects.  

At this point your child can decide whether to follow the English Baccalaureate, a curriculum pathway currently taken by well over a third 

of pupils nationally, including many of the most able.  The English Baccalaureate is a suite of five compulsory subjects:  English Language, 

Mathematics, Science, Geography or History, and a Modern Foreign Language.  This can be taken in a variety of combinations:

“Whichever career path young people 

choose, they will need the skills that 

make them employable in a world 

where recruitment is increasingly 

global. We owe it to them to ensure 

that they do not lose out in the 

jobs market to better educated and 

linguistically qualified candidates 

from other countries.” 
 

Nuffield Trust

English
(2 GCSEs)

English 
Language Maths Combined 

Science

Triple    
Science

French

Spanish

History

GeographyEnglish 
Literature

Maths
(1 GCSE)

Science
(2 or 3 GCSEs)

Languages
(1 GCSE)

Humanities
(1 GCSE)+

OR OR ORAND

+ + +

The subjects that are included are designed to ensure that all pupils have a broad curriculum 

and that doors are not closed off to them in terms of future progression. For example, for 

pupils hoping to go to university, the Russell Group that represents the country’s top 24 

leading universities, recommends Sixth Form students study ‘facilitating subjects’ at A Level: 

Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English Literature, Geography, History, Physics, Modern and 

Classical Languages, Maths and Further Maths  These are subjects most likely to be required 

or preferred for entry to degree courses and ones that will keep the most options open. The 

subjects that they identify are those included in the English Baccalaureate.

If as a parent you opt not to follow national guidance on the English Baccalaureate, your 

child may choose to take any combination of History, Geography, Religious Studies, Spanish, 

or French in order to enrich their study.  Alternatively, pupils will have the option to 

choose only one World subject.  If they make that selection then they will be provided with 

additional time across English and Mathematics (depending on their individual needs) with 

a specialist teacher. 

Why Should I Study Languages?
What skills will I get from Studying a Foreign Language?

Learning a foreign language can build your communication, interpersonal, inter-

cultural and public speaking skills - otherwise knows as ‘soft skills’. Some studies 

have also shown that learning another language can improve your ability to 

multi-task and block out distractions. 

What careers are foreign languages good for?

Languages are great for a wide variety of careers especially those involving 

translation or communication with people  from non-English speaking countries. 

This can include careers in tourism, government, politics, media, publishing and 

journalism.
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Options timeline

W
o

rl
d

Humanities

History

Geography

RE

Languages

Spanish

French

At the Year 8 Options Evening we invited pupils to follow their passions and be inspired by the subjects that they have the most enthusiasm 

and love for: be it art, business and enterprise, sport, computing, or any other subject from our Performance and Technical disciplines.  Pupils 

will, I know, also have real interest and passion for our World disciplines, which are the focus of this year’s choices.  

The choices on offer in this Year 9 Option round involve some important decisions.  For example, the English Baccalaureate qualification is 

growing in popularity nationally and is becoming a desirable accolade for pupils to demonstrate a breadth of skills and knowledge when 

making the transition to further study; for many pupils this is something they should consider very carefully.  Equally a very small number of 

pupils may be indentified by the School to have the oppertunity to spend additional time in English and Maths which will provide additional 

support to these identified pupils, in securing progress in these important subjects. 

Choosing not to take a subject at GCSE does not, in the vast majority of cases, prevent a pupils from choosing it at A Level  or beyond –

however Modern Foreign Languages is one area in which pupils will need to have studied the course to have a strong foundation for study 

after GCSEs.   To help make these decisions you will be provided with an enhanced report with your child’s autumn progress review as well as 

advance details of their progress in spring to date.  You will also have the opportunity to speak to teachers in our upcoming parents’ evening.  

Our Options Timeline:

January - March:		  Year 9 assemblies & STARS to focus on information gathering and decision-making. Subject specific 			

			   information available in lessons and assemblies.  Careers appointments will be available for pupils if needed.

10th January:  		  Options launch assembly for pupils, for pupils during School time

19th January : 		  Information Evening for pupils and parents. Arrival time, 6pm/7pm.  

February: 	                     SLT transition interview for pupils during School time.  

6th March: 	 	 Year 9 progress evening for pupils and parents (Online)

10th March: 		  Personalised Online Options forms will be released.	

17th March 		  Deadline for Year 9 Personalised Online Option forms
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 COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECT

GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier (grades 1-5) and a Higher 

tier (grades 4-9).

Pupils are assessed by examination at the end of the course.

They must sit three question papers; one non-calculator and two 

calculator papers.

There is no controlled assessment.

Topics covered include:

•	 Number

•	 Algebra 

•	 Ratio, proportion and rates of change                         

•	 Geometry and measures

•	 Probability and statistics

Skills that will be covered include:

•	 Using and applying standard techniques

•	 Reasoning, interpreting and communicating 
mathematically

•	 Solving problems within mathematics and in other 
contexts

Mathematics

Success in GCSE Mathematics opens up a wide range of options for 

further study and employment; ALevel Mathematics is a popular 

Sixth Form option at Woldgate, and we offer our pupils both the 

ALevel Maths course, and the Further Mathematics ALevel, course 

in the Sixth form. 

Parents can help by:

•	 Ensuring pupils have the correct equipment (including a 
scientific calculator).

•	 Checking homework is completed on time and to a high 
standard.

•	 Ensuring pupils revise for exams.

•	 Promoting the use of www.mymaths.co.uk for revision.

•	 Encouraging the purchase of revision aids such as a 
Mathswatch disc (if used correctly this has been proven 
to increase a pupils’ understanding by over half a grade). 

core                 
compulsory
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 COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECT

YEAR 
11

YEAR 
10

YEAR 
9

YEAR 
8

YEAR 
7

Rules of numberUse of decimals

Angles and 
constructions

Types of 
angles

Calculations
 with angles 

Angles in 
parallel lines

Angles in triangles 
and polygons

Number 
properties

Bearings and 
constructions

Column addition 
& subtraction

Converting metric and 
imperial units

Substitution
 into Formulae

Percentage increase 
and decreases

Graphs Drawing linear graphs Speed distance and 
time

Inequalities

Written methods of 
multiplication and 
division

Area and 
perimeter 
of 2D shapes

Negative
numbers

Application of 
decimals and 
negatives

Factors, multiples, 
and primes

Square and 
cube numbers

Rounding, bounds 
and estimation

Representing data
 in graphs 

and charts

Properties of 
3D shapes

Product of primes, 
HCF & LCM

Substitution

Averages

Expressions and 
Sequences

Averages from charts 
and tables

Equivalent and simplifying 
fractions and mixed numbers

4 rules of number 
with fractions

Solving 
equations

Percentages 
of amounts

Compound interest and 
contextual percentages

Plotting coordinates 
and points on a graph

Real life graphs

Volume and surface area of 
pyramids, cones, and spheres

Area and 
circumference of 
circles

Expanding brackets Sequences

Data &
 Averages

3D 
Geometry

Collecting like terms

Representing and 
interpreting data in tables

FractionsOrdering fractions 
using conversions

Volume and surface 
area of prisms

Tree diagrams

Probability of
 multiple events

Averages from
 frequency tables

Equations & 
Formulae

Perimeter 
& Area

Probability

Percentages

Expanding double 
brackets and factorising

Indices

Solving quadratic 
equations

Constructions 
and loci

Ratio and 
proportion

Plotting 
non-linear 
graphs

Averages from 
frequency 

tables

Standard 
form

Transformations Geometry with 
right angle triangles

Algebraic proof 
(Higher Only)

Simplifying 
expressions

Sequences 
including
quadratic 
sequences

Block A

Algebraic expansion 
and factorising

Linear equationsCongruence 
& similarity

Angles in 
polygons

Simultaneous 
equations

Equations of
 linear graphs 

Indices & 
proportion

Quadratics

Block B

Transformations 
and geometry

Powers, factors, 
multiples & primes

Percentages Arc length and 
area of sectors

Trigonometry Block F ProportionalityIteration 
(Higher Only)

Algebraic Fractions 
(Higher Only)

Standard 
Form

Parallel and 
perpendicular 
lines

Representing and 
interpreting data 
using graphs and 

charts

Laws of
 Indices

Surds 
(Higher Only)

Fractions Area, volume, 
and surface area

Pythagoras’s 
theorem

Sequences 
and nth term

RatioArea of a segment 
(Higher Only)

Direct and 
Indirect proportion

Transformations

Conversion 
graphs

Block G

Histograms 
(Higher Only)

Vector geometry 
(Higher Only)

Completing the square 
and quadratic formula 

(Higher Only)

Non-linear simultaneous 
equations (Higher Only)

Non-linear
 graphs

Solving quadratic
 equations

Approximations, rounding
and significant figures

Volume of prisms, 
pyramids, and spheres

Probability

Block D

Block C

Block H

Block E

Circle theorems 
(Higher Only)

Constructions 
& loci

Consolidation of previous content 
based on analysis of mock exams

3 papers – 1 non-calculator and 2 calculator papers

Functions 
(Higher Only)

Venn diagrams

Sine rule and Cosine rule 
(Higher Only)

Percentages Equation of a circle
(Higher Only)

Problem solving and contextual 
focus on all topics

Bearings, 
maps, and 
scales

Block J

Block I

STA
RT O

F G
CSE

G C S E  E X A M I N AT I O N S

M AT H S

What will I study?
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 COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECTEnglish Language & 

Literature

Assessment details:

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE: 

•	 Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
(50%)

•	 Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (50%)

•	 Non-examined assessment: Spoken Language 
(Separately endorsed)

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE: 

•	 Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel (40%)

•	 Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry (60%)

Skills that will be developed:

•	 How to speak effectively and listen closely in a range of 
formal and informal situations.

•	 How to write accurately in a variety of styles for a range 
of audiences.

•	 How to read a variety of media, literary and non-fiction 
texts.

Topics that will be covered:

•	 A Shakespeare play

•	 Modern drama

•	 Poetry

•	 A novel

•	 Creative writing

Parents can support pupils by:

•	 Discussing written work with pupils.

•	 Encouraging regular reading – both for pleasure, and for 
information-gathering.

•	 Talking to pupils about the set texts.

•	 Providing a dictionary and a thesaurus.

Success in this course could lead to:

Many careers and professions. Being able to write accurately and 

speak fluently to different audiences are valuable skills for all 

kinds of courses and occupations, especially in fields such as the 

law, journalism, teaching, business and office work. Advanced Level 

courses in English Language, English Literature or Media Studies 

follow naturally from these GCSE courses.

core                 
compulsory 
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 COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECT

YEAR

11

YEAR

10

YEAR

9

YEAR

8

YEAR

7
A
U
T
U
M
N

S
P
R
I
N
G

SUMMER

A
U
T
U
M
N

S
P
R
I
N
G

SUMMER

A
U
T
U
M
N

S
P
R
I
N
G

SUMMER

A
U
T
U
M
N

S
P
R
I
N
G

SUMMER

A
U
T
U
M
N

S
P
R
I
N
G

SUMMER

Origins of 
English

Literary 
Heritage

Opinion 
Writing An Inspector 

Calls – Modern 
Text

An introduction to 
narrative writing

Tower of 
Babel

Old 
English

Middle 
English

Beowulf

The Canterbury 
Tales

Shakespeare

Gulliver’s Travels

Developing 
thesis statements 

Dystopian Literature – 
The Literary Conflicts

Tragedy – Love 
and Relationships

An introduction to poetry 
– Love and Relationships

Early 
Communication

Character 
Archetypes

Individual Vs Self

The Natural 
Word

Re-birth Voyage and 
Return

The Quest Classical texts 
for character arcs

Over coming
the Monster

Nature as 
Edenic

The PastoralNature representing conflict 

Two English Language Papers Two English Literature Papers

Individual Vs 
Nature

Individual Vs 
Society 

Individual Vs 
Supernatural

Individual Vs 
Technology 

1984

The Road

Animal Farm

The Hunger 
Games

Origins and features 
of tragedy

Romeo and 
Juliet 

Producing 
effective essays

Significance of 
character

Significance of 
context

Historical 
significance

Exploring writer’s 
methods

Exploring writer’s 
intentions 

Rhetorical 
devices

Key themesModel textsEffective 
structures 

Love and relationship 
poetry cluster 

Developing poetic 
terminology 

Rags to 
Riches

Structuring 
narratives

The SublimeThe Romantics Nature representing lifeExtracts from 
Victorian Literature

Non-fiction articles 

Dealing with 
contextual 

information

Representations of different 
classes

The Victorians

Women in 
Literature

Representations 
of race

Female gender tropes 
in fairy tales

Feminist 
perspectives

Of Mice and Men

Roll of Thunder

To Kill a Mockingbird

The Hate U Give

Jane Eyre The Yellow 
Wallpaper

The Brontes Mary Shelley The Bloody 
Chamber

Exploring writer’s 
intentions

Significance 
of contexts

Exploring writer’s 
methods

Comparison 
skills

Summary 
Writing 

Significance of 
character

Writer’s 
methods

Comparison

Language 
analysis

Significance of 
context

Historical 
significance

Exploring writer’s 
methods

Exploring writer’s 
intentions 

Structural 
analysis

Narrative writing 
structures 

Significance of 
character

Significance of 
context

Exploring writer’s 
methods

Historical 
significance

Exploring writer’s 
intentions 

Key themes

Effective answer 
structures

Impact on the 
reader 

Writer’s methods

Descriptive writing 
structures

Creative writing 
techniques 

Evaluating 
texts 

Key themes

Explorations in Creative 
Reading – Language Paper 1

Explorations in Creative 
Writing – Language Paper 1 

Power and Conflict Poetry 
Cluster – Literature Paper 2 

Spoken Language 
Presentation

Mock Exam 
Preparation 

Writers’ viewpoints and 
perspectives – Language Paper 2

Macbeth

Unseen 
Poetry 

Departmental Revision 
Schedule begins

A Christmas 
Carol 

STA
R

T O
F G

C
SE

G C S E  E X A M I N AT I O N S

E N G L I S H

What will I study?
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 COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECTCombined Science

Combined Science is worth two GCSEs and covers aspects 

of Biology, Chemistry, Physics and “Working Scientifically”.

Assessment will compromise of 2 x 1 hour 15min 

examinations for each of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

Biology consists of:

•	 Cell biology

•	 Organisation

•	 Infection and response

•	 Bioenergetics

•	 Homeostasis and response

•	 Inheritance, variation and evolution

•	 Ecology

Physics consists of:

•	 Energy

•	 Electricity

•	 Particle model of matter

•	 Atomic structure

•	 Forces

•	 Waves

•	 Magnetism and electromagnetism

Chemistry consists of:

•	 Atomic structure

•	 Properties of matter

•	 Chemical changes

•	 Energy changes

•	 Rates of reaction 

•	 Organic chemistry

•	 Chemical analysis

•	 Chemistry of the atmosphere

Groups will be following Combined Science and aiming at either 

the Higher (9-9 to 4-4) or the Foundation (5-5 to 1-1) level of 

examination.

Success in this course could lead to: 

•	 ALevel studies in any Science. 

•	 BTEC in Applied Science.

core                 
compulsory
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 COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECTTriple Science

This is for more able pupils as all three Science GCSEs are 

studied in the time allocated for 2 GCSEs. 

To select for Triple Science, the end of Year 10 mock 

examination results will be used. 

The assessment of each GCSE will compromise of 2 x 1hour 

45min examinations which will include aspects of “Working 

Scientifically”

Success on this course is good preparation for those wishing 

to study an ALevel in any Science. Towards the end of Year 10 

students will be invited to follow the Triple science based on level 

of performance across the year and their teachers’ opinion of their 

suitability for the rigours of the course. Towards the end of Year 10 

students will be invited to follow the Triple science based on level 

of performance across the year and their teachers’ opinion of their 

suitability for the rigours of the course. Reading about Science in 

the news will help your studies.

Biology

TOPICS INCLUDE:

•	 Cell biology

•	 Organisation

•	 Infection and response

•	 Bioenergetics

•	 Homeostasis and response

•	 Inheritance, variation and evolution

•	 Ecology

POSSIBLE CAREERS:

•	 Veterinary Science

•	 Environmental Ecologist

•	 Dentistry

•	 Medicine

•	 Nursing

Chemistry

TOPICS INCLUDE:

•	 Atomic structure

•	 Properties of matter

•	 Chemical changes

•	 Energy changes

•	 Rates of reaction 

•	 Organic chemistry

•	 Chemical analysis

•	 Chemistry of the atmosphere

POSSIBLE CAREERS:

•	 Industrial Chemist

•	 Chemical Engineer

•	 Pharmaceuticals

•	 Dentistry

Physics

•	 Topics include:

•	 Forces

•	 Energy

•	 Waves 

•	 Electricity

•	 Magnetism and electromagnetism

•	 Particle model of matter

•	 Atomic structure

•	 Space physics

POSSIBLE CAREERS:

•	 Electrical Engineer

•	 Mechanical Engineer

•	 Pilot

•	 Architect

•	 Medical Physicist

•	 Audio Engineer

core                 
compulsory 
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 COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECT

YEAR 
11

YEAR 
10 KS4 SCIENCE

Biology

= Triple Only

Chemistry Physics

Cell 
Biology

Homeostasis 
and response

Inheritance, 
variation and 

evolution

Ecology

Human
Biology

Infection & 
Response

Plant 
Biology

Atomic 
Structure 
& Periodic 

Table

The rate and 
extent of 
chemical 
change

Organic 
chemistry

Chemical 
analysis

Chemistry 
of the 

atmosphere

Using 
resources

Quantitative 
Chemistry

Energy 
Changes

Chemical 
Changes

Energy

Space

Electricity

Particle model 
of matter

Energy

Waves

Magnetism 
and 

Electromag-
netism

Energy changes in a 
system and stores

National and global 
energy resources

Current, Potential 
differrence and 

Resistance

Series and 
Parallel circuits

Domestic uses 
and safety

Energy 
transfers

Changes of state and 
particle model

Internal energy 
and transfers

Particle model 
and pressure

Atoms and 
Isotopes

Atoms and 
Nuclear 

radiation

Forces and their 
interactions

Work done and 
Energy transfer

Forces and 
elasticity

Electromagnetic 
waves

Momentum
(HT)

Waves in air, 
fluids and solids

Permanent and 
induced 

magnetism

The motor 
effect

Conservation and 
dissipation of energy

Model of 
the Atom

Periodic 
Table

Ionic, metallic and 
covalent bonds

Rate of 
reaction

Carbon compounds as 
fuels and feedstock

Composition and 
evolution of Earths 

atmosphere
Greenhouse 

gases

Atmospheric 
pollutants

Using Earths 
resources and 
Potable water

Life cycle 
assessment and 

recycling

Purity, formulations 
and chromotography

Identification of 
common gases

Reversible reactions 
and dynamic 
equilibrium

Reactivity 
of metals

Exothermic and 
Endothermic 

reactions

Electrolysis

Reactions 
of Acids

Chemical 
measurements

Amount of substance 
in relation to Mass 
– in mol/dm3 and 
volume of gases  

Quantitative 
Interpretation

Bonding structure 
and properties

Properties of 
Transition metals

Nanoparticles

 Titrations

Yield and atom 
economy

Static 
Electricity

Pressure 
in gases

Change in 
momentum

Moments, 
levers and 

gears 

Pressure in 
fluids 

Background radiation – 
hazards and uses

Reflection of 
waves

Lenses

Loudspeakers

 Induced Potential, 
Transformers and 

National Grid 

Black body 
radiation

Fission 
and Fusion

Reaction of alkenes 
and alcohols

Polymers

Chemical and 
Spectroscopic 

analysis

Using 
materials 

Haber 
process

Chemical cells and 
fuel cells

Cell 
Structure

Cell
Division

Trasport 
in Cells

Principles

Tissues

Homeostasis

Human 
nervous 
system

Hormonal 
coordination 

in Humans

Reproduction
 Variation and 

Evolution
Genetics and 

Evolution
Classification 
of organisms Adaptations

Biodiversity
Organisation of 

an ecosystem

Interdependence 
and communication

Organs and 
Organ Systems

Respiration

Communicable 
disease

Plant tissues 
and organ 
systemsHuman defense 

systems

Photosynthesis

Plant hormonal 
response

T
T

T T T

1

5

6

7

2

3 4

1

2

6

8 9

10

7

3 4

5

1

5

6

7

2
3

4
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T

T

T

T
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T

T

T

T
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 COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECTCareers Education,                   

Information, Advice and Guidance.

Year 10

Year 10 focus on ‘the world of work’ as part of their CEIAG 

programme. The programme comprises of a number of different 

strands:

Business speakers. One of the best ways for pupils to know 

what the expectations of employers are is to ensure we provide 

opportunities for employers to interact with our pupils. Woldgate 

is part of a network of visits by local and national employers.

Pupils will receive five business talks which cover topics ranging 

from creating CVs and covering letters to work place behaviour. 

Representatives from those businesses talk about their area of 

expertise, give pupils key information and provide time for a Q+A.

Citizenship lessons 

Pupils will complete a series of lesson centred on the world of work 

to help consolidate what they have learnt from the business talks 

and to ensure they are as best prepared as they can be for their 

Work Experience placement.

National Careers Week

National Careers Week is in March every year. All year groups take 

part in the varied activities that are offered during registration 

slots and lessons during the week.

Year 11

Pupils are given a huge range of opportunities to ensure they have 

all of the information they need to make informed choices for the 

next stage in their education and beyond. A few examples are given 

below:

•	 Careers fair – local education providers and a huge range 
of career representatives attend the event

•	 1 to 1 interviews with a Level 6 qualified careers advisor

•	 Visiting speakers

•	 Careers lessons covering a range of topics

•	 IAG week – every pupils is interviewed

•	 IAG Day

•	 Each pupil is given a mock interview by an employer

For a more detailed insight into what is covered, please visit the 

CEIAG page of the school website.

If you have any questions about CEIAG, please contact Mr P Barrett.

Woldgate School has been awarded the 
Humber Gold Standard award for excellence in 

IAG.

core                 
non-examined
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 COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECTSTARS

The aim of STARS is to give pupils the knowledge and skills to 

become active and positive influences in the local, nation and 

potentially international community. Pupils will continue to work 

with their tutors to build on the Citizenship issues that they began 

to explore in Lower School.

Democracy and Justice:

The Democracy element will have pupils exploring the role of MPs; 

the effectiveness of government; comparisons of democracy with 

dictatorship and how relevant the royal family are in 21St Century 

Britain

The Justice element will have Pupils exploring issues such as 

reasons for crime; punishments; alternatives to prisons and should 

Britain have the death penalty?

Rights and Responsibilities

Pupils will explore the role of the media; Human Rights issues 

from around the world and the positive and negative effects of 

globalisation.

Careers guidance

Careers guidance will be delivered to pupils through a number of 

methods. There will be time devoted assemblies, off time table 

activities and there will be a range of outside specialist speakers. In 

addition to this pupils will have an opportunity to attend a careers 

fair in the October of Year 11 as well as having access to an impartial 

careers advisor.

Health and Sex Education

Pupils will learn about:

•	 The law relating to sexual matters

•	 Contraception including abstinence

•	 Sexually transmitted infections and diseases

•	 Sexual lifestyles

•	 Statutory and voluntary organisations offering 
relationship and sexual health advice

•	 Drug education

•	 Healthy Lifestyles

PSHE

This is Personal, Social, Health and Economic education. Pupils will 

explore various health related issues, as well as issues relating to 

society. The ‘economic’ component of this relates to work related 

skills and enterprise education.

Skills that will be developed:

•	 Interpersonal skills

•	 Negotiation

•	 Cooperation

•	 Tolerance

•	 Decision making

•	 Assertiveness

As part of the programme, pupils will receive visits from outside 

speakers and organisations.  If you have any queries please 

contact Mr Barrett. 

core                 
non-examined
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 COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECT

YEAR 
11

YEAR 
10

YEAR 
9

YEAR 
8

YEAR 
7

A
U
T
U
M
N

S
P
R
I
N
G

SUMMER

A
U
T
U
M
N

S
P
R
I
N
G

SUMMER

A
U
T
U
M
N

S
P
R
I
N
G

SUMMER

A
U
T
U
M
N

S
P
R
I
N
G

SUMMER

A
U
T
U
M
N

S
P
R
I
N
G

SUMMER

Democracy

Rights and 
responsibilities

Respect

Electing form 
representatives

E-SafetyTypes of 
bullying

Getting to know 
each other

Gender and 
discrimination

Different types of families 
and relationships 

Community

The world 
of work

Gender 
identity

Healthy 
body

Law and 
justice

The work of 
the UN

Human 
Rights

RSE

Delaying 
early sex

STIs

Contraception Accessing sexual 
health services

LGBTQ+ Options 
process 

Future career 
paths

What can you trust 
on the internet

Critical analysis of 
online content

Internet 
vs Reality

Mental 
Health

Body
 image

Political 
parties

Current 
political issues

Politics

National 
democracy

Careers STEM
skills

Global 
citizenship

Healthy 
mind

WellbeingGlobalisationLaw and 
Justice

Youth 
courts

The local 
council

Responsible use 
of the internet

Impact on health 
and wellbeing

Raising 
aspirations

Careers and options 
information

RSE

Positive 
relationships

The difference between biological sex, 
gender identity and sexual orientation

Dangers of 
alcohol abuse

Positive 
friendships

Healthy 
Body

Dangers of 
tobacco

Children’s 
rights

Protected 
characteristics

Local 
Market

Discrimination

Anxiety & 
depression

Effects 
of stress

Coping 
strategies

Diversity in relationships 
and sexuality

Mental 
Health

Digital 
behaviour

Workplace 
behaviour

Punishments

Crime, justice
 and democracy

Youth and 
violent crime

Preparation for 
Work Experience

UK constitution

UK & the 
commonwealth

Dictatorships

Healthy
relationships

ConsentRSE

Characteristics of 
unhealthy relationships

Control and 
exploitation

CV’s Cover letters Interview 
techniques

Preparation for 
mock interview day

Exam 
preparation

Beyond 16National Citizens 
Service

Career 
Paths

Role of the 
monarchy

G C S E  E X A M I N AT I O N S

S TA R S

What will I study?
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 COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECTPhysical Education

All pupils continue to have one weekly PE lesson. 

Curriculum plans are designed to promote pace and variety. Pupils will experience a wide range of activities that may include: Fitness,  Rugby, 

Football, Netball and Volleyball.

It is hoped that pupils will learn the skills and knowledge that will enable them to lead balanced, active and healthy lifestyles after they have 

left education.

A number of pupils will take the Young Leader Sports Award which cumulates in leading the Key Stage 1 Festival of Sport in the summer term.

core                 
non-examined
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 COMPULSORY 
CORE SUBJECT

core                 
option*Additional English and 

Maths

Asssessment

While all GCSE subjects are valuable to your child when making their 

transition to further study, achieving pass grades in English and 

Maths is a vital goal in order to secure progress onto the next steps 

in education and training.  A grade 4 (or grade 5, depending on the 

institution) in both subjects is the most common requirement for 

entry onto Level 3 courses (A Level or equivalent applied subjects).  

If your child does not achieve at least a grade 4 in each subject, they 

are required to retake them again after Year 11 in order to try to 

improve their grade, no matter what their chosen school or college.

Areas of study:

Support will be given to your child in working through the GCSE 

course units systematically, following the material covered in class 

but also scanning ahead to introduce key vocabulary and concepts 

so that they feel confident when these are introduced in the 

classroom.

Both English and Maths will be on offer during the allocated option 

period, which means pupils can focus on the area that presents the 

greatest need.  Support will be reviewed throughout the two years 

to determine which topics and subjects require intervention to best 

support them in their studies.

Skills that will be developed:

Some pupils will also be given the opportunity to complete 

foundation qualifications in English and Mathematics to assist 

them with the mastery of the fundamental skills required to thrive 

at GCSE.

*Selecting additional Maths and English:

Pupils following the additional Maths and English option will still 

study eight full GCSE or applied courses as a minimum, offering 

a full curriculum.  However, it is important that pupils taking this 

course as additional support are those who would benefit most 

from it.  Please therefore note, pupils are selected on a case-by-

case basis for Adittional Maths and Adittional English, and this 

course is not an option for the vast majority of pupils. 
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‘EBacc’ SUBJECTSpanish

Assessment

Pupils are entered for either Higher or Foundation Tier in all 

exams. They will complete an exam in all four skills, reading, 

writing, listening and speaking. Each exam is worth 25% of the 

overall grade. Peer and self-assessment regularly take place 

in lessons and pupils complete assessments regularly in class  

in preparation for their final exams at the end of  

Year 11.

Areas of study:

•	 Identity and culture

•	 Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

•	 Current and future study and employment

Skills that will be developed:

The MFL course in Spanish aims to prepare pupils to use language 

skills to express themselves in a variety of situations- personal, 

social and business. By the end of the GCSE course, pupils will have 

a working knowledge of the language, which will prepare them 

to communicate with native speakers in different contexts and 

furthermore give them cultural insight into the countries where 

the language is spoken. Pupils follow the AQA syllabus and there 

are three areas of study:

Success in French could lead to:

•	 Living and working abroad

•	 A Level and Degree courses in any language

•	 Business Studies

•	 Linguistics

•	 Economics

•	 Law

Remember, languages open the doors to the rest of the world … 

the only question is – where do you want to go?

See Mr Thomas-Peter (Director of MFL) in KU12 or your class 

teacher if you have any further questions!

How Parents can help:

It is important for pupils to keep practising their language 

between lessons. Pupils are expected to learn new vocabulary 

from their lessons each week. We suggest that they take 

10-15 key words each week and learn them off by heart, 

using look, cover, write, check, by making cards, or a game 

within Quizlet, and perhaps getting a family member to  

test them. We also recommend that they make  

regular use of some of the following websites:  

www.quizlet.com, www.languagesonline.org.uk, www.duolingo.

15
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‘EBacc’ SUBJECT
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‘EBacc’ SUBJECTFrench

Assessment

Pupils are entered for either Higher or Foundation Tier in all 

exams. They will complete an exam in all four skills, reading, 

writing, listening and speaking. Each exam is worth 25% of the 

overall grade. Peer and self-assessment regularly take place 

in lessons and pupils complete assessments regularly in class  

in preparation for their final exams at the end of  

Year 11.

Areas of study:

•	 Identity and culture

•	 Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

•	 Current and future study and employment

Skills that will be developed:

The MFL course in French aims to prepare pupils to use language 

skills to express themselves in a variety of situations- personal, 

social and business. By the end of the GCSE course, pupils will have 

a working knowledge of the language, which will prepare them 

to communicate with native speakers in different contexts and 

furthermore give them cultural insight into the countries where 

the language is spoken. Pupils follow the AQA syllabus and there 

are three areas of study:

Success in French could lead to:

•	 Living and working abroad

•	 A Level and Degree courses in any language

•	 Business Studies

•	 Linguistics

•	 Economics

•	 Law

Remember, languages open the doors to the rest of the world … 

the only question is – where do you want to go?

See Mr Thomas-Peter (Director of MFL) in KU12 or your class 

teacher if you have any further questions!

How Parents can help:

It is important for pupils to keep practising their language 

between lessons. Pupils are expected to learn new vocabulary 

from their lessons each week. We suggest that they take 

10-15 key words each week and learn them off by heart, 

using look, cover, write, check, by making cards, or a game 

within Quizlet, and perhaps getting a family member to  

test them. We also recommend that they make  

regular use of some of the following websites:  

www.quizlet.com; www.languagesonline.org.uk; www.duolingo.

com; www.memrise.com

20
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‘EBacc’ SUBJECTHistory

Areas of study:

The following units are covered over a 2 year GCSE course which 

spans Years 10 and 11:

•	 Health and the People c1000 to the present day. This 
thematic study covers a range of topics including 
discoveries in understanding and treating disease, 
anatomy, surgery and  
public health. 

•	 Elizabethan England c1568-1603. Elizabeth and her 
government, threats from home and abroad and 
everyday life. In addition, the historic environment unit 
explores a specific site relevant to the historical period.

•	 Democracy and Dictatorship: Germany 1890-1945. 
Germany before the First World War, the impact of the 
First World War, Weimar Germany and the rise of Hitler 
and the Nazis and the experiences of Germans under  
Nazi rule. 

•	 Conflict and tension between East and West 1945-1972. 
The world in the aftermath of the atomic bomb, Europe 
divided by the Iron Curtain, the Berlin Wall, Communism 
in China and the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

Skills that will be developed:

Building on the foundations laid at Key Stage 3 pupils will be taught 

to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills of analysis 

and evaluation at a higher and more complex level. At GCSE pupils 

are required to explain, analyse and evaluate events and concepts 

such as cause and consequence, similarity and difference, change 

and continuity and significance in some depth. They are required 

to communicate clearly, use appropriate terminology and develop 

written work in a structured and logical manner. They will be 

encouraged to present and sustain an argument and substantiate 

their opinions in detail. In addition, pupils will continue to work 

with historical sources and interpretations and will develop their 

skills of inference and critical analysis and evaluation.

Throughout the course, pupils will be introduced to exam style 

questions that will be modelled, practised and marked according 

to the GCSE mark schemes. Pupils will receive feedback and will 

be required to make improvements to their work using the whole 

school purple pen method. Peer and self-assessment will also be 

used where relevant. Pupils will also sit internal school mock exams 

in the summer term of Year 10 and in the mock exam season in Year 

11.

Assessment:

AQA History

There will be 2 examinations at the end of the course:

Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World ​(50%)

Paper 2: Shaping the Nation ​(50%)

How Parents can help:

•	 Asking pupils about their studies and encouraging 
discussion and opinion. 

•	 Ensuring homework is completed to a good standard.

•	 Being aware of deadlines and helping pupils to be 
organised.

•	 Taking an interest in relevant TV programmes which 
enhance topics covered in school.

WORLD      
OPTION 
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‘EBacc’ SUBJECT

1617

Geography

Assessment details:

Pupils will follow the OCR GCSE (9-1) Geography B (Geography for 

Enquiring Minds) course.

Topics of study:

•	 Year 10: Global Hazards, Changing Climate, Distinctive 
Landscapes, Sustaining Ecosystems, Physical Geography 
Fieldwork.

•	 Year 11: Urban futures, Dynamic development, UK in 
the 21st Century, Resource Reliance, Human Geography 
Fieldwork.

Skills to be developed:

​Develop and extend their competence in a range of skills including 

those used in fieldwork, in using maps and Geographical Information 

Systems (GIS) and in researching secondary evidence, including 

digital sources; and develop their competence in applying sound 

enquiry and investigative approaches to questions and hypotheses 

(study like a geographer).

Apply geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and 

approaches appropriately and creatively to real world contexts, 

including fieldwork, and to contemporary situations and issues; and 

develop well-evidenced arguments drawing on their geographical 

knowledge and understanding (applying geography).

100% of the final grade is assessed by written examinations. There 

are three examination papers to be taken at the end of Year 11 on 

Our Natural World, People and Society, and a final decision making 

paper based on what they have studied.

Parents can help by:

Parents can help by encouraging pupils to take an active 

interest in the world around them, by following the news (for 

which the BBC news app is pretty handy) or having discussions 

about their learning. This allows pupils to put their learning 

into a wider context and enables them to add extra details and 

comparisons into their work. Additionally, supporting pupils 

with their homework is greatly appreciated and, if they are stuck 

or need further support, please encourage them to speak to  

their teacher.

 This course could lead to …

Anything you want it to! Geography has always been a subject which 

employers value, and Geographers continue to develop a wide 

range of skills and knowledge which is relevant in the workplace, 

and which prepares them well for future study.

24
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‘EBacc’ SUBJECT

Assessment details:

Pupils will follow the GCSE Edexcel Full course in Religious Studies 

(Philosophy & Ethics). It is an interesting course that offers an 

opportunity to question your own moral values and to learn to 

appreciate the diversity of beliefs and opinions on important issues 

in the world today. Discussion will centre around issues such as 

abortion, war, capital punishment, transplant surgery and a range 

of topical issues that affect contemporary society. The course 

is based on two examinations. Both exams will be 1 hour and 45 

minutes long. There is no coursework. Two religions will be studied 

: Christianity and Islam.

Skills that will be developed:

•	 Debating and communication.

•	 Decision making, evaluation and interpreting different 
viewpoints.

•	 Working independently and as part of a group.

•	 Tolerance and Respect.

Topics that will be covered:

PAPER 1 : ETHICS (CHRISTIANITY)

•	 Belief in God

•	 Marriage and the Family

•	 Matters of Life and Death

•	 Living the Religious Life

PAPER 2 : PEACE AND CONFLICT(ISLAM)

•	 Belief in God

•	 Crime and Punishment

•	 Peace and Conflict

•	 Living the Religious Life

Parents can support pupils by:

•	 Discussing topics that have been covered in class.

•	 Encouraging pupils to be aware of events and issues that 
are in the news.

•	 Ensure that pupils are completing the homework tasks.

•	 Using the course revision booklet to help with revision.

Success in this course could lead to:

The course is highly valued by universities and colleges and is useful 

for A Levels including: 

•	 Philosophy and Ethics

•	 Sociology

•	 History

•	 Law

•	 English

•	 Psychology

Any jobs which involve working with people such as medicine, 
teaching, social work, law, or journalism to name a few.

Religion, Philosophy, and 
Ethics 

WORLD      
OPTION 
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Advice from the Head of Upper School

Choosing your World and Core Options

 You have already carried out some work into different career paths during your STARS studies this year. In 

conversations you have had with your teachers and families, you will have discussed different paths. They may have 

helped you formulate ideas about your future career and hence subjects that you are thinking of taking. However, if 

like many people your age, you are unsure of your future career plans, it is not a problem. The Options system aims 

to channel you into a balanced curriculum which will provide you with knowledge and transferable skills suitable for 

a whole host of Post 16 progression routes.

When selecting your options, please remember you will be studying these courses for the next two years and it is important you select your 

subjects based upon enjoyment and aptitude. If you enjoy a subject you are far more likely to succeed in it. Please do not select your options 

based upon what friends are doing or in the hope you will get a specific teacher. Take the time to research the courses, discuss your options 

with family members and teaching staff before making a decision. When pupils make decisions based on limited knowledge or research; this 

often leads to disappointment and pupils undertaking courses which they don’t enjoy and hence will not do as well in.

Support throughout the Upper School

As Head of Upper School, I work extremely closely with the Coordinator of Care and Achievement for Year 10 and 11 to provide the very best 

education and experience for your child as they study for their GCSE qualifications at the end of Year 11. Alongside parents, we support your 

child through the process of selecting their option subjects and work closely with them as they make their transition into GCSE study. Our 

partnership with parents is vital to the success of our pupils, particularly as they move through the next two years of their education and we 

work continuously to develop strong relationships between all pupils, parents and staff, together with our partner agencies to enable our 

pupils to fulfil their potential. Our combined focus on Care and Achievement ensures that in caring and supporting our pupils, we provide an 

ideal environment for them to thrive academically. We look forward to welcoming you in to the Upper School next year.

All the best,

Ms Hull | Head of Upper School



Supporting your child in the Option Process

1 The subjects that have recruited enough pupils to be viable will be put into the timetable. Those that don’t will not be able to run. If a 

subject your child has chosen cannot be timetabled then the Head of School will speak to them and they will be supported in selecting an 

alternative course.

2 Please do speak to teachers about the best option for your child.  We have a Year 9 Parents’ Evening on the 6th of March and this will give 

you the opportunity to ask questions and help your child to make an informed choice.

3 After your child has made their decision it may be difficult to change our child’s choices – we will use this information to build a timetable 

and set group sizes. 

4 Pupils won’t know which teaching group they have been allocated to until September – when their completed timetable will be ready for 

them to start the new year.

Supporting your child in Upper School

Strategies to support your child’s revision

The secret to doing well in exams lies in planning. You can help your child to create a clear revision plan and method of studying that will make 

them feel in control of their work. 

•	 Work out a revision timetable for each subject.  Your child should be revising for at least one hour each evening, and more at 
weekends.

•	 Break revision time into small chunks - hour-long sessions with short breaks at the end of each session often work well

•	 Make sure your child has all the essential books and materials

•	 Buy new stationery, highlighters and pens to make revision more interesting

•	 Go through school notes with your child or listen while they explain a topic they have revised.

•	 Test your child on key terms, names or definitions etc using revision cards

•	 Time your child’s attempts at practice papers, and talk through their answers with them.

Providing all-round support

The best way to support your child during the stress of revision and exams that will begin in Upper School is to make home life as calm and 

pleasant as possible. It helps if other members of the household are aware that your child may be under pressure and that allowances should 

be made for this.

Treats and rewards

Some children are ‘bribed’ to do well in exams and are offered cash or gifts to achieve good grades. But bribery is not a good idea as it implies 

that the only worthwhile reward for hard work is money and that you don’t trust your child to work hard. Negative messages like these will 

affect your child’s sense of self-worth.

Encourage your child to do well for his or her own sake rather than for money or to please you. Explain that exams aren’t an end in themselves 

but a gateway to the next stage of life – to Sixth Form, college or work. Good results are themselves the best reward for hard work and will 

make your child proud of his or her achievements.

Make sure your child knows you’re interested in their work and that you’ll be proud if they do well. Although bribery isn’t advisable, it’s fine to 

provide small treats by way of encouragement - perhaps a piece of cake or some biscuits after a chunk of revision has been completed. 
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